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Sojourning  for  Peace 

I shall  remain  a wanderer  until  mankind  has  learned  the  way  of  peace,  walking  until 
I am  given  shelter  and  fasting  until  I am  given  food — The  Peace  Pilgrim. 

Arriving  at  the  home  of  John  and  Ann  Rush  after  a long  drive  in  the  rain  was  like  a home- 
coming. Every  room  of  their  modest  home  is  covered  with  material  about  Peace  Pil- 
grim. Gandhi,  and  other  peacemakers.  Books  and  papers  are  piled  up  everywhere,  with  boxes 
of  bulk  mail  by  the  front  door  ready  for  the  post  office.  It’s  a lot  like  the  way  that  my  wife  and 
I live  with  Friends  Bulletin! 

As  we  sat  down  to  dinner — a casual  meal  of  homemade  sorbet  and  avocado  sandwiches, 
served  in  that  order — the  table  soon  filled  up  with  pamphlets,  flyers,  and  other  material.  For 
the  rest  of  the  evening  we  drank  herb  tea  and  talked  and  talked. . .. 

At  age  84,  the  Rushes  exude  extraordinary  joy  and  enthusiasm  for  their  work  as  well  as 
love  for  one  another.  It’s  no  wonder  that  their  home  has  been  a refuge  for  people  seeking 
peace  (both  inward  and  outward)  as  well  as  the  meeting  place  for  Hemet  Friends.  Over  the 
years,  numerous  guests  have  sojourned  in  their  home,  some  staying  on  to  become  volunteers. 

One  recent  visitor  was  Earl  Sandberry,  a Gulf  War  veteran,  who  left  the  San  Jacinto  Val- 
ley with  nothing  but  the  clothes  on  his  back  and  a two-pound  replica  of  the  monument  to 
“unknown  civilians  killed  in  war,  ” according  to  Katie  Orloff  ( Hemet  News , Jan.  29,  2000). 

What  is  remarkable  about  Sandberry,  34,  is  that  his  leg  was  partially  severed  in  an  acci- 
dent and  he  was  told  by  doctors  that  he  would  never  walk  again.  He  plans  to  walk  from  the 
Peace  Pilgrim  Center  in  Hemet  to  Arlington  National  Cemetery.  Last  year  he  and  a group 
from  the  Peace  Abbey  in  Sherborn,  Mass,  pulled  a 2,000-pound  monument  to  “unknown  civil- 
ians” 500  miles  to  Washington,  DC.  They  undertook  this  mission  to  “spread  the  word  about 
the  need  to  remember  civilian  war  casualties,”  according  to  Peace  Abbey  Coordinator  Dot 
Walsh. 

The  spirit  of  Peace  Pilgrim — the  indefatigable  determination  to  work  for  peace — lives  on, 
as  both  an  inspiration  and  a challenge  to  those  who  claim  to  be  Friends  and  care  about  peace. 
If  you  feel  a leading  to  be  a “peace  walker,”  check  out  the  Peace  Pilgrim  website:  http://www. 
peacepilgrim.com.  It  not  only  has  pictures,  text  and  even  videos  about  Peace  Pilgrim,  it  also 
has  a page  of  links  to  peace  walkers,  peace  runs  and  other  peace  opportunities. 

It  was  fortunate,  or  providential,  that  I came  to  visit  the  Rushes  when  I did,  since  they  are 
planning  to  move  to  a new  home  in  Northern  California  in  a couple  of  months,  where  it  would 
be  difficult  for  me  to  interview  them. 

Ever  since  hearing  about  Peace  Pilgrim  and  visiting  the  Rushes  for  the  first  time  ten  years 
ago,  I have  felt  a special  affinity  for  this  remarkable  peace  walker.  There  was  a period  in  my 
life  when  I was  led  to  led  to  “walk  on  foot  and  in  faith.”  Graduating  from  college  in  1971,  I 
hitch-hiked  around  Canada  and  the  Northwest,  living  the  life  of  a “dharma  bum,”  going  wher- 
ever the  Spirit  led,  and  writing  poetry  and  articles  for  underground  newspapers.  Never  have  I 
felt  more  at  peace,  more  in  touch  with  the  Spirit,  until  I started  working  as  editor  of  Friends 
Bulletin. 

Sojourning  among  Friends  seems  like  a continuation  of  the  spiritual  journey  that  I began 
thirty  years  ago.  This  month  I had  a wonderful  time  visiting  Santa  Barbara  Friends,  where  I 
gave  a presentation  at  the  home  of  Gene  Knudsen  Hoffman.  Gene  is  another  octogenarian 
Friend  with  a wonderful  life  story  and  mission  that  she  shared  with  me  during  my  stay  at  her 
home.  Someday  I hope  to  write  a biographical  sketch  about  her. 

I also  enjoyed  recent  visits  to  Inland  Valley  and  Claremont  Friends  and  look  forward  to 
coming  to  YOUR  meeting,  if  I am  invited.  As  James  Taylor  used  to  sing,  “All  you’ve  got  to 
do  is  call...” 


Our  thanks  to  Bruce  Nichols,  who  provided  the 
cover  photos  and  other  photos  of  Peace  Pilgrim. 
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John  and  Ann  Rush: 
Dedicated  to  Peace 

By  Anthony  Manousos 

Whitleaf  Meeting 

What  started  as  a “retirement  proj- 
ect” has  become  John  and  Anne 
Rush’s  peace  mission  for  the  last  twenty 
years.  At  age  65,  when  most  people  think 
of  retiring,  John  and  Alice  Rush  decided 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  Mildred  Nor- 
man— a woman  better  known  as  Peace 
Pilgrim.  From  1953  until  her  death  in 
1981,  Norman  walked  over  25,000  miles 
“on  foot  and  on  faith”  throughout  the  US 
and  Canada,  promoting  peace.  She  ap- 
peared on  numerous  radio  and  TV  shows, 
including  Johnny  Carson  and  Joe  Pine, 
and  spoke  at  hundreds  of  colleges, 
schools,  and  churches.  And  she  never  ac- 
cepted a penny  for  her  work. 

Peace  Pilgrim  did  not  belong  to  any 
religious  faith — her  message  is  timeless 
and  universal — but  she  has  always  had  a 
close  affinity  with  Quakerism.  According 
to  the  Rushes,  a card  for  the  Wider 
Quaker  Fellowship,  dating  back  to  the 
1940s  and  signed  by  Rufus  Jones,  was 
recently  found  among  Peace  Pilgrim’s 
papers. 

Much  is  known  about  Peace  Pilgrim’s 
life  since  over  half  a million  copies  of  her 
life  story  have  been  distributed  upon  re- 
quest. But  less  is  known  about  the  Rushes, 
who  have  also  been  remarkably  stalwart 
peacemakers. 

Born  near  Depew,  Oklahoma,  in 
1917,  John  came  from  a long  line  of 
Quakers.  His  great  grandfather  joined  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  in  North 
Carolina,  freed  his  108  slaves,  and  moved 
to  Indiana.  John  attended  Friends  Univer- 
sity in  Wichita,  Kansas,  where  he  was 


graduated  with 


a degree 


in 


economics  and 
business  in 
1938.  He  did 
graduate  work 


Ann  Rush  with  Peace  Pilgrim,  Whittier,  Calif.  1979-80.  Photographer  unknown. 


in  statistics  in 

Washington,  DC,  where  he  was  first  intro- 
duced to  silent  meeting  Friends  at  Florida 
Avenue.  Drafted  in  1944,  he  became  a CO 
and  went  to  the  Glendora  Civilian  Public 
Service  camp  in  California. 

There  he  met  Ann  McDonald 
(formerly  Trueblood),  a divorcee  with  two 
children,  at  a Whittier  folk  dance.  They 
were  married  at  Orange  Grove  Meeting  in 
1945.  Born  in  Kansas  City,  Ann  also 
came  from  Quaker  stock;  her  father  was 
Elton  Trueblood’s  first  cousin.  True- 
blood’s  ancestors  were  among  the  early 
settlers  in  Whittier.  Ann  was  a nursery 
school  teacher  at  Pacific  Oaks  School  in 
Pasadena. 

Looking  for  an  alternative  to  the  typi- 
cal American  lifestyle,  the  Rushes  tried 
out  intentional  communities  in  Alabama 
and  New  Hampshire.  In  1947,  they  set- 
tled in  a little  Quaker  “colony”  in  Tracy, 
California,  because  of  Bob  and  Ruth 
Boyd. 

In  1952,  the  Rushes  and  three  other 
families  from  Tracy  Meeting — the  Steven- 
sons,  the  Pollards,  and  the  Boyds — began 
looking  for  a new  home.  Materialism, 
television,  and  McCarthyism  combined  to 
cause  them  to  want  to  “get  clear  out  of  the 
US,”  as  John  Stevenson  put  it  (Western 
Quaker  Reader,  p.  139.) 

They  found  their  ideal  place  in  a beau- 
tiful, rugged  and  remote  part  of  British 
Columbia  called  Argenta  400  miles  from 
the  nearest  big  city. 

They  brought  with  them  a four- 
wheel  trailer  with  two  pianos,  a cello, 
and  clarinet,  as  well  as  a mother  cat 


‘We  are  fortune  to  be  called  to 
spread  Peace  Pilgrim  ’s  message  to 
the  world.  We  feel  certain  that  we 
are  doing  God’s  will  by  helping 
thousands  to  take  steps  towards 
inner  peace  which  will  lead 
to  outer  peace. 

We  got  involved  by  simply  following 
the  Quaker  practice  of  taking 
action  “as  way  opens.”  We  felt  that 
a book  should  be  written  about 
Peace  Pilgrim,  and  since  we  didn ’t 
know  of  anyone  else  who  was  doing 
it,  we  decided  to  join  with  four  of 
our  friends  to  compile  a book  about 
Peace  Pilgrim. ...We  were  not 
trained  to  do  this  kind  of  work. 
With  God’s  help  we  did  it.” 

— John  and  Ann  Rush 

and  kitten  and  even  an  eight-month- 
old  heifer.  More  practical  items — like 
a plow,  harrow,  furniture,  and  various 
tools — were  sent  ahead  by  a flat  car. 
These  hardy  and  idealistic  pioneers 
started  a Friends  Meeting  and  the 
Delta  Farming  Co-op.  In  1959  they 
began  Argenta  Friends  School 
(Western  Quaker  Reader,  p.  140). 

It  was  in  Argenta  that  the  Rushes  first 
met  the  Peace  Pilgrim  in  1957.  (Peace 
Pilgrim  walked  in  ten  Canadian  provinces 
as  well  as  the  United  States,  where  she 
covered  25,000  miles  by  1964  and  then 
stopped  counting.) 
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John’s  attitude  then  was,  “What  you 
say  is  what  the  saints  have  said  down 
through  the  ages.”  She  answered,  “I  know 
there  is  nothing  new  in  my  message,  just 
the  practice  of  it.” 

As  John  and  Ann  heard  her  speak 
through  the  years,  they  were  impressed 
with  her  profound  message  and  eventually 
decided  to  spend  the  rest  of  their  lives 
promoting  her  teachings. 

“She’s  the  one  person  I’ve  known 
who  really  achieved  inner  peace,”  John 
observed.  “But  she  didn’t  just  settle  for 
personal  contentment.  It  inspired  her  to  do 
something  for  world  peace.  She  combined 
the  two  (inner  and  world  peace)  in  a beau- 
tiful way.” 

When  the  Rushes  moved  from  Ar- 
genta  to  Whittier  in  the  1960s  to  take  care 
of  Ann’s  80-year-old  mother,  they  were 
also  inspired  to  work  for  peace. 

“I  was  asked  why  I left  beautiful  BC 
to  come  to  smog-ridden  Los  Angeles,”  re- 
calls John.  “I  used  to  say  that  we’d  come 
back  to  the  United  States  to  be  missionaries, 
to  oppose  the  Vietnam  War.  The  Vietnam 
War  really  brought  us  together.  We  had  a lot 
of  support  from  Whittier  First  Friends.  We 
had  silent  vigils  at  the  Bank  of  America  and 
we  did  draft  counseling.” 

In  1978  Peace  Pilgrim  spent  almost 
two  months  with  the  Rushes  in  Whittier 
because  they  had  arranged  over  100 
speaking  engagements  for  her  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area. 

“We  kept  telling  her  that  she  should 
write  a book,”  John  recalled.  “She’d  reply 
that  T have  written  enough  for  a book  but 
it  isn’t  in  book  form.’  Then  she’d  say, 
‘Live  in  the  present.  Do  all  the  good  you 
can  each  day.  The  future  will  unfold.’” 

In  1981,  John  again  wrote  to  Peace 
Pilgrim  about  writing  a book,  adding: 
‘You  won’t  live  forever.’ 

A few  months  later.  Peace  Pilgrim 
was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  near 
Knox,  Indiana,  at  age  73. 

While  Peace  Pilgrim  was  alive,  Ann 
tried  to  write  an  article  about  her  but  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  no  one  could  tell 
her  story  as  well  as  she  could. 

They  became  acquainted  with  her 
sister  Helene  Young,  who  had  started  a 
foundation  for  her  in  New  Jersey,  where 
she  was  born. 

In  1981,  after  Peace  Pilgrim  had 

“The  Life  of  Peace  Pilgrim”  was  originally 
printed  in  Advanced  Development,  Volume  4, 
January,  1992.  1452  Marion  Street,  Denver,  CO 
80218.  Used  with  permission. 


“The  spiritual  life  is  the  real  life; 
all  else  is  illusion  and  deception. 
Only  those  who  are  attached  to  God 
alone  are  truly  free.” 

— Peace  Pilgrim. 

made  “glorious  transition,”  Richard  Polese 
invited  those  who  knew  Peace  Pilgtrim  to 
his  home  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  to 
share  their  experiences  with  Peace  Pilgrim. 
About  25  came,  some  with  tapes,  letters, 
and  newsletters.  (Some  of  this  material 
was  archived  at  Swarthmore  College.)  Af- 
ter the  meeting,  five  stayed  on  to  compiled 
Peace  Pilgrim’s  life  story  in  her  own 
words.  Her  name  and  many  details  of  her 
life  were  not  included  because  Peace  Pil- 
grim wanted  people  to  focus  on  the  mes- 
sage, not  the  messenger. 

A donor  provided  $2,500  for  the  first 
run  of  5,000  books.  Letters  were  sent  to  the 
6,000  or  so  on  Peace  Pilgrim’s  mailing  list, 
offering  the  book  for  free.  Within  four 
months  all  the  books  were  distributed 
freely.  Enough  donations  were  received  for 
a second  run  of  5000.  From  then  on,  dona- 
tions and  new  editions  have  continued  until 
half  a million  copies  of  her  autobiography 
have  been  given  away,  along  with  over  a 
million  and  a half  copies  of  the  booklet, 
“Steps  to  Inner  Peace.”  Her  work  has  been 
translated  into  26  languages.  It  has  always 
been  distributed  freely,  since  this  is  what 
Norman  would  have  wanted. 

On  November  19,  2000,  a statue  of 
Peace  Pilgrim  created  by  Costa  Rican 
sculptor  Fernando  Calvo  was  dedicated  at 
the  United  Nations  University  of  Peace  in 


Colon,  Costa  Rica.  The  life  size  statue 
joins  busts  of  other  world  peace  makers 
such  as  Gandhi  and  Tolstoy  on  the 
grounds  of  the  University.  The  keynote 
address  at  the  dedication  ceremony  was 
given  by  Rodrigo  Carrazo,  former  Presi- 
dent of  Costa  Rica. 

An  academic  seminar,  “Personal  Sto- 
ries about  the  Influence  of  Peace  Pilgrim 
on  our  Lives  and  Development  of  further 
Resources  for  Peace,”  featured  several 
speakers  who  knew  Peace  and  others  who 
had  been  strongly  influenced  by  her  life 
and  message. 

Among  those  speakers  were  Ann  and 
John  Rush,  founders  of  the  Peace  Pilgrim 
Center  in  Hemet,  California.  This  organi- 
zation, run  entirely  by  volunteers,  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  publication  and  dissemination 
of  the  words  and  work  of  Peace  Pilgrim. 

The  following  account  of  Peace  Pil- 
grim’s life  includes  personal  details — such 
as  information  about  her  marriage  and  di- 
vorce— omitted  from  her  spiritual  autobiog- 
raphy. 

The  Rushes  feel  that  it  is  important 
for  people  to  know  that  Peace  Pilgrim 
went  through  many  of  the  personal  strug- 
gles that  many  of  us  go  through. 

“What  I did,  any  of  us  could  do,”  was 
one  of  Peace  Pilgrim’s  favorite  sayings. 

If  so,  is  it  possible  that  we  are  all 
called  to  live  extraordinary  lives? 

Peace  Pilgrim, 

An  Extraordinary  Life 

By  John  and  Ann  Rush 

In  the  summer  of  1952,  Mildred  Nor- 
man, traveling  alone,  hiked  the  entire 
length  of  the  2050  mile-long  Appalachian 
Trail.  She  was  the  first  woman  to  accom- 
plish this  feat.  It  turned  out  to  be  a prac- 
tice run. 

“Oh,  it  was  a very  enjoyable  experi- 
ence and  a very  educational  experience 
and  a very  inspirational  experience,”  she 
remarked  in  a radio  interview  in  Philadel- 
phia that  fall.  ( Friends  of  Peace  Pilgrim 
Newsletter,  1988,  p.  6.).  She  went  on  to 
announce  another  walk  she  had  in  mind. 
She  was  going  to  do  what  she  called 
“some  optimistic  hiking”  from  Los  Ange- 
les to  New  York  and  on  to  Washington, 
DC,  starting  January  1,  1953.  she  would 
talk  to  anyone  and  everyone  who  would 
listen  to  her  about  peace — peace  in  the 
world  and  peace  within. 
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“I  think  that  those  of  us  who  have 
found  the  way  to  peace  should  be  shouting 
it  from  the  housetops,”  she  beamed.  This 
idea  had  been  born  in  a vision  that  had 
come  to  her  at  the  end  of  the  Appalachian 
Trail,  and  it  was  to  be  her  life  mission:  a 
pilgrimage  for  peace. 

Walking  For  Peace 

Mildred  began  her  pilgrimage  at  the 
head  of  the  1953  Rose  Parade  in  Pasa- 
dena. She  walked  ahead  along  the  line  of 
march,  talking  to  people  and  handing  her 
little  peace  leaflet  to  those  interested.  She 
later  said, 

...it  was  the  proper  time  for  a pilgrim 
to  step  forth.  The  war  in  Korea  was 
raging  and  the  McCarthy  era  was  at 
its  height.. ..There  was  a great  fear  at 
that  time  and  it  was  safest  to  be  apa- 
thetic. Yes,  it  was  most  certainly  a 
time  for  a pilgrim  to  step  forward, 
because  a pilgrim’s  job  is  to  rouse 
people  from  apathy  and  make  them 
think.  ( Peace  Pilgrim,  1982,  p.  24) 

She  carried  with  her  three  peace  peti- 
tions: one  requesting  immediate  peace  in 
Korea,  one  pleading  for  the  establishment 
of  a national  Peace  Department,  and  the 
third,  directed  to  the  U.N.,  seeking  free- 
dom for  the  world  from  the  burden  of  ar- 
maments and,  in  its  stead,  the  furthering 
of  world  prosperity.  Signatures  for  these 
petitions  that  she  and  others  collected 
were  presented  to  the  White  House  and 
the  U.N.  upon  her  arrival  on  the  East 
Coast  eleven  months  later. 

She  didn’t  stop  there.  She  kept  on 
walking,  criss-crossing  the  United  States 
six  times,  walking  for  the  rest  of  her  life. 
She  wore  navy  blue  slacks  and  shirt,  ten- 
nis shoes  and  a self-designed  navy  blue 
tunic  with  pockets  all  around  the  bottom 
in  which  she  carried  her  only  possessions: 
a comb,  a folding  toothbrush,  a pen  and 
her  small  blue  leaflets  to  pass  out  on  the 
way.  On  the  front  of  the  tunic  were  the 
letters,  PEACE  PILGRIM,  and  on  the 
back  was:  WALKING  COAST  TO 
COAST  FOR  PEACE,  and  later,  25,000 
MILES  ON  FOOT  FOR  PEACE.  This 
was  her  outfit  for  the  rest  of  her  life,  with 
new  clothes  being  bought  for  her  and  new 
letters  sewn  on  by  friends  as  the  old  wore 
out. 

She  moved  north  in  the  summer  and 
south  in  the  winter  to  take  advantage  of 
the  weather.  After  the  first  25,000  miles 
she  stopped  counting.  She  carried  no 


“Truth  is  the  pearl  without  price . 
One  cannot  obtain  truth  by  buying 
it — all  you  can  do  is  to  strive  for 
spiritual  truth  and  when  one  is 
ready,  it  will  be  given  freely.  ” 

— Peace  Pilgrim. 


money,  nor  would  she  accept  any.  Contrary 
to  the  tradition  of  the  Buddhist  monk  with 
his  begging  bowl,  she  did  not  ask  for  any- 
thing. She  went  without  food  until  it  was 
offered  to  her  or  she  found  it  in  the  wild. 
She  slept  wherever  she  could,  such  as  a bus 
station  or  a corn  field,  if  no  one  offered  her 
a place  to  sleep.  “I  seldom  miss  more  than 
four  meals  in  a row,”  she  told  her  many 
audiences.  To  all  who  would  listen  she 
talked  about  the  vital  need  for  peace  and 
the  practical  things  that  anyone  could  do  to 
work  for  peace — peace  in  the  world  and 
peace  within,  which  she  recognized  as  in- 
terwoven. 

Living  in  this  way  was  no  mere  ca- 
price. Peace  Pilgrim  explained,  “I  was  de- 
termined to  live  at  the  need  level,  that  is,  / 
didn’t  want  more  than  l need  when  so 
many  have  less  than  they  need ” ( Peace 
Pilgrim,  1982,  p.  30).  She  traveled  “on  foot 
and  on  faith,”  determined  to  be  an  activist 
for  peace.  Early  on,  she  left  even  her  name 
behind  when  her  sister’s  family  began  to  be 
bothered  by  the  F.B.I.,  who  suspected  this 
peace  walker  was  a communist.  She  wanted 
to  spare  them  harassment. 

In  these  days  of  glasnost  and  Berlin 
Wall  mementos,  walking  for  peace  may 
seem  courageous  and  dedicated  but  not 
totally  extraordinary.  However,  the  back- 
ground to  Mildred’s  pilgrimage  was 
McCarthy  ism  and  the  Korean  War.  Hers 
was  a groundbreaking,  pioneering  effort 
which  bespoke  moral  courage  to  the  nth 
degree.  How  did  this  total  commitment 


come  to  be?  Who  was  this  Mildred  Nor- 
man and  how  did  she  become  Peace  Pil- 
grim? 

As  a pilgrim,  she  would  tell  very  little 
of  her  life  as  Mildred — not  her  name,  age, 
or  where  she  lived.  When  asked,  “Why 
not?”  by  a college  student,  she  answered, 
“I  would  much  rather  they  remember  the 
important  things  instead  of  the  very  unim- 
portant thing.”  (Peace  Pilgrim,  California 
State  University  talk,  1974)  Her  focus  was 
on  her  mission  to  further  the  cause  of 
peace,  and  to  inspire  those  who  “want  to 
do  more  growing.” 

Our  Memories 

Five  of  us  who  were  her  friends  took 
on  the  joyful  task  of  compiling  her  ideas 
and  experiences  into  a book  called  Peace 
Pilgrim,  her  life  and  work  in  her  own 
words  (1982).  We  felt  this  was  the  most 
important  thing  we  could  do  to  help  bring 
peace  to  a violent  world. 

My  husband,  John,  and  I knew  little 
of  Mildred’s  early  life,  although  we  knew 
her  as  Peace  Pilgrim  for  twenty-four 
years.  We  first  met  her  in  the  backwoods 
of  British  Columbia  where  we  had  moved 
with  four  other  Quaker  families  to  raise 
our  children  away  from  the  militarism  and 
materialism  (and  TV)  of  our  country.  We 
Quaker  pacifists  were  in  the  same  nation- 
wide peace  movement  as  Peace  Pilgrim.  I 
loved  talking  to  her  in  Argenta,  BC.  I felt 
very  close  to  her  and  was  thrilled  to  find 
someone  so  dedicated  to  peace.  I tried  to 
convince  her  to  stay  a few  days.  After  all, 
she  was  a free  pilgrim  without  strict 
schedules,  or  so  I thought.  I was  disap- 
pointed to  learn  she  had  tightly  scheduled 
herself  on  her  trek  across  Canada  and 
could  only  stay  a day  and  a night.  We 
drove  her  to  the  ferry  and  stopped  at 
Kaslo,  where  to  our  delight  she  had  an  ice 
cream  cone  with  us.  (We  recently  learned 
she  ate  an  ice  cream  sundae  every  day  at 
work — before  her  pilgrimage,  of  course.) 
One  of  our  daughters,  who  loved  her  espe- 
cially, remembered  her  saying  that  she 
never  carried  a penny,  so  to  play  a trick 
on  her  tucked  a penny  in  her  tunic  pocket. 
Our  family  had  a great  time  with  her  on 
that  trip;  she  was  such  fun  to  be  with. 

As  time  went  on,  she  would  stay  with 
us  in  different  parts  of  the  country  where 
we  happened  to  live — the  last  time  for 
most  of  two  months  because  we  had  over 
100  speaking  engagements  for  her  in  the 
Los  Angeles  area.  This  was  a year  and  a 
half  before  her  death.  She  told  me  more 
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about  her  early  life  than  she  ever  had  be- 
fore. Other  friends  of  Peace  Pilgrim  have 
expressed  surprise  at  her  telling  about  her 
life  before  the  pilgrimage  on  her  last  visit 
with  them.  We  wonder  why  she  told  those 
things  and  if  she  was  aware  she  was  about 
to  leave. 

Early  Life 

Much  of  our  information  about 
Peace’s  youth  comes  from  Helene  and 
Eugene  Young,  Peace  Pilgrim’s  sister  and 
brother-in-law.  They  remember  her  as 
having  plenty  of  friends,  being  an  out- 
standing student  and  having  excellent 
health  (some  colds  and  headaches,  that’s 
all).  In  a trunk  in  Helene’s  attic  I found 
awards  for  never  missing  school. 

There  is  little  in  Peace  Pilgrim’s  early 
life  that  would  indicate  she  was  to  become 
such  a saintly  person.  After  her  transition 
we  were  visiting  with  Helene  and  Eugene 
when  a neighbor  came  by  who  was 
amazed  at  all  the  “to-do”  about  her  death 
(telegrams,  long  distance  phone  calls, 
visitors  from  Texas  and  California.)  She 
said  to  Helene,  “Imagine... Mildred!!!” 

Her  early  years  seem  unremarkable. 
She  was  born  around  1908  on  a small 
chicken  farm  in  Egg  Harbor  City,  New 
Jersey.  She  was  the  oldest  of  three  chil- 
dren in  a household  filled  with  adults.  In 
addition  to  her  parents,  brother,  and  sister, 
her  father’s  three  sisters  lived  with  them, 
and  a bachelor  uncle  lived  nearby.  Helene 
recalls: 

Our  family  was  very  peace  ori- 
ented. That’s  our  history.  First  of 
all,  our  people  came  to  this  coun- 
try on  my  father’s  side  to  get 
away  from  militarism  in  Ger- 
many. They  were  musicians  and 
they  were  peace  loving  people. 
They  were  not  the  type  of  people 
who  wanted  to  be  involved  in 
military  operations.  This  has 
gone  all  through  our  family. 
(Young  Interview,  1985,  p.  11) 

Another  memory  of  Helene’s  was 
“discussions  at  home.  They  had  discus- 
sions all  day  long.  My  three  aunties  were 
always  discussing  issues  of  the 
day.”  (Young  interview,  1985,  p.  11) 

There  is  evidence  that  Mildred  was 
bright.  She  remembered  learning  to  read 
at  age  four  or  five  before  starting  school. 
She  had  a fantastic  memory  and  could 
recite  long  poems  at  age  three  (Whittier 
Transcript,  1979,  p.4 1).  She  taught  herself 


“Live  this  day!  Yesterday  is  but  a 
dream  and  tomorrow  is  only  a 
vision,  but  today  well-lived  makes 
every  yesterday  a dream  of 
happiness  and  every  tomorrow  a 
vision  of  hope.  Never  agonize  over 
the  past  or  worry  over  the  future. 
Live  this  day  and  live  it  well.” 
—Peace  Pilgrim. 


to  play  the  piano  over  the  course  of  one 
summer,  and  at  age  16  was  a senior  in  high 
school  with  the  highest  grade  average  in 
her  class.  But  she  did  not  consider  herself  a 
scholar  or  a reader.  She  saw  herself  always 
as  a “doer”  (p.  44), 

As  Peace  Pilgrim,  she  was  to  say: 
“Of  course  I love  everyone  I meet. 
How  could  I fail  to?  Within  everyone 
is  the  spark  of  God.  I am  not  con- 
cerned with  racial  or  ethnic  back- 
ground or  the  color  of  one’s  skin;  all 
people  look  to  me  like  shining 
lights!”  ( Peace  Pilgrim,  1982,  p.50) 

But  Eugene  remembers  her 
earlier  days: 

Mildred  felt  that  some  of  these  people 
[the  neighbors]  would  lower  the  social 
standard  of  the  family.  There  was  on 
incident  where  some  of  the  neighbor 
boys. ..would  pick  up  whatever  they 
could  get  their  hands  on.  On  one  occa- 


sion they  took  Mildred’s  watch.  In 
order  not  to  be  caught  with  it  they  did 
a very  foolish  thing  of  burying  it  in 
the  soil.  And  so  of  course,  when  the 
watch  came  back,  it  wouldn’t  run. 
And,  of  course,  there  was  a big  fuss 
about  that.  Mildred  made  some  re- 
mark about,  What  do  you  expect  from 
this  trash?  (Young  Interview,  1985,  p. 
7) 

He  also  remembers: 

She  was  always  a dare  devil  when  she 
was  younger.  She  often  went  down  to 
the  local  swimming  hole,  about  a 
block  from  home,  where  she  swam 
like  a fish.  She  dived  into  the  water, 
doing  the  jack  knife,  somersault  or 
the  swan  dive.  She  would  dive  off  the 
Moluka  River  bridge  even  though 
people  warned  her  that  she  shouldn’t 
be  diving  into  the  river  because  she 
might  hit  some  floating  debris.  She 
was  not  afraid  to  do  things  that  other 
people  were  a little  timid  about.  She 
was  always  on  the  daring  side  (p.  7). 

Eugene  also  remarked  after 
Peace’s  transition: 

To  those  of  us  who  knew  Mildred  in 
her  youth  and  young  maidenhood,  the 
ascension  to  the  role  of  Peace  Pilgrim 
is  all  the  more  astounding.  While 
Mildred’s  background  was  intellec- 
tual and  moral,  there  was  little  evi- 
dence of  the  altruistic,  self-sacrificing 
traits  so  prominent  in  the  personality 
of  Peace  Pilgrim.  In  order  for  her  to 
become  Peace  Pilgrim,  it  was  neces- 
sary for  her  to  undergo  a complete 
revision.  This  goes  far  to  explain  why 
so  many  of  her  family  and  former 
friends  actually  rejected  her.  She  was 
no  longer  the  Mildred  they  knew  and 
therefore  beyond  their  comprehen- 
sion! (E.  Young,  personal  communi- 
cation 1988) 

Mildred  grew  up  in  a loving  and  crea- 
tive family.  They  did  not  belong  to  any 
church,  and  she  received  no  formal  relig- 
ious training  as  a child.  She  was  first  in- 
side a church  at  age  16  to  attend  a wed- 
ding. She  made  up  her  own  mind  about 
things  and  carried  out  her  own  investiga- 
tions. When  she  came  across  the  Golden 
Rule  in  a text,  comparing  this  idea  in 
many  religions,  she  was  struck  by  its  truth. 
She  translated  it  into  immediate  practical- 
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ity  “If  you  want  to  have  friends,  you  must 
be  friendly,”  and  later,  “if  you  want  to 
make  peace,  you  must  be  peace- 
ful” ( Peace  Pilgrim , 1982,  p.3). 

As  a senior  she  carried  out  another 
investigation,  asking,  “What  is  God? 
What  is  God?”  She  asked  everyone  she 
thought  might  know  but  was  satisfied  with 
none  of  the  answers.  Instead,  she  went  for 
a long  walk  with  her  dog  and  found  her 
own  answer:  “We  human  beings  just  lump 
together  everything  in  the  universe  which 
is  beyond  the  capacity  of  all  of  us,  and  to 
all  of  those  things  together  some  of  us 
give  the  name  ‘God’”  (p.  2).  She  said, 
“That  is  when  I discovered  I could  get  my 
spiritual  answers  from  the  in- 
side” (Whittier  Transcript,  1979,  p.  31). 

“In  high  school  my  most  vivid  recol- 
lection of  Mildred  was  her  role  on  the  de- 
bating team,”  continues  Eugene.  “She  put 
all  she  had  into  it  and  took  it  all  very  seri- 
ously. Even  then  she  was  an  impressive 
speaker”  (E.  Young  personal  interview, 
1988). 

After  graduation  from  high  school 
she  had  no  trouble  finding  a job.  She 
spent  her  money  on  clothes,  matching 
shoes  and  hats,  a luxurious,  very  soft  bed 
her  sister  envied,  and  a flashy  car.  Helene 
remembers,  “She  used  makeup  when  she 
was  in  her  dating  days.  She  spent  quite  a 
bit  of  time  before  the  mirror  before  she 
went  out,  putting  on  all  sorts  of  makeup, 
which  was  foreign  to  our  people.  We  were 
plain  folk  who  didn’t  go  in  for  that  sort  of 
thing”  (Young  Interview,  1985,  p.5).  She 
had  a busy  social  life  and  wrote  plays  for 
the  Grange,  for  which  she  was  director, 
costume  designer,  lighting  manager  and 
producer.  Her  life  was  happy  and  fulfilled. 

The  Disintegration  of  Mildred 

With  that  kind  of  a very  happy  family 
life  and  fulfilled  social  life,  it  is  not  easy 
to  understand  how  Peace  could  have  made 
the  choice  of  the  husband  she  did. 
“Physical  attraction  only,”  according  to 
her  sister.  Peace  and  her  father  and  one  of 
her  aunts  were  very  close  and  had  many 
interests  in  common.  They  were  keenly 
disappointed  in  her  choice.  Her  husband 
in  those  Depression  years  had  a very  hard 
time  making  a living.  He  wrote  bad 
checks  (taking  advantage  of  her  father’s 
good  name).  This  must  have  been  a great 
trauma  to  this  closely  knit  family  that  was 
widely  known  and  highly  respected  in  the 
little  town  of  Egg  Harbor  City.  Imagine 
how  Mildred  must  have  felt  to  bring  such 


“There  is  a magic  formula  for 
resolving  conflicts.  It  is  this: 
Have  as  your  objective 
the  resolving  of  the  conflict , 
not  the  gaining  of  advantage. 
There  is  a magic  formula  for 
avoiding  conflicts.  It  is  this: 
Be  concerned  that  you  do  not 
offend , not  that  you  are  not 
offended.  ” — Peace  Pilgrim. 


disgrace  to  their  good  name! 

Mildred  and  her  husband  had  severe 
quarrels.  Eugene  remembers: 

Many  times  they  had  arguments 
about  one  thing  or  another.  Mostly  it 
was  about  his  trying  to  make  an  im- 
possible start  in  the  trucking  business. 
He  would  come  and  make  some  an- 
nouncement of  what  he  had  done,  and 
she  would  exclaim,  “Oh,  you  imbe- 
cile!” (Young  Interview,  1985,  p.8) 

It  was  at  this  time,  1936,  that  her  fa- 
ther was  killed  in  a car  accident.  Because 
of  financial  difficulties,  the  family  had  to 
leave  the  home  she  had  grown  up  in.  They 
all  moved  together,  including  the  aunts, 
into  a large  apartment  with  Mildred  and 
her  husband.  Their  mother,  shocked  by  her 
husband’s  death,  developed  a brain  tumor. 
After  an  operation,  she  went  to  live  with 
her  sister  and  brother  in  Atlantic  City. 

Helene  remembers,  “Mildred  was  hav- 
ing trouble  with  her  husband.  There  wasn’t 


much  meaning  in  her  life.  She  was  seek- 
ing something  meaningful”  (Young  Inter- 
view, 1985,  p.  9).  It  was  a time  of  crisis 
for  her. 


The  Turning  Point 

It  was  apparently  in  1938,  unhappy 
and  questioning  her  way  of  life,  that  Mil- 
dred had  what  she  always  referred  to  as 
“her  spiritual  experience.”  In  her  own 
words: 

I became  increasingly  uncomfortable 
about  having  so  much  while  my 
brothers  and  sisters  were  starving. 
Finally,  I had  to  find  another  way. 
The  turning  point  came  when,  in  des- 
peration and  out  of  a very  deep  seek- 
ing for  a meaningful  way  of  life,  I 
walked  all  one  night  through  the 
woods.  I came  to  a moonlit  glade  and 
prayed  I felt  a complete  willingness, 
without  any  reservations,  to  give  my 
life — to  dedicate  my  life — to  service. 
“Please  use  me!”  I prayed  to  God. 
And  a great  peace  came  over  me. 
(Peace  Pilgrim,  1982,  p.7) 

This  was  a turning  point  indeed. 
Peace  said,  “I  tell  you  it’s  a point  of  no 
return.  After  that,  you  can  never  go  back 
to  completely  self-centered  living”  (p.  7). 
She  began  to  “live  to  give  instead  of  liv- 
ing to  get”  (p.  7).  She  spent  the  next  fif- 
teen years  preparing — she  did  not  know 
for  what — getting  rid  of  unnecessary  pos- 
sessions and  meaningless  activities.  Al- 
though she  moved  to  Philadelphia  with 
her  husband  in  1939,  where  he  had  a job 
opportunity,  their  marriage  ultimately  dis- 
solved. When  he  went  into  the  army  in 
World  War  II,  Mildred  did  not  follow 
him.  She  began  working  with  senior  citi- 
zens and  those  with  emotional  problems. 

At  the  same  time,  she  was  doing  vol- 
unteer work  for  peace  organizations,  such 
as  Scott  Nearing’s  World  Events  newslet- 
ter and  the  Women’s  International  League 
for  Peace  and  Freedom,  for  whom  she  was 
a Washington,  DC  legislative  lobbyist  for 
peace.  A friend  who  knew  her  then  reports 
that  she  was  living  on  ten  dollars  a week 
and  had  reduced  her  wardrobe  to  two 
dresses  ( Peace  Pilgrim,  1982,  p.  201). 
She  was  radically  simplifying  her  life. 

Charting  Spiritual  Growth 

During  this  15year  period  the  struggle 
continued  between  what  she  called  the  lower 
self  and  the  higher  self — the  self-centered 
nature  and  the  God-centered  nature. 


Page  7 


Friends  Bulletin  - March  2001 


Through  trial  and  error  Peace 
worked  out  her  steps  to  inner  peace, 
walking  daily  in  receptive  silence  amid 
the  beauties  of  nature  and  putting  into 
practice  the  inspirations  that  came  to  her. 
After  she  had  attained  inner  peace  she 
was  on  fire  to  share  it  with  everyone  she 
met.  This  was  the  main  reason  for  her 
pilgrimage,  and  she  often  said  she  could 
not  have  become  a pilgrim  without  hav- 
ing first  gained  inner  peace. 

On  her  pilgrimage  she  shared  her 
steps  whenever  and  wherever  she  spoke. 
A friend  asked  her  to  share  them  in  a ra- 
dio talk  in  Los  Angeles  in  1966.  He  tran- 
scribed her  talk  and  made  a little  booklet. 
Steps  Toward  Inner  Peace,  which  was 
sent  to  Peace’s  hostesses.  Today  they  are 
distributed  widely  around  the  world  by 
Friends  of  Peace  Pilgrim,  along  with  the 
Peace  Pilgrim  book.... 

Peace  Pilgrim’s  own  relinquish- 
ments finally  led  to  her  first  experience 
of  true  inner  peace: 

...I  was  out  walking  in  the  early 
morning.  All  of  a sudden  I felt  very 
uplifted,  more  uplifted  than  I had 
ever  been.  I remember  I knew  time- 
lessness and  spacelessness  and  light- 
ness. I did  not  seem  to  be  walking 
on  the  earth.  There  were  no  people, 
or  even  animals  around,  but  every 
flower,  every  bush,  every  tree 
seemed  to  wear  a halo.  There  was  a 
light  emanation  around  everything 
and  flecks  of  gold  fell  like  slanted 
rain  through  the  air....  The  most  im- 
portant part  was  not  the  phenomena: 
the  important  part  of  it  was  the  reali- 
zation of  the  oneness  of  all  creation 
(P-  21). 

This  experience  was  a bench  mark 
to  which  she  could  return  again  and 
again,  until  it  became  a plateau  from 
which  she  sometimes  descended. 

When  asked,  “When  you  began  your 
struggles,  did  it  seem  rather  hopeless  to 
you — very  difficult — that  you  would 
never  attain  this  maturity?”  she  replied: 

You  see,  I didn’t  really  know 
what  was  happening  to  me  except 
that  my  life  was  improving...  Af- 
ter all,  I was  used  to  the  valleys.  I 
had  been  in  them  constantly  be- 
fore. I said,  “Now  there  are  some 
hilltops!  Isn’t  this  wonderful! 
Life  is  improving!”  (Whittier 
Transcript,  1979,  p.10). 


“You  have  much  more  power 
when  you  are  working  for  the 
right  thing  than  when  you  are 
working  against  the  wrong  thing. 
And,  of  course,  if  the  right  thing 
is  established  wrong  things  will 
fade  away  of  their  own  accord. 
Grassroots  peace  work  is  vitally 
important.  All  who  work  for  peace 
belong  to  a special  peace  fellow- 
ship— whether  we  work  together 
or  not.  Peace  Pilgrim 

She  continued: 

And  then,  of  course,  I got  on  the 
plateaus  where  I was  most  of  the  time 
and  only  slipped  out  of  harmony  oc- 
casionally. And  I really  believe  I 
missed  harmony  most  at  that  time.... 
Then  finally  I did  succeed  in  leaving 
the  self-centered  life....  I had  slipped 
out  of  harmony  and  I thought  if  I 
could  just  remain  in  harmony  I could 
be  of  greater  usefulness  [emphasis 
added].  And  when  I woke  up  in  the 
morning  I was  back  again  on  the 
mountaintop  and  I knew  I would 
never  need  to  descend  again  into  the 
valley  (pp.  10-11). 

The  realization  was  total,  never  to  be 
lost  again. 

At  the  time  of  this  experience  of  com- 
plete inner  peace  she  saw  her  vision  of  the 
pilgrimage,  like  a map  spread  out  before 


her.  The  route  across  the  country  was 
visible  and  even  some  of  the  major  cities 
along  the  route  were  marked  out.  She 
knew  clearly  then  what  her  work  in  the 
world  was  to  be. 

Peace  Pilgrim  “walked  her  talk.”  She 
walked  in  complete  fearlessness,  calmly 
facing  arrest  for  vagrancy,  sneering  inter- 
viewers, violence,  misunderstanding,  all 
kinds  of  weather,  drunks  and  psychotics, 
even  near  death  in  an  Arizona  snow- 
storm. She  walked  with  boundless  en- 
ergy, in  complete  health,  with  sparkle  and 
verve.  Those  who  met  her  were  im- 
pressed by  her  intelligence,  serenity,  wit, 
and  genuine  loving  nature.  Homes  and 
hearts  opened  to  her,  and  as  many  testi- 
fied later,  lives  were  changed. 

Today,  ten  years  after  her  “glorious 
transition  (as  she  called  death),  interest  in 
Peace  Pilgrim  is  stronger  than  ever.  Over 
600,000  of  her  booklets,  Steps  Toward 
Inner  Peace,  are  in  print  in  English.  It 
has  been  translated  by  native  volunteers 
into  13  languages  and  keeps  showing 
up — in  African  villages,  in  the  shadow  of 
the  pyramids,  in  Thailand,  at  a Bedouin 
hostel,  in  Central  America,  in  an  Ash- 
ramic  Library  in  the  Himalayas,  in  an 
English  class  in  China.  Friends  of  Peace 
Pilgrim,  formed  to  perpetuate  her  work, 
continually  distributes  Steps,  the  Peace 
Pilgrim  book  and  newsletters,  to  an  ever 
increasing  demand.  Stories  and  testimo- 
nials continue  to  pour  in  from  those  who 
met  her  and  from  those  moved  by  the 
words  she  left  behind: 

It  was  wonderful  knowing  Peace  Pil- 
grim for  twenty-four  years  as  she  walked 
back  and  forth  across  this  country.  We 
could  always  think,  “Oh,  she’s  out  there 
somewhere  spreading  her  message  of 
peace  and  love,  inspiring  people  every- 
where.” Then  it  was  unbearable  to  think 
she  wasn’t  anymore.  I buried  myself  in 
answering  her  mail  and  collecting  her 
writings  for  a book  in  her  own  words. 
After  a Peace  Pilgrim  Memorial  Retreat 
in  Santa  Fe,  five  of  us  compiled  the 
Peace  Pilgrim  book  and  we  have  now 
filled  requests  for  over  200,000. 

John  and  I are  spending  the  rest  of  our 
lives  filling  requests  for  these  books  and 
the  Steps  booklets.  We  have  also  filled 
requests  for  thousands  of  audio  and  video 
tapes  around  the  world.  We  feel  her  mes- 
sage, which  is  also  Jesus’  message,  is  our 
best  hope  for  world  peace. 

There  are  so  many  good  memories  of 
her.  I remember  her  speaking  at  the 
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A Coloring  Storybook 
for  Children 
on  the  life  and  teachings 
of  Peace  Pilgrim 
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A Coloring  Storybook  for  Children  on  the  life  and  teachings  of  Peace  Pilgrim  (text  by 
Gary  D.  Guthrie  and  drawings  by  Barbara  Werner)  is  available  free  to  those  who  cannot 
afford  to  pay  for  it  (a  $3  donation  is  suggested  for  those  who  can).  Also  available  is  a 
free  Millennium  Calendar  and  a CD  with  music  based  on  the  words  of  Peace  Pilgrim.  Pic- 
tures for  this  article  are  taken  from  this  calendar. 

For  more  information,  write  43480  Cedar  Ave,  Hemet  CA,  92544.  (909)  927-7678.  Web- 
site: www.peacepilgrim.com.  E-mail:  peacepilgrim@znet.com. 


Church  of  Religious  Science  in  Whittier. 
She  was  70  (we  learned  after  her  death, 
because  she  never  would  tell  her  age)  and 
at  her  peak.  She  refused  a microphone 
though  the  church  was  packed,  including 
the  balcony.  When  she  moved  her  leg  to 
change  her  stance,  there  was  a youthful  lilt 
to  it.  As  she  used  her  arms  to  illustrate  a 
point  she  radiated  youthful  energy.  The 
minister  told  me  later  that  he  had  long 
years  of  experience  and  when  he  expected 
the  audience  to  become  restless,  there  was 
total  absorption.  He  wrote  to  his  fellow 
ministers  across  the  country:  “She  made 
the  greatest  single  impression  on  me  and 
my  life”  (p.  193). 

A friend  of  ours  heard  her  and  said  she 
spoke  Bahai  teachings.  A college  girl  said 
she  was  sure  Peace  was  a Christian  Scien- 
tist because  what  she  spoke  was  Christian 
Science.  At  least  two  young  men,  after 
hearing  her  in  college  classes,  said  she 
spoke  what  Eastern  religions  teach.  This 
is  a typical  reaction  she  received  whether 
she  was  speaking  in  a Jewish  synagogue,  a 
Moslem  temple  or  a Christian  Church.  It 
is  the  reaction  we  receive  from  many  who 
read  her  books  they  write  that  her  message 
is  the  same  as  their  religion  teaches. 

I remember  her  speaking  once  at  a 
Friends  Meeting — a small  outdoor  gather- 
ing of  adults  and  children  of  all  ages  sit- 
ting on  the  rocky  edge  of  a beach.  After- 
wards, John  said  to  her,  “What  you  say  is 
what  the  saints  have  said  down  through 
the  ages.”  She  answered,  “I  know  there  is 
nothing  new  in  my  message,  just  the  prac- 
tice of  it.” 

That  practice  was  extraordinary. 
Peace  Pilgrim  was  an  extraordinary  hu- 
man being.  Her  legacy  is  clear  and  practi- 
cal and  compelling.  She  left  us  this  wis- 
dom: 

We  must  walk  according  to  the  highest 
light  we  have,  encountering  lovingly  those 
who  are  out  of  harmony,  and  trying  to 
inspire  them  to  a better  way.  Whenever 
you  bring  harmony  into  any  unpeaceful 
situation,  you  contribute  to  the  cause  of 
peace.  When  you  do  something  for  world 
peace,  peace  among  groups,  peace 
among  individuals,  or  your  own  inner 
peace,  you  improve  the  total  peace  pic- 
ture (Peace  Pilgrim,  1982,  p.  109). 

There  is  within  the  hearts  of  people 
deep  desire  for  peace  on  earth,  and  they 
would  speak  for  peace  if  they  were  not 


bound  by  apathy,  by  ignorance,  by  fear.  It 
is  the  job  of  peacemakers  to  inspire  them 
from  their  apathy,  to  dispel  their  ignorance 
with  truth,  to  allay  their  fear  with  faith  that 
God’s  laws  work — and  work  for  good  (p. 
99). 

A few  really  dedicated  people  can  offset 
the  ill  effects  of  masses  of  out-of-harmony 
people,  so  we  who  work  for  peace  must  not 
falter  (p.  99). 

Good  will  win  the  world..  The  darkness 
that  we  see  in  the  world  today  is  due  to  the 
disintegration  of  things  that  are  not  good. 
Only  the  things  that  are  good  can  endure 
(p.  99). 

My  simple  peace  message  is  adequate — 
really  just  the  message  that  the  way  of 
peace  is  the  way  of  love.  Love  is  the  great- 
est power  on  earth.  It  conquers  all  things 
( P ■ 97). 
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Back  row:  L.  to  r.:  Bob  McArdele,  Chelsea  McArdle,  Laura  Wooel,  Ellen  Sawislak,  Naki  Stevens,  Lee  First, 
Marjorie  Mike  sell,  Jim  Whittier.  Next  row  (on  left):  l.  to  r.  Aliy  ah  Shanti,  Meera  Shantih,  Darren  Wooel.  Front 
row,  l.  to  r.:  Alfred  Mike  sell,  Roberta  Cone  Ion,  Lee  Miller,  Susan  Dimitroff,  George  Dimitroff.  Next  row,  front  left, 
l.  to  r.:  Gus  Fromuth.  David  Albert,  Jeanne  Formuth  — Picture  by  Nancy  First. 


By  Alice  Miles  and 
Marybeth  Bland 
Olympia  Meeting 

Ward  and  Alice  Miles,  active  mem- 
bers of  the  University  Friends 
Meeting  in  Seattle,  moved  to  Olympia  in 
June  1972.  When  they  arrived  in  Olympia, 
there  was  no  formal  gathering  of  Quakers. 

They  were  contacted  by  Margery 
Sayre  and  Jocelyn  Dohm.  These  women 
had  been  involved  in  draft  counseling  dur- 
ing the  Vietnam  War  in  the  Olympia  area. 
They  informed  the  Miles  that  they  had  the 
names  of  a number  of  people  who  were 
interested  in  Quakerism.  Marge  was  a 
member  of  a meeting  in  the  East.  Then  the 
Miles  were  contacted  by  Miriam  Swift 
from  southern  California.  Her  daughter 
would  soon  be  attending  The  Evergreen 
State  College  and  was  hoping  that  there 
might  be  a Friends  Meeting  she  could  at- 
tend while  in  Olympia. 

The  Miles  took  this  opportunity  to 
have  a gathering  in  their  home  with  a pot- 
luck  supper.  Meeting  for  Worship,  and 
discussion  of  whether  to  meet  regularly  as 
a Friends’  group.  Seventeen  people  came 
to  this  gathering — a surprisingly  good  be- 
ginning. We  all  agreed  we  wanted  to  meet 
regularly  but  it  took  some  discussion  to 
decide  where,  when  and  how  often.  Sev- 
eral were  involved  in  other  churches 
where  they,  or  family  members,  had  com- 
mitments so  they  wanted  to  meet  in  the 
evening,  or  some  other  day  of  the  week. 
Having  seen  the  experiences  of  other 
meetings  which  started  this  way,  most  felt 
they  wanted  to  plan  this  as  a primary  wor- 
ship group  from  the  beginning.  A decision 
was  made  to  meet  every  other  Sunday  for 
potluck  breakfast  at  9:00  and  worship  at 
10:00,  rotating  among  homes  as  invited. 

The  nucleus  group  were  residents  of 
the  area  including  Mary  Isely,  Raully  and 
Bill  Peckham,  Sue  Conte,  and  others. 
Soon  attendance  was  increased  by  stu- 
dents at  The  Evergreen  State  College 
which  opened  the  same  year.  Early  at- 
tendee included  Susan  Campbell,  Alan 
Mountjoy-Venning,  Alan  Chickering, 
Fran  Williams,  Todd  Litman,  and  Glen 
Buschmann  along  with  many  who  no 
longer  live  in  the  area. 

At  the  beginning  the  Worship  Group 
consisted  of  three  members  of  University 


Meeting  and  one  member  of  a meeting  in 
the  East.  The  group  asked  to  taken  under 
the  care  of  the  closest  Monthly  Meeting, 
which  was  Tacoma.  It  was  a serious  con- 
sideration for  Tacoma  Friends  because 
they  were  at  that  time  low  in  membership, 
with  a number  elderly  and  ill  Friends.  Ta- 
coma finally  did  take  Olympia  under  their 
care  and  there  were  occasional  visits  back 
and  forth.  When  needed,  joint  clearness 
committees  were  set  up  for  membership 
and  for  marriage. 

Early  on,  it  became  apparent  that  the 
schedule  of  every  other  Sunday  wouldn’t 
work.  By  May  1,  1976,  it  was  every  Sun- 
day. Attendance  was  growing  and  some 
homes,  particularly  those  of  students, 
were  pretty  crowded.  Renting  space 
would  be  difficult  since  a large  proportion 
of  the  group  were  students.  Bob  Baird  and 
others  began  making  inquiries  and  found 
that  Ethel  Roesch,  executive  director  of 
the  Olympia  YWCA,  would  welcome  our 
presence  there  for  worship  on  Sundays. 
The  YWCA  building  is  a former  home 
and  for  some  it  provided  a good  transition 
from  our  members’  homes.  Some  weren’t 
happy  with  it  at  all.  The  YW  had  no  rental 
policy  at  that  time  so  after  awhile  the 
meeting  offered  to  do  some  repair  project 
for  the  YW.  The  answer  was  immediate: 
rebuild  the  outside  back  stairs  which  had 
become  hazardous.  This  was  a fine  week- 
end project.  Don  Songras,  then  an  Ever- 
green student,  supervised  since  he  had 
worked  all  summer  helping  his  family 
build  a house.  Quite  a group  participated, 
including  Celeste  Dodd  and  her  three  chil- 
dren. 

On  Feb.  6,  1977,  Olympia  Worship 


group  asked  for  Preparative  Meeting 
status  under  the  care  of  Tacoma  Meeting. 
Then  on  May  6,  1979,  it  was  minuted  that 
Olympia  Meeting  had  full  monthly  meet- 
ing status  as  of  April  28,  1979. 

Membership  increased  as  many  stu- 
dents stayed  on  and  Quakers  from  other 
parts  of  the  country  relocated  to  the  area 
bringing  their  own  perspective  to  the 
meeting.  These  included  Ross  and  Laura 
Miles,  Frances  Poynter,  Faith  and  Harold 
Carson,  Howard  and  Ruane  Scott,  and 
Grace  Nelson,  while  others  who  had 
helped  build  the  meeting  moved  on.  Later 
other  Friends  moved  here  including  Al- 
fred and  Marjorie  Mikesell,  Jeanne  Loh- 
mann,  Bob  and  Nancy  First,  Gus  and 
Jeanne  Fromuth,  Ruth  Alura  and  Don 
Dodd  and  all  brought  more  experience  as 
Friends  to  add  to  Olympia  Meeting. 

There  was  always  someone  prepared 
to  be  with  children.  At  one  point  Ben 
Dimitroff,  being  the  only  teenager,  took 
the  job  of  child  care.  If  no  children  were 
present  he  stayed  in  worship  with  the 
adults.  Parents  would  come  with  a child, 
but  if  there  were  no  other  children  they 
rarely  came  again.  The  present  active  chil- 
dren’s program  really  dates  from  the  arri- 
val of  the  Mallalieu  family  from  England. 
With  three  children  and  the  intention  of 
attending  regularly  they  provided  a nu- 
cleus for  other  children  to  join,  but  there 
was  not  adequate  space  at  the  YWCA  for 
a children’s  program. 

Eventually,  the  YWCA  was  not  large 
enough  to  accommodate  this  group  of 
Quakers.  It  became  time  to  look  for  an- 
other place  to  meet.  A committee  was 
formed  to  look  for  a meeting  house.  After 
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a while  a place  was  found.  Marge  Sayre 
was  instrumental  in  finding  that  the  Uni- 
tarian Fellowship  had  outgrown  their 
church  and  wanted  to  sell  it.  The  Olympia 
Friends  welcomed  the  idea  of  obtaining 
this  church  for  their  Meeting  House.  The 
worship  room  was  big  enough.  There  was 
good  space  for  children  and  an  adequate 
kitchen.  It  was  close  to  a main  bus  route 
and  easy  to  find  from  the  freeway.  In  1991 
they  completed  financial  arrangements 
and  moved  in.  They  put  on  a new  roof, 
painted,  dug  sand  from  underneath  the 
building,  and  bought  chairs  and  tables. 
The  church  was  built  in  1872  and  was  one 
of  the  oldest  churches  in  the  state  which 
had  been  continuously  used  as  a place  of 
worship.  For  about  a year  and  a half  the 
Unitarian  Fellowship  continued  to  meet 
here  in  the  afternoon  while  they  built  their 
new  facility.  The  Meeting  continues  to 
rent  space  five  mornings  a week  to  the 
preschool  which  had  started  under  the 
Unitarians.  The  Meeting  continues  to  rent 
to  the  Metropolitan  Church  of  Olympia 
for  their  worship  late  Sunday  afternoons. 

Since  the  move  to  the  new  building 
there  has  been  a regular  Sunday  children’s 
program.  Fran  Williams  was  the  main  or- 
ganizer. In  1999-2000  the  children 
learned  about  other  religions.  Celeste 
Dodd,  Susan  Campbell,  Callie  Wilson, 
Roberta  Condon,  Helen  Malialieu,  and 
Glen  Buschmann  are  among  our  faithful 
workers. 

The  people  who  are  members  of  this 
Meeting  and  those  who  attend  regularly 
are  active  in  the  community  as  a group  or 
on  their  own.  Some  members  were  in- 
volved in  the  Trident  protests;  others  are 
active  in  letter  writing,  in  working  to  abol- 
ish the  death  penalty  and  in  saving  a small 
community  newstand.  Olympia  Friends 
Meeting  was  one  of  the  first  meetings  to 
accept  same-sex  marriage.  They  have  also 
marched  in  the  local  Gay  and  Lesbian  pa- 
rade and  have  been  the  only  religious  or- 
ganization represented. 

New  people  continue  walking  in  the 
door  looking  for  a place  to  worship.  Ever- 
green students  are  still  coming  and  new 
people  are  becoming  members.  □ 


Olympia  MM:  worship  Sundays  10 
AM.  219  B Street  SW,  Tumwater, 
WA  98512.  Susan  Dimitroff,  Clerk, 
360-357-3853.  Children’s  program. 

For  more  information  about  Quakers 
in  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana,  and 
Idaho,  see  the  new  Pacific  Northwest 
Friends  website  at 

http://members.aol.com/WestQuakes/ 

PacificNorthwestQuakers.html 


by  David  H.  Albert 

Olympia  Meeting 

Krishnamal,  my  Indian  “mother,”  was 
the  fifth  of  13  children  born  in  a 
“scheduled  caste”  [formerly  called 
“untouchable”  or  “Harijan”  (‘children  of 
God’,  as  Gandhi  called  them)]  family  of 
landless  laborers  in  Tamil  Nadu,  India’s 
southernmost  state.  Her  father,  an  alco- 
holic, died  young,  leaving  her  mother  to 
fend  for  them  all.  She  has  63  or  64  nieces 
and  nephews,  more  than  300  grand  nieces 
and  nephews,  and  the  number  in  the  next 
generation  is  too  numerous  to  count. 
Through  her  land  reform  work  (her  or- 
ganization is  called  LAFTI  — Land  for  the 
Tillers  Freedom),  she  has  provided  land  to 
almost  11,000  families  (60-70,000  peo- 
ple) whose  ancestors  were  landless  for 
perhaps  a thousand  years  or  more.  They 
all  call  her  “Amma”  (mother)  or 
“Akka”  (elder  sister).  In  short,  she  (and 
we!)  have  a big  family. 

On  top  of  all  of  this,  Krishnamal  col- 
lects stray  children,  most  of  them  from  the 
scheduled  castes.  Children  left  out  in  the 
street  by  runaway  mothers.  Orphans  with 
no  place  to  go.  Children  with  drunken 
and  abusive  fathers.  Children  with  par- 
ents who  plead  for  Krishnamal  to  take 
their  children  in,  as  they  cannot  afford  to 
feed  them.  Children  she  finds  by  the  side 
of  the  highway,  in  refuse  dumps,  under 
railway  bridges.  Krishnamal  tries  to  make 
contact  with  the  families  or  distant  rela- 
tives when  she  can,  and  seeks  to  have 
them  make  symbolic  contributions  of  100 
rupees  per  year  (roughly  $2.40)  for  the 
child's  upkeep.  Money  is  not  the  issue. 
In  India,  a person  without  a family  is  vir- 
tually a non-person,  and  these  tenuous 
links  may  be  all  the  child  may  have  left. 

Currently,  we  have  22  boys  ages  7-13 
in  the  hostel  by  the  side  of  our  house. 
They  mostly  care  for  themselves,  with  the 
older  ones  or  those  who  have  been  there 
the  longest  guiding  the  younger  ones. 
(There  are  also  50  girls  housed  near  the 
LAFTI  office  170  miles  away  and  another 
hostel  housing  61  more  boys  close  by.) 
The  family  kitchen  in  our  compound  puts 
together  meals,  and  helps  the  boys  wash 
what  little  clothing  they  have.  Two 
“uncles”  help  them  organize  their  time 
and  space  and  see  them  off  to  school. 
Krishnamal  manages  to  borrow  and  raise 


Manikandan  and  David  Albert 


enough  funds  to  send  most  of  them  off  to 
the  convent  schools,  which  are  at  least 
marginally  better  than  the  state-run  ones. 
The  kids  help  around  the  farm,  sweep  the 
compound,  wash  the  van,  anything  to 
make  themselves  feel  useful.  Krishnamal 
gives  a couple  of  old  scraps  of  cloth  to  a 
10-year-old  tailor’s  son,  which  he 
promptly  makes  into  a bag.  They  greet 
every  visitor  (and  there  are  many)  with 
aplomb,  and  keep  a watchful  but  friendly 
eye  over  their  surroundings.  In  the  even- 
ing, the  boys  gather  in  a square  on  mats 
on  our  open-air  covered  porch.  The  lights 
are  put  out,  and  a small  oil  lamp  is  lit. 
The  boys  sing  prayers  in  Sanskrit  contain- 
ing 100  names  of  God,  a second  in  Hindi 
(a  favorite  of  Gandhi’s)  proclaiming  the 
unity  of  all  religions,  and  a third  in  Tamil 
praising  the  light  of  compassion  surround- 
ing and  within  all  sentient  beings. 

One  midday,  just  before  lunch,  the 
leader  of  the  boys,  one  Subhas  Bose  (age 
13)  and  a few  of  his  fellows  hauled  a 
small  boy  before  Krishnamal.  There  he 
was,  A.  Manikandan,  eight  years  old  but 
looking  no  larger  than  a small  five,  head 
with  mournful  eyes  hanging  down  from 
his  undersized  shoulders.  He  was  bare- 
foot like  all  the  others,  dressed  in  navy 
blue  shorts  with  frayed  pockets  and  edges, 
(“Punishment  of  Manikandan  cont.onp.  23) 
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By  Brynnen  L.  Ford  and 
Jonathan  W.  Brown 

University  Meeting 
on  the  occasion  of  their  marriage 
July  11, 1999 

We  believe  it  is  fundamentally  unjust 
and  contrary  to  God’s  will  to  dis- 
criminate against  same-sex  couples  who 
seek  legal  recognition  of  their  committed 
relationships. 

It  is  best  left  up  to  a couple,  with  the 
assistance  of  God  and  their  community,  to 
discern  whether  they  are  prepared  for 
marriage  (spiritually  and  in  other  ways), 
and,  if  so,  to  help  them  solemnize  it.  We 
are  proud  of  the  fact  that  many  monthly 
meetings  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends,  including  University  Friends 
Meeting,  perform  marriages  of  couples 
regardless  of  the  gender  of  the  individuals 
involved. 

Nevertheless,  we  also  believe  it  is 
appropriate  for  the  state  to  register  com- 
mitted partnerships  in  order  to  encourage 
stability  within  families  and  communities. 
As  a practical  matter,  legal  marriage  con- 
fers numerous  benefits,  as  well  as  addi- 
tional responsibilities,  upon  a couple.  The 
RCW  Project.  An  Analysis  of  the  Benefits 
and  Burdens  of  Marriage  Contained  in 
the  Revised  Code  of  Washington,  a study 
for  the  Legal  Marriage  Alliance  of  Wash- 
ington, found  over  360  statues  affected  by 
marital  status. 

However,  the  intangible  benefits  of 
legal  marriage  may  be  even  more  signifi- 
cant. Civil  marriage  is  an  endorsement  by 
the  state  and  a reflection  of  society’s  sup- 
port for  the  relationship.  By  excluding  gay 
and  lesbian  couples  from  this  recognition, 
we  are  implicitly  and  explicitly  rejecting 
the  validity  of  their  relationships  and  the 
reality  of  their  love. 

In  1997,  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
approved  a minute  calling  for  “legal  recogni- 
tion of  the  marriages  of  gay  and  lesbian  cou- 
ples to  permit  them  the  same  legal  rights  and 
responsibilities  that  pertain  to  heterosexual 
married  couples.”  Until  this  is  achieved,  we 
feel  that,  as  a matter  of  conscience,  we  can 
not  participate  in  a system  that  “brings  legal, 
financial  and  social  discrimination  against 
lesbian  and  gay  couples  and  their  children.” 


Won’t  most  people  assume  you  are  mar- 
ried anyway? 

Since  we  will  be  married  in  a religious 
ceremony  under  the  care  of  University 
Friends  Meeting,  we  will  consider  our- 
selves to  be  married  and  we  expect  to  be 
treated  like  any  other  married  couple. 

However,  recognizing  that  civil  mar- 
riage is  a separate  and  no  less  important 
matter,  we  have  taken  a number  of  legal 
steps  to  protect  ourselves,  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  gay  and  lesbian  couples  must.  For 
example,  we  will  obtain  wills,  powers  of 
attorney,  and  health  care  directives.  Obvi- 
ously these  documents  are  important  for 
married  couples  to  have  as  well,  but  the 
law  makes  certain  assumptions  for  legally 
married  couples  that  are  not  made  for  other 
partnerships. 

Consequently,  in  certain  cases,  we  will 
have  to  go  out  of  our  way  to  be  treated 
equally,  other  times  we  will  have  to  settle 
for  unequal  treatment.  We  anticipate  that 
these  sorts  of  challenges  and  inconven- 
iences will  also  present  us  with  opportuni- 
ties to  create  change. 

Will  you  ever  get  legally  married? 

Yes.  Someday,  probably  sooner  than  we 
expect,  it  will  be  possible  for  all  adults  to 
choose  their  legal  spouse  regardless  of  gen- 
der. After  all,  marriages  of  people  of  differ- 
ent racial  backgrounds  were  only  legalized 
throughout  this  country  in  1967. 

Also,  although  we  plan  to  continue  this 
witness  indefinitely,  we  recognize  that  a 
time  may  come  when  the  security  of  our 
relationship,  or  of  our  family,  may  make  it 
necessary  to  seek  civil  recognition  of  our 
marriage.  As  a heterosexual  couple,  we  are 
privileged  to  be  able  to  make  such  a 
choice.  But  regardless  of  the  legal  status  of 
our  relationship,  we  are  committed  to 
working  toward  the  day  when  gay  and  les- 
bian couples  have  the  same  choice. 

How  can  l help? 

Please  write  to  your  national  and  state 
elected  officials  and  urge  them  to  legalize 
civil  marriage  for  gay  and  lesbian  couples. 
Unfortunately,  many  states,  including 
Washington,  as  well  as  the  U.S.  Congress 
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in  a K-5  public  elementary  school 
and  has  a BA  from  Swarthmore 
College  and  an  M.Ed.,  Danforth 
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and  has  a BA  from  Oberlin  Col- 
lege. 
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have  passed  laws  in  recent  years  specifi- 
cally outlawing  civil  recognition  of  gay 
and  lesbian  marriages.  A great  deal  of 
work  will  be  required  to  change  public 
consciousness  and  prevail  in  the  courts, 
before  our  leaders  will  follow.  Conse- 
quently, you  may  also  want  to  make  a do- 
nation to  an  organization  that  is  in  the 
forefront  of  this  work.  We  suggest: 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund 
120  Wall  Street,  Suite  1500 
New  York,  NY  10005-3904 
general@lambdalegal.org 


Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual  Policy  Program 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
1501  Cherry  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19102 
212-809-8585  215-241-7000 
afscinfo  @ afsc.org 
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AFSC  Organizes  Youth 
For  Gay  Liberation  Efforts 


Seattle,  Washington:  Seventeen-year- 
old  Jake  Koppenhaver,  a senior  intern  with 
the  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  Transgender  & 
Questioning  (GLBTQ)  Youth  Program, 
was  not  afraid  to  think  big.  His  proposal  for 
an  outside  project  was  to  develop  a “by 
youth,  for  youth”  resource  directory  for 
GLBTQ  youth  all  over  the  state  of  Wash- 
ington. 

It  was  the  right  idea  at  the  right  time. 
Serendipitously,  the  Safe  Schools  Coalition 
(SSC)  of  Washington  was  initiating  their 
own  effort  to  improve  the  information  in 
their  statewide  resource  guide  for  GLBTQ 
youth  and  the  adults  who  work  with  them. 
Out  of  this  shared  concern  was  born  the 
Community  Access  Project  (CAP),  a joint 
project  of  the  SSC  and  the  AFSC’s 
GLBTQ  Youth  Program. 

Through  CAP  youth  and  adults  will 
come  together  to  assess  available  resources 
across  the  state  for  their  ability  to  provide 
safe  and  appropriate  services  to  GLBTQ 
youth.  The  project  will  insure  accurate  and 
reliable  referrals  to  community  resources 
for  GLBTQ  youth  in  Washington.  This  is 
especially  valuable  to  those  outside  of  ma- 
jor metropolitan  areas  where  resources  are 
scarce. 

Youth/adult  teams  from  the  CAP  coor- 
dinating committee  have  already  begun 
visiting  regional  committees  in  communi- 
ties throughout  the  state  to  provide  training. 
Regional  committees  are  composed  of  local 
community  members  who  will  go  into  their 
own  communities  to  assess  their  local  re- 
sources. Types  of  community  resources  to 
be  evaluated  include  Health  and  Social 
Service  Agencies,  Communities  of  Wor- 
ship, Human  Rights  Groups,  and  Recrea- 
tion Programs. 

CAP  will  also  identify  which  agencies 
would  like  or  need  further  training  in  order 
to  improve  their  services  to  GLBTQ  youth. 
Through  the  distribution  of  the  CAP  Re- 
source Notebook  (a  comprehensive  re- 
source and  referral  source  developed  by 
GLBTQ  Youth  Program  Assistant  Gabriel 
Foster,  the  CAP  coordinating  committee, 
and  community  access  organizers  across 
the  state)  and  the  SSC  Resource  Guide, 
CAP  will  provide  community  organizations 
with  a bevy  of  resources. 

The  project  is  scheduled  to  be  com- 
pleted in  September  of  2001,  just  in  time 
for  the  new  school  year. 

While  CAP  has  a timeline  and  very 


concrete  goals,  the  coordinators  do  have  a 
long  term  agenda — to  build  a strong  network 
of  GLBTQ  advocates  and  allies  across 
Washington  to  strengthen  current  resources 
for  GLBTQ  youth  and  build  future  ones. 
CAP  is  an  exciting  and  living  testament  to 
AFSC’s  commitment  to  “ground  our  work  at 
the  community  level  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  partnership  with  those  who  suffer 
the  conditions  we  seek  to  change  and  in- 
formed by  their  strength  and  vision.” 

You  can  obtain  a copy  of  the  SSC  Re- 
source Guide  or  find  out  more  about  the  coa- 
lition at  their  website  www.safeschools-wa. 
org.  If  you  live  in  Washington  and  would 
like  to  find  out  more  about  CAP  please  con- 
tact Beth  Reis.  Phone:  206-296-4970  or  e- 
mail:  Elizabeth.Reis@METROKC.GOV— 
Joyful  Freeman , Seattle,  Washington. 

HONOLULU,  Ha  wait.  The  Gay  Liberation 
Program  in  Hawai’i  recently  won  a signifi- 
cant victory  in  its  campaign  to  make  Ha- 
waii’s schools  safer  and  more  just  places 
for  ALL  students.  After  a successful  cam- 
paign of  offering  testimony,  media  coverage 
and  coalition  building,  we  have  changed  the 
Board  of  Education’s  (BOE)  definition  of 
harassment  for  all  of  Hawaii’s  public 
schools.  At  a November  3,  2000,  Board 
meeting  on  the  island  of  Kauai,  the  BOE 
voted  to  change  its  definition  of  harassment 
in  chapter  19  of  the  Administrative  Rules  to 
protect  students  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
national  origin,  ancestry,  sex,  religion,  dis- 
ability and  sexual  orientation. 

AFSC  Hawaii  has  co-initiated  Hawaii’s 
Safe  Schools  Coalition  with  the  Department 
of  Health  STD/AIDS  Prevention  Branch. 
We  have  brought  together  over  ninety  three 
individuals  from  health,  human  and  civil 
rights  groups,  faith  communities  and  educa- 
tors and  students  to  work  under  the  belief 
that  everyone  deserves  the  right  to  safe 
schools. 

Beginning  in  February  2000,  the  Safe 
Schools  Coalition  began  meeting  at  the 
Honolulu  Friends  Meeting  House.  Since 
then,  we  broadened  the  network  to  all  is- 
lands in  preparation  for  the  public  hearings 
in  each  Hawaii  school  district.  Our  cam- 
paign gathered  support  from  over  two  thou- 
sand individuals  who  submitted  testimony  or 
signed  post  cards  in  favor  of  chapter  19. 
The  overwhelming  majority  of  testimonies 
have  been  in  support  of  the  proposed  defini- 
tion of  harassment  in  chapter  19.  However 


significant  testimonies  were  filed  against 
chapter  19  with  a strong  and  heavily  publi- 
cized presence.  In  fact  chapter  19  and  the 
Board  of  Education  race  became  some  hot 
issues  during  the  November  2000  local  elec- 
tions. Some  have  even  said  that  they 
eclipsed  interest  in  the  presidential  elections 
locally. 

The  true  challenge  was  to  make  the 
public  see  the  humanity  of  Lesbian,  Gay, 
Bisexual  and  Transgender  persons.  Key  to 
AFSC’s  approach  is  facilitating  the  leader- 
ship of  LGBTQ  young  people.  Too  often, 
their  voices  have  been  left  out  in  delibera- 
tions about  their  well-being.  Five  young 
LGBTQ  volunteers  with  AFSC,  Aaron  Ar- 
quinez,  Valery  Atkinson,  Ryan  Johns,  Kim 
Takenishi,  Sean  Wheeler  have  done  out- 
standing work  educating  others  about  the 
concerns  of  gay  youth.  Sean  is  a 15-year-old 
student  at  a leeward  school.  Valery  and 
Ryan  are  high  school  seniors  (and  both  have 
parents  in  the  military).  Kim  and  Aaron  are 
both  17  and  recent  graduates.  At  Board  of 
Education  public  hearings,  all  of  these  rain- 
bow revolutionaries  delivered  moving  testi- 
monies and  never  wavered  in  the  face  of 
opponents’  demeaning  and  sinister  charac- 
terizations of  gay  persons.  They  have  also 
spoken  with  press  to  lift  up  our  concerns  and 
organized  a well-televised  youth  vigil 
against  hate  to  build  support  for  chapter  19. 

The  support  of  Friends  made  a critical 
difference  in  this  campaign.  Honolulu 
Friends  Meeting  members  Paul  Gracie, 
Kay  Linn  and  Annie  Worth  deserve  recog- 
nition and  appreciation  for  their  testimo- 
nies and  witness  in  support  of  justice  for 
gay,  lesbian,  bisexual,  transgender  and 
questioning  youth. 

I invite  you  to  join  us. . .to  see  then  what 
love  can  do...  to  open  yourself  up  to  em- 
brace all  people  regardless  of  who  they  love. 
Only  then  can  we  work  together  to  build  a 
community  that  truly  honors  all  of  its  mem- 
bers-one  that  accepts  and  celebrates  the  end- 
less possibilities  of  love.  If  we  work  together 
for  Gay  Liberation  we  can  create  a society 
where  all  of  us  can  feel  safe  and  free  to  ac- 
knowledge love  in  all  its  forms  and  to  appre- 
ciate the  value  and  gifts  of  one  another.  Only 
then  can  we  truly  have  safe  schools,  loving 
families  and  a just  and  beloved  community. 
Pride  and  Peace. . .Bring  it  on! ! 

To  support  this  work,  consider  making 
a donation.  The  Gay  Liberation  Project  is 
funded  by  grants  and  generous  contribu- 
tions from  concerned  people.  Please  write 
checks  earmarked  for:  AFSC-Hawaii-Gay 
Liberation,  2426  Oahu  Ave,  Honolulu,  HI 
96822,  or  please  contact  our  office:  808- 
988-6266  Mahalo  nui  loa! — Camaron  Mi- 
yamoto, Honolulu,  Hawaii. 
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by  Lanny  Jay 

Redwood  Forest  Friends  Meeting 


The  quintessential  Quaker  query  is, 
“What  canst  thou  say?”  This  essay  is  the 
author’s  attempt  to  respond  to  Fox’s 
challenge.  Readers  are  encouraged  to 
submit  their  own  spiritual  journeys  and 
experiences  with  Truth. — Editor. 

As  fate  would  have  it,  when  I was  ten 
years  old  I performed  the  first  good 
deed  in  my  life;  at  some  risk  to  myself,  I 
helped  another  ten-year-old  child  avoid 
being  beaten  up  by  a group  of  kids.  The 
immediate  result  of  my  helping  another 
escape  a beating  was  a lengthy,  unde- 
served haranguing  by  a rabbi.  The  infi- 
nitely more  important  result  was  that,  as  I 
walked  home  knowing  that  I would  never 
attend  another  day  of  Hebrew  school,  I 
asked  questions  and  found  answers  which 
(all  praise  to  Allah)  allowed  me  to  begin 
my  spiritual  journey.  That  day,  at  the  ten- 
der age  of  ten,  I discovered  and  began  to 
know  a theology  which  is  Eastern  and 
God-based — thus  akin  to  Hinduism  or 
Jainism,  rather  than  to  Buddhism  or  Tao- 
ism. 

I first  attended  Quaker  Meeting  for 
Worship  during  1979,  seventeen  years 
after  my  spiritual  journey  had  began.  I 
was  immediately  comfortable  with 
Friends  and  their  beliefs,  and  soon  joined 
San  Francisco  Friends  Meeting.  After  all, 
and  leaving  culture,  history  and  geogra- 
phy aside,  Quakers  from  my  vantage  point 
can  be  considered  “hyphenated  Hindus” — 
namely,  “Christian-Hindus”  or,  perhaps 
less  oxymoronically,  “Western-Hindus.”  I 
can  make  this  claim  because  at  the  center 
of  Quakerism  is  the  belief  that  “there’s 
that  of  God  in  everyone.”  And  nothing 
could  be  more  consistent  with  Hinduism, 
the  core  of  which  can  be  summed  up  in 
one  word  - namaste. 

Namaste,  like  “hello,”  is  a simple 
greeting  used  a hundred  times  a day.  But 
while  “hello”  has  no  meaning  for  most 
English  speakers,*  namaste  is  jam-packed 
with  meaning  for  Hindus.  It  means,  “I  sa- 
lute the  deity  within  you”;  it  means  I rec- 

*Etymologically,  the  word  “hello”  is  related  to 
“hallow,”  which  means  “holy.”  But  the  word  is 
usually  used  as  to  express  surprised  greeting 
(“Hello!  Anyone  home?”)  rather  than  to  affirm 
the  hallowedness  of  the  individual. — Editor. 


ognize  that  within  you — be  you  king  or 
peasant,  thief  or  saint,  of  low  caste  or 
high,  male  or  female,  dark-skinned  or 
light,  young  or  old,  kind  or  malicious, 
bold  or  meek — the  deity  resides.  Hindus 
routinely  salute  the  deity  within  each 
other,  and  comfortably  refer  to  God  by  a 
myriad  of  names — Rama,  Krishna, 
Ganesh,  Sita,  Kanjanaa  and  Shiva,  to  list 
but  only  a few. 

What  of  Friends?  Do  Quakers  believe 
that  the  deity  resides  within  each,  and  use 
numerous  names  for  the  “that  of  God” 
which  is  internal,  eternal,  universal,  mysti- 
cal and  divine?  Robert  Griswold,  serving 
as  last  year’s  Brinton  visitor  to  PYM,  fre- 
quently reminded  Friends: 

The  first  point  of  Friends  theology  is 
that  Divine  Love,  Divine  Power,  and 
Divine  Authority  exist  and  are  known 
to  exist  by  direct  personal  experience. 
We  have  called  this  experience  the 
Light  Within  or  the  Light  of  Christ 
within.  We  have  also  used  many  other 
names  (“Truth,”  “Seed,”  “God,” 
“Word,”  “Power”)  to  point  to  our  ex- 
perience. The  proliferation  of  these 
names  is  evidence  for  the  fact  that  the 
name  is  not  the  thing  named.  We  may 
have  a personal  fondness  for  a name, 
but  the  fact  remains  that  the  name  is 
only  a pointer  by  which  we  point  to 
our  experience.  The  experience  is  pri- 
mary. The  name  is  secondary.  Eliza- 
beth Bathurst,  a Friends  theologian 
writing  in  1679,  had  other  names  [for 
the  Light,  Seed,  Christ  or  deity 
within]  but  she  was  clear  about  this 
matter. 

For  ‘tis  still  but  one  thing  I 
am  describing,  although  rendered 
by  divers  Names:  In  as  much  as 
the  sure  Word  of  Prophecy,  and 
the  Day-Star  here  spoken  of,  dif- 
fer only  in  Degrees,  not  in  Nature 
and  Kind:  both  which  Expression 
denote  to  us,  that  one  gift  of 
Light  and  Grace  through  Christ 
Jesus  freely  bestowed  on  all 
Men...  (FB,  1/01,  p.  6.) 

Simply  put,  and  as  most  any  Hindu 
would  likely  explain,  “God  is  beyond  all 
names  and  naming.”  But  is  there  more  to 
this  similarity  than  mere  linguistic  coinci- 
dence? I certainly  think  so.  My  sojourns  in 
India  (1970  and  1976)  taught  me  that  Hin- 
dus and  Jains  (see  side-box)  believe  that 


“The  humble  sage  by  virtue  of  true  knowledge,  sees 
with  equal  [spiritual]  vision  a learned  and  gentle 
brahmana,  a cow,  an  elephant,  a dog  and  a dog- 
eater  [outcaste].”  p.  188.  From  Bhagavad-Gita  As 
It  Is,  A.C.  Baktivedanta  Swami  Prabhupada.  © 
International  Society  for  Krishna  Consciousness. 

Jains  and  Quakers 

Just  as  most  people  assume  that 
Quakerism  is  a Protestant  denomi- 
nation, so  too  most  people  and  diction- 
aries of  the  English  language  are  quick 
to  label  the  Jain  faith  a 2500  year  old 
sect  of  Hinduism.  However,  just  as 
many  Quakers  would  protest  that 
Friends  do  not  elevate  the  Bible,  but 
believe  in  continuing  revelation  avail- 
able to  one  and  all,  and  for  this  reason 
Quakerism  is  not  actually  a Protestant 
denomination,  so  too  many  Jains  would 
protest  that  Jainism  is  not  truly  a sect  of 
Hinduism. 

The  Jain  laity  is  far  less  strict  than 
their  clergy.  Jain  nuns  and  monks  are 
known  for  wearing  masks  so  as  not  to 
harm  any  flying  insects  by  accidentally 
breathing  them  in;  traveling  only  by 
foot,  sweeping  their  paths  as  they  walk 
so  as  not  to  harm  any  creature  by  step- 
ping on  it;  teaching  without  charge;  and 
begging  for  their  food,  accepting  what 
is  offered  only  after  being  assured  that 
the  food  is  surplus  which  would  other- 
wise go  to  waste.  Jain  temples  are  only 
for  their  laity  and  visitors  of  other 
faiths;  absent  an  incapacitating  illness 
or  some  other  exigency,  you  will  never 
find  a Jain  monk  or  nun  in  a Jain  tem- 
ple. Leaving  the  obvious  dissimilarities 
between  our  faiths  aside,  Quakerism 
and  Jainism  is  each  known  for  its  peace 
testimony,  and  each  is  sui  generis 
within  a unique  geographical,  cultural 
and  ever-evolving  historical  context.  □ 
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Number  34 


Dear  Friends  of  Peace  Pilgrim, 

We  will  soon  be  flying  to  Costa  Rica  (our  air  fare  being 
paid  by  a Peace  Pilgrim  friend  who  wants  us  to  attend  the 
unveiling  of  a Peace  Pilgrim  statue  on  November  19th).  An 
Academic  Seminar  is  to  be  on  November  18  at  the  United 
Nations  University  for  Peace.  It  will  be  a gathering  of 
people  who  knew  Peace  Pilgrim  or  are  inspired  by  her 
message.  We  will  share  our  experiences  and  discuss  how  we 
can  spread  her  message  to  educational  institutions  around 
the  world.  This  project  is  part  of  an  historic  peace 
initiative,  COSTA  RICA  2000:  NEW  MILLENNIUM  of 
PEACE. 

It  is  one  very  important  event  in  a series  of  events 
scheduled  this  year  that  the  United  Nations  has  called: 
INTERNATIONAL  YEAR  for  the  CULTURE  of  PEACE. 

* * 

The  Friends  of  Friends  of  Peace  Pilgrim  was  formed  to 
insure  that  Peace  Pilgrim’s  message  will  continue  being 
spread  around  the  world  beyond  our  lifetimes.  They  have 
helped  find  funds  for  the  statue. 

The  Peace  Pilgrim  Center  is  receiving  increasing  interest 
from  schools  and  colleges  for  her  important  message.  We 
simply  have  not  time  to  follow  all  the  leads,  to  do  all  the 
networking  that  could  be  done  with  so  many  good  peace 
groups  that  are  springing  up  around  the  world. 

Friends  of  Friends  of  Peace  Pilgrim  is  researching 
funding  from  foundations  and  other  sources  and  looking 
for  an  adequate  and  permanent  Peace  Pilgrim  Center.  This 
frees  us  to  give  most  of  our  time  to  continue  filling 
requests  for  her  books  and  tapes. 

* * 

GREECE  — Emmanual  Petrakis,  a long  time  Friend  of 
Peace  Pilgrim,  wrote  recently  about  David  Stringer  the 
international  coordinator  of  the  Universal  Alliance. 

David  Stringer  has  approached  me  as  Universal  Alliance 
representative  in  Greece  for  any  proposals.  I suggested  that 
the  PEACE  PILGRIM  book  and  STEPS  booklet  should  be 
used  in  every  secondary  and  tertiary  classroom  of  the  world 
as  a basis  for  study  and  discussion  within  World  Peace 
Studies,  as  a part  of  every  curriculum.  Also  to  be  promoted 
as  special  programs  within  religious  institutions  and  the 
mass  media,  with  UNESCO  backing.  This  has  been 
approved  and  is  currently  being  ratified. 


GUN  FREE  DAY  ON  TV  — SOMETIMES 
BIG  IDEAS  START  SMALL 

Sheila  Johnston  of  Chesterfield,  Virginia  is  a mother  of 
3-year-old  daughter,  who  was  watching  the  coverage  of 
school  shootings  on  TV  and  was  horrified  with  what  she 
saw  — the  influence  of  TV  violence  on  children.  Uncertain 
at  first  about  what  to  do,  an  idea  came  to  her. 

"I  really  felt  helpless  watching  the  news  of  the  Johnsboro 
school  shootings.  I was  in  tears.  It  took  a week  of  reflection 
and  prayer,  but  I finally  came  up  with  an  idea  that  I hoped 
might  help  in  some  small  way." 

"I  thought  that  a way  to  start  was  to  have  just  one  day  in 
the  year  where  there  wouldn’t  be  any  guns  or  gun-related 
violence  shown  on  TV.  So  I took  the  idea  to  my  church, 
and  they  liked  it,  "explained  Johnston,  a member  of 
Midlothian  Friends  Meeting  — a Quaker  congregation 
located  in  the  suburbs  of  Richmond,  Virginia.  They  were  so 
enthusiastic  about  her  idea  that  they  decided  to  try  and 
develop  it  as  a national,  grassroots  movement. 

Easter  Sunday,  April  15,  2001,  is  proposed  as  the  first 
day  in  what  the  Midlothian  Quakers  hope  will  be  an  annual 
event  on  Easter.  The  Quakers  are  encouraging  television 
networks  to  voluntarily  structure  their  programming  on  that 
day  so  there  are  no  hand-guns  or  gun-related  programming 
shown  on  television.  Easter  Sunday  in  2001  will  be  close  to 
two  years  after  the  Columbine  high  school  massacre  in 
which  twelve  students  and  one  teacher  lost  their  lives  to 
two  student  gunmen  who  also  look  their  own  lives. 

Beth  Schanz,  clerk  of  the  Quaker  committee  responsible 
for  developing  the  idea,  explained  that,  "This  isn’t  about 
gun  control.  It’s  about  changing  the  way  we  expose  our 
children  to  the  violent  use  of  guns.  We  would  like  for 
everyone  on  that  Sunday  to  just  pause  and  reflect  about 
how  we  as  a society  constantly  expose  our  children  to 
violence. 

The  Midlothian  Quakers  developed  an  internet  web  site 
to  explain  the  idea.  The  site  is  in  the  form  of  questions  and 
answers  about  the  grassroots  movement,  and  also  provides 
links  to  other  sites  that  provide  information  about  the 
effects  of  violence  on  children. 

Information  on  a free  bumper  sticker  or  on  the  Gun 
Free  Day  On  TV  movement  can  be  found  on  the  internet 
at  www.GunFreeDayOntv.org  or  by  calling  Midlothian 
Friends  Meeting  at  804-598-1676. 
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A TEXAS  LAWYER  WRITES 

by  Jed  I.  Oliver,  6534  King’s  Crown,  San  Antonio,  TX  78233 

I was  reading  the  Sunday  news,  and  a small  article  stated 
that  a lady  by  name  of  Peace  Pilgrim  would  be  speaking  at 
a University  Congregational  Church  just  west  of  University 
of  Texas  — Austin  campus.  The  article  said  that  she  would 
speak  of  resolution,  not  other  means  of  contention  or 
conflict. 

I walked  into  the  church  and  saw  this  tennis-shoed,  gray- 
haired lady,  appearing  about  70-something,  and  I was 
immediately  spell-bound  by  her  force  and  her  eyes.  Her 
eyes  were  eyes  of  knowing.  The  next  day,  in  my  Austin  law 
office,  I could  not  concentrate  on  anything.  So  in  mid- 
morning I called  the  news  writer  and  asked  if  she  knew 
where  I might  meet  up  with  Peace  Pilgrim  again.  She  knew. 

A few  minutes  later,  I was  walking  out,  telling  my  staff 
that  I would  be  back  sometime  in  the  day.  I went  to  the 
near-campus  place  where  she  was  presenting,  and  at  the 
conclusion,  she  came  to  my  residence  for  a few  hour’s  visit. 

I returned  her  to  her  host/hostess,  and  asked  how,  if  at 
all,  I could  help  her  or  be  in  her  company  again.  She  said 
that  I could  pick  her  up  and  take  her  to  the  Presbyterian 
Seminary  the  next  day  where  she  was  to  have  lunch  with 
the  seminarians  and  speak  or  answer  questions. 

Her  host,  Peace  Pilgrim  and  I sat  at  a cafeteria  table, 
and  as  the  first  seminarians  began  to  leave,  an 
administrator  announced  her  presence  and  invited  any 
seminarian  over  to  meet  her  to  discuss  with  her,  or  to  ask 
questions.  I got  the  feeling  that  the  seminarians  were 
embarrassed  to  come  to  a tennis-shoed  lady  who  was 
emblazoned  with  PEACE  PILGRIM  on  her  smock.  A 
handful  of  seminarians  dropped  by  the  table.  Their 
questions  were  complex,  compound  and  intricate. 

She  answered  in  completely  comprehensive  (not  partial, 
not  omitting,  not  deflecting)  SIMPLE  responses.  Being 
from  a wordy  profession,  I was  in  deep  reverence.  The  last 
time  that  I saw  her  was  a few  days  later  when  I had  asked 
her  how  can  I help.  She  stated  that  she  was  on  her  way  to 
Comfort,  Texas,  and  that  if  I wanted  to,  then  I could  give 
her  a ride.  I did. 

A few  years  later,  I learned  that  not  long  in  the  past  she 
died  in  what  I heard  was  a car  crash.  All  of  my  life  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  phrases  I had  ever  heard  were  those 
biblical  statements  of  "take  no  thought  of  your  next  meal, 
for  your  heavenly  Father  provides  for  the  birds  of  the  air, 
how  much  more  so  for  you?"  Also,  the  Bible  joined  with 
"take  no  thought  of  what  you  will  wear,  for  Solomon  in  all 
his  glory  was  not  more  adorned  than  the  Lilies  of  the 
Valley,  and  how  much  more  so  are  you." 

She  was  the  FIRST  that  I had  ever  found  that  lived 
those  scriptures.  I asked  to  give  her  some  money.  She  said, 
"No,  it  would  endanger  my  way."  I asked  to  buy  her  an 
extra  pair  of  tennis  shoes  so  that  when  hers  wore  out,  she 
would  have  them.  She  beautifully  laughed  and  said  "No, 
thank  you.  All  I carry  is  a comb  [a  toothbrush,  copies  of  my 
message  and  my  mail].  That  is  all  I need.  When  I am 


hungry  I will  eat  if  I am  offered.  If  I am  not  offered,  I 
won’t  eat.  When  I need  to  get  someplace  and  I am  offered 
a ride,  I will  accept  it.  If  not,  I will  walk." 

She  told  me  that  she  had  faced  a lot  of  danger,  and  she 
stated  that  each  time  she  would  talk  to  the  Christ  in  that 
person,  and  would  not  talk  to  the  other  parts.  She  said  she 
did  that  in  talking  with  every  person.  She  related  to  the 
Christ  within  others.  What  an  awesome  power  she  had. 

* * 

AMERICORPS  — KANSAS  CITY  TEAM 

by  Ed  Chasteen,  Director  of  Community  Involvement,  Central 
Baptist  Seminary 

AmeriCorps  is  the  domestic  equivalent  of  the  Peace 
Corps.  Students  take  time  off  from  their  studies  to  sign  up 
for  10  month  tours  of  duty  as  team  members.  Students  are 
paid  enough  to  cover  their  living  expenses  and  can 
accumulate  funds  for  college,  which  they  receive  when  their 
AmeriCorps  duties  have  ended.  Students  may  re-enlist  for 
additional  10  month  tours. 

From  all  across  the  nation,  student  volunteers  are 
brought  to  AmeriCorps  training  centers.  Here  they  are 
placed  in  teams  and  provided  training  before  being  sent  on 
assignment  somewhere  in  America  where  they  are  needed 
and  have  been  requested. 

Central  Baptist  Seminary  President  and  his  staff  invited 
the  team  to  live  on  campus  without  charge.  The  Seminary 
has  pledged  itself  to  be  a good  neighbor  to  those  who  live 
near  the  campus  and  offered  to  house  the  AmeriCorps 
Team  as  a visible  demonstration  of  that  pledge.  The  team 
will  assist  Neighborhood  Housing  Services  in  their  on-going 
effort  to  paint  and  fix-up  homes. 

For  more  information  call  Ed  Chasteen,  Director  of 
Community  Involvement  for  Central  Seminary  and  Founder 
of  HateBusters  913-371-5313,  ex.  139 

* * 

CHAPLAIN  — I serve  as  full-time  chaplain  of  an  adult 
male  minimum  custody  prison  here  in  North  Carolina. 
There  are  290  inmates  here,  which  includes  35-40 
participating  in  Drug,  Alcohol  Recovery  Treatment  (DAR). 
So,  along  with  other  transfers,  we  have  a weekly  turnover 
of  15-20  inmates.  We  also  have  several  Vocational, 
Educational  and  Work  programs. 

Today,  an  inmate  showed  me  the  PEACE  PILGRIM 
booklet,  the  newsletter  and  other  information  materials. 
Considering  all  the  avenues  I have  pursued,  since  becoming 
a chaplain  ten  years  ago,  looking  for  material  appropriate 
for  prison  ministry,  I could  not  believe  I had  never  seen 
this  story  and  materials  before.  It  is  very  inspiring  and  I 
would  like  to  make  it  available  to  the  inmates  here. 

* * 

NEW  YORK  — I have  read  and  re-read  PEACE 
PILGRIM  and  with  each  reading  I absorb  something  more. 
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NEVER  UNDERESTIMATE 
THE  POWER  OF  YOUR  ACTIONS 

One  day,  when  I was  a freshman  in  high  school,  I saw  a kid 
from  my  class  was  walking  home  from  school.  His  name 
was  Kyle.  It  looked  like  he  was  carrying  all  of  his  books.  I 
thought  to  myself,  "Why  would  anyone  bring  home  all  his 
books  on  a Friday?  He  must  really  be  a nerd." 

I had  quite  a weekend  planned  (parties  and  a football 
game  with  my  friend),  so  I shrugged  my  shoulders  and  went 
on.  As  I was  walking,  I saw  a bunch  of  kids  running  toward 
him.  They  ran  at  him,  knocking  all  his  books  out  of  his 
arms  and  tripping  him  so  he  landed  in  the  dirt.  His  glasses 
went  flying,  and  I saw  them  land  in  the  grass  about  ten  feet 
from  him.  He  looked  up,  and  I saw  this  terrible  sadness  in 
his  eyes.  My  heart  went  out  to  him.  So,  I jogged  over  to 
him.  As  he  crawled  around  looking  for  his  glasses,  I saw  a 
tear  in  his  eye. 

As  I handed  him  his  glasses,  I said,  "Those  guys  are 
jerks." 

He  looked  at  me  and  said,  "Hey  thanks!"  There  was  a big 
smile  on  his  face.  It  was  one  of  those  smiles  that  showed 
real  gratitude.  I helped  him  pick  up  his  books  and  asked 
him  where  he  lived.  As  it  turned  out,  he  lived  near  me,  so 
I asked  him  why  I had  never  seen  him  before.  He  said  he 
had  gone  to  private  school  before  now. 

I would  have  never  hung  out  with  a private  school  kid 
before.  We  talked  all  the  way  home,  and  I carried  his 
books.  He  turned  out  to  be  a pretty  cool  kid.  I asked  him 
if  he  wanted  to  play  football  on  Saturday  with  me  and  my 
friends.  He  said  yes. 

We  hung  out  together  all  weekend  and  the  more  I got  to 
know  Kyle,  the  more  I liked  him.  And  my  friends  thought 
the  same  of  him.  Monday  morning  came,  and  there  was 
Kyle  with  the  huge  stack  of  books  again.  I stopped  him  and 
said,  "Damn  boy,  you  are  gonna  really  build  some  serious 
muscles  with  this  pile  of  books  everyday!"  He  just  laughed 
and  handed  me  half  the  books. 

Over  the  next  four  years,  Kyle  and  I became  best  friends. 
When  we  were  seniors,  we  began  to  think  about  college. 
Kyle  decided  on  Georgetown,  and  I was  going  to  Duke.  I 
knew  that  we  would  always  be  friends,  that  the  miles  would 
never  be  a problem.  He  was  going  to  be  a doctor,  and  I 
was  going  for  business  on  a football  scholarship.  Kyle  was 
valedictorian  of  our  class.  I teased  him  all  the  time  about 
being  a nerd.  He  had  to  prepare  a speech  for  graduation. 
I was  so  glad  it  wasn’t  me  having  to  get  up  there  and 
speak. 

Graduation  day,  I saw  Kyle.  He  looked  great.  He  was 
one  of  those  guys  that  really  found  himself  during  high 
school.  He  filled  out  and  actually  looked  good  in  glasses. 
He  had  more  dates  than  me  and  all  the  girls  loved  him! 
Boy,  sometimes  I was  jealous.  Today  was  one  of  those  days. 
I could  see  that  he  was  nervous  about  his  speech.  So,  I 
smacked  him  on  the  back  and  said,  "Hey,  big  guy,  you’ll  be 
great!" 


He  looked  at  me  with  one  of  those  looks  (the  really 
grateful  one)  and  smiled.  "Thanks,"  he  said.  As  he  started 
his  speech,  he  cleared  his  throat,  and  began.  "Graduation 
is  a time  to  thank  those  who  helped  you  make  it  through 
those  tough  years.  Your  parents,  your  teachers,  your 
siblings,  maybe  a coach. ..but  mostly  your  friends.  I am  here 
to  tell  all  of  you  that  being  friend  to  someone  is  the  best 
gift  you  can  give  them.  I am  going  to  tell  you  a story." 

I just  looked  at  my  friend  with  disbelief  as  he  told  the 
story  of  the  first  day  we  met.  He  had  planned  to  kill 
himself  over  the  weekend.  He  talked  of  how  he  had 
cleaned  out  his  locker  so  his  Mom  wouldn’t  have  to  do  it 
later  and  was  carrying  his  stuff  home.  He  looked  hard  at 
me  and  gave  me  a little  smile.  "Thankfully,  I was  saved.  My 
friend  saved  me  from  doing  the  unspeakable." 

I heard  the  gasp  go  through  the  crowd  as  this  handsome, 
popular  boy  told  us  all  about  his  weakest  moment.  I saw 
his  Mom  and  Dad  looking  at  me  and  smiling  that  same 
grateful  smile.  Not  until  that  moment  did  I realize  it’s 
depth. 

Never  underestimate  the  power  of  your  actions.  With 
one  small  gesture  you  can  change  a person’s  life.  For  better 
or  for  worse.  God  puts  us  all  in  each  other’s  lives  to  impact 
one  another  in  some  way.  Look  for  God  in  others. 

* * 

"Friends  are  angels  who  lift  us  to  our  feet  when  our 
wings  have  trouble  remembering  how  to  fly." 

* * 

GANDHI  SAYS  — To  see  the  universal  and  all  pervading 
Spirit  of  Truth  one  must  be  able  to  love  the  meanest  of 
creation  as  oneself.  — From  BOTH  SIDES  NOW,  10547 
State  Hwy  110N,  Tyler,  TX  75704 

* * 

PEACE  PILGRIM  DOCUMENTARY 

There  has  been  a delay  in  the  new  Peace  Pilgrim 
documentary.  There  were  creative  difficulties,  and  we  hope 
solutions  will  be  found.  The  original  Documentary,  THE 
SPIRIT  OF  PEACE,  is  still  available  from  us  and  very 
much  loved.  It  has  been  shown  on  many  Public  Access 
Television  Stations. 

** 

BLUE  MOUNTAIN  ASHRAM  — I just  got  the  newsletter. 
Its  helping  to  keep  all  the  Peacemakers  connected.  Thanks 
a million  times  over. 

* * 

ST.  LUCIA  — This  booklet  has  indeed  brought  me  some 
peace  and  serenity.  I have  promised  myself  that  I’ll  put  into 
practice  themes  I read  in  this  STEPS  booklet  and  will  share 
the  thoughts  I treasure  most  with  family  and  friends.  We 
sent  a book  and  three  STEPS. 
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2001  PEACE  PILGRIM  CALENDARS 

The  calendars  Bruce  Nichols  created  for  this  year  2000 
were  so  popular  that  1000  were  not  enough.  We  ran  out 
and  some  friends  are  still  asking  for  more.  Bruce  has  again 
created  a new  calendar  2001  with  12  quotes  and  mostly  new 
pictures  of  Peace  Pilgrim  - one  for  each  month.  $5  will 
cover  our  printing  and  postage  costs. 

** 

WEBSITE  UPDATE 

by  Bruce  Nichols  at  iam@peacepilgrim.com 

We  hope  that  everyone  with  an  internet  connection  has 
taken  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  Friends  of  Peace  Pilgrim 
(http://www.peacepilgrim.org)  and  Peace  Pilgrim  Homepage 
(http://www.peacepilgrim.com)  websites.  Both  sites  continue 
to  evolve  and  expand  with  new  information  and  features. 
The  Peace  Pilgrim  Homepage  celebrated  its  fifth 
anniversary  this  October.  The  ancient  off-site  counter  at  the 
bottom  of  the  index  page  indicates  that  over  30,000  people 
have  visited  the  site  since  its  inception,  but  I have  always 
felt  that  it  undercounted.  Our  current  statistics  indicate 
between  2000  and  3000  visitors  a month.  September  had  a 
record  3859  unique  visits. 

Among  recent  additions  are  a new  search  feature  that 
can  be  found  on  both  sites.  Enter  a word  or  phrase  in  the 
dialogue  box  and  you  will  be  returned  a list  of  all  pages  on 
that  site  which  contain  the  words  in  your  search.  (Hint:  by 
enclosing  your  phrase  in  quotes  the  search  will  return  only 
exact  matches.)  To  locate  the  words  you  searched  for  on 
the  pages  delivered,  open  the  page  and  use  the  "Find" 
function  included  with  your  browser. 

All  the  Friends  of  Peace  Pilgrim  newsletters  are  now 
available  online.  You  can  now  read  the  many  fine  articles 
that  have  been  presented  in  this  publication,  starting  with 
#1  in  1987  and  continuing  right  up  through  the  current 
issue.  Links  to  the  newsletters  can  be  found  on  the  main 
pages  of  both  sites.  New  newsletters  are  added  as  soon  as 
they  are  published  and  many  friends  of  Peace  Pilgrim  have 
opted  to  read  the  newsletter  online  to  save  the  cost  of 
mailing.  If  you  would  like  to  be  added  to  the  email 
notification  list  send  a message  to  news@peacepilgrim.com. 

We  have  recently  found  a website  that  offers  free  hosting 
of  streaming  video,  a feature  we  were  not  able  to  offer 
previously.  By  the  time  you  are  reading  this  you  should  be 
able  to  view  a 15  minute  video  of  Peace  Pilgrim  online. 
The  excerpt  includes  the  first  half  of  the  30  minute 
"Introduction  to  Peace  Pilgrim"  video  tape  which  is  one  of 
our  offerings.  You  will  need  a copy  of  the  "Real  Player"  to 
be  able  to  view  it.  If  you  do  not  have  it  already,  you  can 
find  a link  to  the  free  download  at  the  website. 

If  you  visit  the  websites,  please  take  a minute  and  send 
us  an  email  with  your  comments  and  suggestions.  We  love 
to  hear  your  comments  and  are  always  looking  for  ways  to 
improve  the  site. 


WEBSITE  RECOMMENDATIONS 

Our  webmaster’s  recommendations,  links  to  the  sites 
listed  can  be  found  in  the  "Links"  section  of  the  Peace 
Pilgrim  Homepage,  are: 

MANIFESTO  2000:  A UNESCO  PROJECT  — Over  50 
million  people  around  the  world  have  joined  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  Laureates  in  signing  this  simple  pledge  to  support 
world  peace  by  living  peacefully.  If  you  haven’t  done  so 
already,  you  can  read  it  and  add  your  name  online  at: 
http://www.unesco.org/iycp/uk/uk_cad_ind.htm. 

EARTHSAVE  INTERNATIONAL  — Earthsave  was 
founded  by  Peace  Pilgrim  enthusiast,  John  Robbins.  It 
promotes  food  choices  that  are  healthy  for  people  and  the 
planet.  Visit  their  website  at  www.earthsave.org.  Interested 
in  trying  a more  earth-friendly  diet?  Check  out 
www.vegpledge.com. 

* * 

FROM  THE  PEACE  PILGRIM  CENTER 

Annie  Harvey  is  an  example  of  one  who  visited  our  website 
and  contacted  us  for  books  and  newsletters.  She  had  never 
heard  of  Peace  Pilgrim  until  she  happened  to  run  across 
our  Website.  She  was  so  profoundly  moved  by  all  the  good 
things  she  read  like  STEPS,  that  she  immediately  called  to 
see  if  she  could  visit  the  next  day.  And  she  did!.  She  wants 
to  have  a Peace  Pilgrim  Center  and  took  a lot  of  books  and 
some  tapes.  She  wants  to  be  in  touch  with  anyone  in 
Burbank  who  loves  Peace  Pilgrim  or  who  wants  to  know 
about  her  message.  She  wants  to  invite  people  to  see  a 
video  and  talk  about  peace.  Since  we  have  a general  policy 
of  not  giving  out  names  because  some  have  asked  us  not  to 
— you  will  have  to  contact  her  if  you  are  interested.  Write 
or  call  Annie  Harvey,  351  Lutge  Ave,  Burbank,  CA,  91506. 
Tel.  818-840-8868 

* * 

UNIVERSALLY  ACCEPTABLE 

by  Felicity  Howeell 

I have  just  read  and  greatly  enjoyed  the  "Steps  Toward 
Inner  Peace".  I would  love  to  give  copies  to  my  children. 
Also  I would  like  to  be  able  to  keep  a copy  to  remind 
myself  of  the  important  things  in  life. 

What  I like  most  about  the  booklet  was  its  spiritual 
nature  without  reference  to  denomination.  So  it  would  be 
universally  acceptable  even  to  those  who  have  difficulty 
acknowledging  God,  perhaps  due  to  their  life  choices. 

* * 

LIVING  GUIDE 

I would  like  to  distribute  some  copies  of  compilation  of 
PEACE  PILGRIM  to  my  friends.  I am  convinced  this 
single  book  can  change  the  prospective  of  life.  Kindly  send 
me  six  to  ten  copies  of  the  book  so  that  I can  circulate  to 
my  friends  and  people  who  need  such  a living  guide. 
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A GIFT  OF  CRANES 

by  Bruce  Nichols 

While  driving  cross-country  on  my  first  visit  to  the 
Hemet  Peace  Pilgrim  Center,  I found  myself  outside  of 
Lincoln,  Nebraska  looking  for  the  Prairie  PEACE  Park,  a 
28  acre  teaching  center  dedicated  to  peace. 

I drove  up  to  the  gate  of  the  Peace  Park  as  it  was  getting 
dark.  Rain  prohibited  a visit  to  the  outdoor  attractions  so 
I walked  slowly  through  the  rooms  of  the  main  building  as 
the  significance  of  the  various  displays  were  explained. 

One  story  in  particular  captured  my  attention.  It  was 
about  a Japanese  girl  named  Sadako  Sasaki.  She  was  two 
years  old  in  Hiroshima  when  the  first  atomic  bomb  used  on 
civilians  was  dropped,  on  August  6,  1945.  When  she  was 
eleven,  she  developed  leukemia,  a common  disease  among 
children  exposed  to  atomic  radiation. 

While  being  treated  in  the  hospital,  Sadako  was  visited 
by  a friend  who  taught  her  to  fold  paper  origami  cranes. 
An  old  Japanese  legend  stated  that  anyone  who  folded 
1000  cranes  would  be  granted  a wish.  In  Japan  the  crane  is 
symbolic  of  long  life,  health,  and  peace.  Sadako’s  wish  was 
to  be  returned  to  good  health  and  that  all  children  who 
suffer  from  war  would  be  healed  and  that  in  the  future  no 
children  should  so  suffer.  Inspired  to  realize  this  dream, 
Sadako  began  her  quest  to  fold  1000  cranes. 

In  the  following  months  Sadako  managed  to  fold  over 
600  cranes.  But  her  disease  gradually  worsened  and  finally 
claimed  her  life.  Her  classmates,  inspired  by  her  courage, 
folded  the  remainder  and  she  was  buried  with  1000  origami 
cranes.  The  story  of  Sadako’s  quest  and  courage  spread  all 
over  Japan,  and  children  throughout  the  country  folded 
"Peace  Cranes"  and  raised  money  to  build  a children’s 
memorial  in  the  Hiroshima  Peace  Park.  In  1958,  three 
years  after  her  death,  the  monument  became  a reality.  It 
shows  Sadako  standing  on  the  mountain  of  paradise 
holding  a giant  golden  origami  crane  overhead  in  her 
outstretched  arms.  At  its  base  is  the  inscription,  "This  is  our 
cry,  this  is  our  prayer,  Peace  in  the  World." 

I had  never  heard  this  story  before  but  was  deeply 
moved  by  it  and  fascinated  by  the  delicate  paper  cranes.  I 
was  allowed  to  unroll  my  sleeping  bag  on  the  floor  in  a 
room  not  far  from  the  Sadako  display  and  I spent  the  night 
safe  and  dry  as  the  cold  rain  fell  in  the  darkness  outside. 

The  next  morning,  as  I traveled  through  the  rolling 
grasslands  bordering  the  North  Platte  River,  I was 
surprised  to  notice  some  large  birds  standing  in  the  fields 
along  the  highway.  As  I drove  on  into  the  morning,  the 
flocks  grew  larger  and  larger  until  these  tall  gray  birds  with 
huge  wingspans  and  red  spots  at  the  top  of  their  heads 
filled  the  fields  and  the  sky. 

In  the  midst  of  my  amazement  at  this  awesome  sight,  the 
memory  of  a news  story  heard  a few  weeks  earlier  came  to 
mind.  It  had  described  a major  migration  that  was  taking 
place  in  the  American  west  — that  of  the  Sandhill  Crane. 
With  a rush  of  association  that  brought  goose  bumps  to  my 
arms  and  a tingle  to  the  back  of  my  neck,  I connected  the 


story  I had  heard  the  night  before  with  the  spectacle 
unfolding  around  me.  Over  the  next  150  miles  I drove  by 
as  many  as  50,000  migrating  Sandhill  Cranes  who  flew 
Sadako’s  story  across  the  Nebraska  sky.  I felt  I was 
receiving  a great  blessing  and  have  since  thought  of  it  as 
my  "Gift  of  Cranes." 

But  the  story  doesn’t  end  here.  The  next  chapter 
unfolded  about  two  weeks  later  when  I arrived  at  the  Peace 
Pilgrim  Center.  One  of  the  very  first  things  I noticed  when 
I entered  the  house  was  a large  bowl  of  paper  origami 
cranes  sitting  on  the  kitchen  table  and  almost  immediately 
after  that  discovered  a copy  of  the  book  "Sadako  and  the 
1000  Cranes"  on  top  of  a pile  in  the  front  room.  That  tingle 
was  back  in  my  neck. 

I read  the  book  immediately  and  a few  days  later  met 
the  woman  who  had  folded  the  cranes  and  had  her  teach 
me  how  to  create  them  myself.  I have  since  tried  to  fold  at 
least  one  crane  every  day,  and  think  of  each  as  a "prayer 
for  peace".  I have  had  the  great  pleasure  of  passing  along 
these  messengers  of  peace  as  I travel  and  enjoy  sharing  the 
story  of  my  "gift"  and  teaching  others  the  magic  of  turning 
squares  of  paper  into  delicate  origami  cranes. 

In  early  1999  I discovered  a website  about  a grammar 
school  in  Hiroshima  that  sponsored  a yearly  "cranes  for 
peace"  project.  Working  with  a group  of  children  and  adults 
at  my  local  church,  I told  the  story  of  Sadako  and  gave 
instructions  in  folding  origami  cranes.  Over  the  course  of 
the  next  few  months,  our  group  folded  cranes  and  strung 
them  in  groups  of  100  until  we  had  collected  1000.  These 
were  sent  to  the  school  in  Japan  and  joined  87,000  others 
from  all  over  the  world  that  were  brought  to  the  Children’s 
Peace  Memorial  in  the  first  week  of  August  as  part  of  the 
school’s  annual  peace  ceremony. 

I have  since  completed  a personal  1000  origami  cranes. 
They  hang,  for  now,  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  I attend 
in  Connecticut.  But  I have  other  plans  for  them.  On 
December  12th  of  this  year,  2000  people  will  gather  in 
Hiroshima  to  pray  for  peace.  I plan  to  be  there  with  my 
cranes.  They  and  I will  complete  a journey  that  began  over 
two  years  ago:  one  that  will  take  them  home  to  the  source 
of  their  inspiration.  To  rest,  at  last,  in  the  shadow  of  the 
statue  of  Sadako  — a young  Japanese  girl  I never  knew  — 
who  changed  my  life  on  a rainy  night  in  Nebraska. 

* * 

LIFE’S  INTEREST  ALL  IN  ONE  BOOK 

During  my  life  I have  searched  for  meaning  and  answers. 

I have  read  extensively,  studied  most  religions,  but  always 
one  search  led  to  another.  One  interest  I have  always  had 
was  Cross  Country  walks,  rides,  hikes.  So  it  was  that  I went 
to  the  Knox  Library  and  the  PEACE  PILGRIM  book 
compelled  me  to  check  it  out. 

I read  it  and  my  searching  ended.  My  life’s  interest  all  in 
one  book.  I am  satisfied  now.  I read  daily  from  her  book 
and  receive  inspiration  to  live  my  life  with  definite  goals. 
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VIOLENCE  IN  AMERICA 

The  following  articles  were  published  in  the  NEW  CALL  TO 
PEACEMAKING  Newsletter: 

From  the  earliest  writings  in  the  Hebrew  scriptures  to 
the  latest  writings  of  the  Greek  New  Testament,  the  Bible 
recounts  a long  narrative  of  encounters  with  enemies. 
However,  these  events  and  interpretations  present  a 
diverse,  and  indeed,  contradictory  picture  of  how  people 
should  respond  to  enemies. 

In  many  cases  the  will  and  authority  of  God  is  accorded 
to  human  actions.  Thus,  for  example,  commands  to 
slaughter  enemies  are  attributed  to  God  with  no  apparent 
embarrassment  or  reservation.  But  on  the  other  hand  there 
are  stories  like  Elisha’s  feast  presented  to  the  captured 
enemy.  Arameans,  where  the  human  response  to  the  enemy 
is  not  slaughter,  but  a surprising  act  of  mealtime  generosity. 
And  there  is  Jonah’s  journey  to  the  enemy  city  to  offer 
God’s  grace.  So  what  is  it  to  be  — the  slaughter  tradition 
or  the  salvation  tradition?  Which  of  these  responses  to 
enemies  gives  a better  window  on  the  will  of  God? 

For  Christians  it  might  seem  obvious  to  allow  Christ  to 
be  arbiter  of  this  ancient  dispute.  Dan  Berigan  points  out 
"Jesus  has  instructed  us  to  love  our  enemies,  to  do  good  to 
those  who  would  harm  us.  Christians  are  not  allowed  to  kill 
others  or  to  be  complicity  in  killing." 

In  the  church  in  America,  unfortunately,  instead  of  Jesus 
Christ  providing  the  model  for  our  response  to  violence  we 
see  violence  endorsed  by  the  church,  Jesus  recruited  for 
war.  The  church  has  endorsed  violence  as  the  necessary 
way  to  stabilize  society  and  defend  the  nation. 

Traditions  alike  have  stressed  human  depravity, 
advocated  dominating  force  to  control  it  and  obscured  the 
salvation  tradition  with  their  emphasis  on  the  slaughter 
tradition.  That  tradition  should  have  set  off  loud  warning 
bells  to  the  church,  but  it  did  not. 

Church  sanctioned  violence,  from  the  death  penalty  to 
the  nuclear  arsenal,  is  as  American  as  apple  pie,  for  God 
and  the  spiritual  path  have  been  denied  the  path  of 
understanding  love  in  the  very  name  of  religion.  It  has  been 
portrayed  as  a Christian  duty  to  be  loyal  to  a state  which 
refuses  to  forswear  the  first  use  of  nuclear  weapons,  refuses 
to  support  international  treaties  (including  a ban  on  land 
mines)  which  are  almost  universally  endorsed  by  other 
nations,  and  which  periodically  unleashes  its  military  might 
on  small  nations,  with  horrendous  consequences  in  death, 
injury  and  destruction. 

No  attempt  to  address  the  problem  of  violence  in 
America  which  ignores  the  church’s  role  in  creating  this 
situation  has  any  hope  of  success.  But  more  candid  analysis 
which  faces  the  church’s  failure  squarely  and  honestly,  has 
taken  the  firm  step  toward  responses  which  can  truly  begin 
to  transform  society  and  create  a culture  of  peace. 


EVERY  CHURCH  A PEACE  CHURCH 

"Every  church  a peace  church"  is  a movement  of  the 
so — called  "historic  peace  churches"  (Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Mennonites  and  Friends/Quakers)  to  bring  the 
voice  of  the  church  to  bear  on  the  looming  problem  of 
violence  in  our  world. 

The  approach  is  to  promote  a dynamic  conversation 
among  Christians  of  different  denominations  and  traditions. 
For  this  to  happen,  members  of  the  "historic  peace 
churches"  will  have  to  move  out  from  their  familiar  places 
and  comfort  zones  to  initiate  a wider  conversation. 

** 

CHRISTIAN  PEACEMAKER  TEAMS 

In  1990  Christian  Peacemaker  Teams  (CPT)  began 
sending  short-term  peacemaker  delegations  to  Iraq,  Haiti, 
Israel/Palestine  and  several  North  American  locations. 
Today,  under  the  supervision  of  a 11-member  steering 
committee  from  the  historic  peace  churches,  the  CPT  has 
a Corps  of  18  full-time  members  and  70  part-time 
Reservists  representing  the  spectrum  of  Christian 
denominations  prepared  to  enter  emergency  situations  of 
violent  conflict  at  the  invitation  of  local  peacemakers. 

* * 

NORWAY  — STEPS  translator  into  Norwegian  — They  are 
going  fine.  We  have  had  a couple  of  articles  about  Peace 
Pilgrim  in  two  magazines,  one  in  Denmark  and  one  in 
Norway  and  that  brought  about  some  requests.  We  still 
have  a couple  of  thousand  left  but  they  are  spreading  and 
we  regularly  get  requests  for  sending  more.  Donations  are 
coming  in,  and  the  plan  is  that  when  we  have  run  out  of 
STEPS,  the  bank  account  will  be  large  enough  to  reprint. 
We  ask  people  to  pay  a small  sum  for  the  STEPS  if  they 
ask  for  more  than  10.  Enclosed  are  a few  more  STEPS. 

** 

NIGERIA — Reading  as  one  of  my  interests,  I’ve  read  tons 
of  biographies  and  autobiographies  in  the  last  15  years,  but 
none  could  compare  with  Peace  Pilgrim.  Since  I read  her 
book  my  perspective  about  life  has  changed.  With  nothing 
or  very  little  we  could  live  an  accomplished  life.  He  asks  for 
books.  People  I’ve  told  her  story  to,  are  doubting,  so  I will 
want  them  to  read  for  themselves.  Africa  needs  a lot  of 
peace  messages.  A more  peaceful  Africa  could  be  achieved 
through  helping  Peace  Pilgrim  spread  her  message.  What 
could  you  offer  towards  doing  PEACE  PILGRIM  and 
Africa  that  would  be  this  good?  Sent  a box  of  Compact 
books  and  STEPS. 

* * 

PEACE  PILGRIM  COLORING  BOOK  — Gary  and  our 
faithful  11  year  volunteer,  Barbara  Werner  created  this  much- 
loved children’s  book.  They  cost  $3.00  each  for  printing  and 
postage. 
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TAKE  A STAND  CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION  PROGRAM 

Leo  Media,  Inc.  is  a multimedia  design,  development  and 
advertising  firm  located  in  Urbana,  Illinois,  home  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  and  renowned  technology  and 
education  center. 

Leo  Media  is  the  home  of  the  TAKE  A STAND,  a 
comprehensive  multimedia  program  designed  to  teach 
conflict  resolution  skills.  The  program  is  a hard-hitting  look 
at  conflict  that  today’s  teens  may  encounter  and  provides 
them  with  real  alternatives  to  violence.  The  complete  Take 
a Stand  program  includes  an  instruction  interactive  CD- 
ROM  and  videotape  lesson  plans,  study  workbooks,  and 
other  support  materials.  Merchandise,  including  hats,  t- 
shirts  and  posters  and  stickers  are  also  available. 

Educators  can  use  the  program  in  the  classroom  or  for 
after  school  programs.  Community  leaders  can  use  the 
program  for  day  camps,  youth  groups,  libraries,  workshops, 
and  any  at-risk  juvenile  groups.  Individual  students  can  also 
use  the  Take  A Stand  CD  for  self-paced  learning  about 
conflict  resolution. 

"TAKE  A STAND  provides  youth  with  the  knowledge, 
skills  and  encouragement  to  resolve  conflicts  in  a 
nonviolent  manner,  using  words  instead  of  fists  or 
weapons,"  says  Donna  Crawford,  Executive  Producer  of 
TAKE  A STAND  and  Conflict  Resolution  Education. 
"Great  attention  to  detail  was  put  into  realistic  scenarios 
that  depict  a variety  of  conflict  situations  that  teens  can 
identify  with,"  she  adds.  "TAKE  A STAND  fills  an 
important  curricular  need  in  conflict  resolution  education." 

Brendan  McGinty,  Leo  Media  President,  believes  this 
program  is  needed  now.  "Recent  tragedies  have  caused 
people  to  now  be  more  sensitized  to  the  need  for  conflict 
resolution  education,"  says  McGinty.  "The  time  to  act  is 
now.  Take  A Stand  is  a comprehensive  program  combining 
sound  instruction  using  multimedia  and  merchandise  aimed 
at  inspiring  the  cultural  change  needed  to  stop  violence." 

Through  partnership  with  MIY  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education,  NCCRE 
produced  and  distributed  the  original  version  of  the  Take 
A Stand  CD.  Leo  Media  has  enhanced  the  original  version, 
created  a videotape,  and  additional  educational  support 
materials.  Leo  Media  has  purchased  all  distribution  rights 
and  is  currently  accepting  orders. 

To  learn  more  about  the  TAKE  A STAND  movement, 
visit  their  web  site  located  at  www.takeastand.com 

* * 

SALTSPRING  ISLAND,  BC,  CANADA  — I picked  up  the 
Peace  Pilgrim  book  at  our  thrift  store.  I found  a number  of 
people  in  Saltspring  who  know  of  her.  There  was  an  ad  in 
the  paper  for  a study  group  on  her  works.  Peace  Pilgrim  is 
a welcome  addition  to  my  life  and  many  others,  as  her 
ideas  are  clear,  and  resonate  with  truth  and  joy.  Thank  you 
for  making  her  wisdom  available  to  so  many  people.  It  can 
only  help  to  make  this  world  a better  place  for  all  of  us. 


GARY  GUTHRIE  IN  BRAZIL 

Gary  is  a volunteer  who  types  your  names,  addresses  and 
requests  in  our  computer  and  packages  your  books.  He  takes 
off  now  and  then  for  a year  or  two  to  teach  English  in  other 
countries.  This  summer  he  took  his  Peace  Pilgrim's  Coloring 
book  to  Brazil.  The  Brazilian  publishers  of  our  Portuguese 
PEACE  PILGRIM  books  were  very  interested  and  decided  to 
publish  the  Coloring  book  in  Portuguese,  Spanish  and  French. 
He  found  himself  being  invited  to  speak  to  groups  about 
Peace  Pilgrim  and  her  message.  Then  we  received  an  e-mail 
from  Brazil:  "Last  night  Gary  spoke  to  a group  of  40  people 
about  your  work  of  Peace  Pilgrim’s  life."  They  requested 
many  Children’s  books  and  STEPS. 

Gary  recommends:  Anyone  going  on  a trip,  take  along  a 
packet  of  STEPS  booklets  to  pass  out  — visit  a home  for 
the  elderly,  an  orphanage  or  an  organization  dedicated  to 
service.  That  way  you  see  an  entirely  different  aspect  of  the 
country.  In  fact  the  time  spent  promoting  peace  was  far 
more  fulfilling  than  river  trips,  waterfalls  or  large  cities. 

* * 

RIVERS  STATE,  NIGERIA  — I am  a Lawyer  by 
profession.  I have  developed  great  concern  for  Local, 
National,  Continental  and  Global  Peace.  I was  fortunate  to 
read  your  wonderful  booklet,  STEPS  TOWARD  INNER 
PEACE.  It  captured  my  interest  and  generated  in  me 
strong  desire  and  curiosity  to  participate  in  activities 
leading  to  Global  Peace.  The  media  has  exposed  me  to 
conflicts  worldwide.  I am  always  worried  after  reading, 
viewing,  listening  to  such  events  and  would  like  to  be  a 
voluntary  party  towards  Global  Peace.  He  wants  to  know 
how  to  become  a Friend  of  Peace  Pilgrim.  Whoever  spreads 
her  message  is  a Friend  of  Peace  Pilgrim.  We  sent  him  two 
books  and  four  STEPS  to  get  started. 

* * 

NEW  MELLARY  ABBEY,  IOWA 

Brother  Mark  wrote  in  1988:  You  and  your  co-workers  have 
progressed  beyond  your/our  expectations  so  that  those  who 
have  benefitted  surely  sum  up  into  quite  a pile  of  gratitude. 
The  guide  for  this  situation  probably  comes  from  the 
Greeks:  Your  reward  is  simply  your  satisfaction  for  having 
done  it.  And  I’m  sure  all  of  us  are  eager  to  continue  in  this 
work  — it  is  basic  to  mankind  and  womankind. 

One  nice  thing  is  that  people  come  to  visit  us  from  most 
everywhere.  This  provides  an  introduction  to  a road  to 
inner  peace  — STEPS  booklets.  He  printed  the  master  for 
the  STEPS  booklet  on  their  old  line-o-type  machine.  Our 
current  printer  is  still  using  this  master.  A supply  of  STEPS 
has  been  kept  in  the  Abbey  bookstore  all  through  the  years. 
Brother  Gus  requests  them.  Recently  a phone  call  came  from 
one  who  had  picked  up  STEPS  at  the  Abbey  and  was  wanting 
more. 

* * 

STANFORD,  CA  — Thanks  for  sharing  Peace  Pilgrim’s 
message  with  the  world.  It’s  brightened  many  lives.  You 
have  my  deep  gratitude. 
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HOW  THE  PEACE  PILGRIM  BOOK  WAS 
COMPILED:  RICHARD  POLESE’S  ROLE 

by  Richard  Polese 

Cheryl,  Andy,  the  Rushes  and  I were  brought  together 
to  work  on  the  Peace  Pilgrim  book. 

Andy  had  written  a book  about  her,  which  she  looked  at 
on  the  way  back  from  Hawaii.  Peace  was  very  kind:  she 
said  to  him  that  "scholars  might  like  it." 

I had  planned  to  write  a young  people’s  book,  called 
"Here  Comes  the  Peace  Pilgrim."  In  fact,  she  and  I planned 
to  meet  in  New  Orleans  at  Patricia  Yohn’s  house  that 
winter  during  Peace’s  Christmas  break  to  go  over  some 
details  for  the  book.  Peace  was  killed  that  summer.  My 
planning  to  set  aside  time  to  meet  with  Peace  is  what  led 
directly  to  the  memorial  retreat  that  winter  at  my  house. 

You  know  part  of  the  story  about  how  we  five  all 
realized  that  we  were  in  a position  to  put  a book  together 
following  that  retreat.  But  that  meant  there  had  to  be  some 
relinquishing  of  individual  egos. 

One  other  person  was  planning  a Peace  Pilgrim  book. 
He  chose  to  go  on  his  own.  The  book  was  never  written. 
Andy  had  to  let  go  of  his  book,  and  use  some  of  it  as  a 
contribution  to  our  work  together. 

And  I dropped  my  own  project,  realizing  that  there  was 
a greater  task  at  hand  that  would  have  to  involve  the  five 
of  us  working  together  and  letting  go  of  our  own  vision  for 
the  trust  in  a greater  collective  vision. 

This  was  at  first  not  easy  for  me.  I believe  in  my  own 
abilities  to  do  superior  work,  particularly  with  things  I 
believe  in.  Yet  a greater  spirit  prevailed,  and  I saw  the 
importance  of  the  task  at  hand  and  the  goodwill  and 
willingness  of  the  people  around  me. 

Our  roles  came  to  us  almost  naturally.  Almost  by  magic 
it  seems,  or  by  truly  light  and  strong  guidance  from  Peace 
herself.  We  found  ourselves  advocating  view  points 
strongly,  then  coming  to  agreement.  And  remember  that 
these  five  people  were  of  very  different  backgrounds! 

Our  efforts  turned  out  to  be  wonderfully  successful  — 
the  most  successful  book  project  I’ve  ever  been  involved  in. 
It  is  more  significant  in  the  world  than  other  things  I’m 
also  proud  of  that  I did  entirely  on  my  own  and  at  my  own 
direction.  This  work  has  not  diminished  in  time,  but 
continues  to  be  admired  and  sought  all  over  the  world. 
That’s  just  what  we  intended. 

None  of  us  could  have  accomplished  this  on  our  own, 
and  it  would  not  have  turned  out  nearly  so  perfect  if  one 
had  insisted  on  control  of  the  project.  Time  has  shown  that 
to  be  so  true!  Eighteen  years  later,  I’m  still  myself.  It  is  still 
hard  for  me  to  let  go  and  let  others,  and  heed  the  call  of 
collective  guidance.  I’m  still  a know-it-all,  who  marches  to 
the  song  of  a different  drummer  (or  to  God’s  song  for  me). 
Yet  the  one  time  I really  did  relinquish  and  trust  the 
collective,  not  with  grudging  compromise  but  with  passion, 
that  had  by  far  the  best  and  most  enduring  result. 


WELCOME  TO  OUR  NEWEST 
FULL-TIME  VOLUNTEER 

Kathy  Miller  sold  her  home  in  Redwood  City  and  now  lives  in 
an  apartment  in  Hemet.  She  writes,  For  the  past  2XA  years, 
it  was  my  pleasure  and  my  joy  to  open  my  home  to  the  new 
documentary  crew.  I have  been  deeply  immersed  in  the  life 
and  works  of  Peace  Pilgrim.  I read  many  books  and  papers 
and  listened  to  countless  audio  tapes  of  Peace  Pilgrim 
speaking.  I even  heard  her  sing  "Fountain  of  Love".  It  was 
my  delight  to  watch  all  the  raw  film  footage,  including 
newly  found  clips  of  Peace  Pilgrim  being  interviewed. 

Peace  Pilgrim  encouraged  us  to  find  our  place  in  the  life 
pattern.  One  of  my  places  is  music.  I make  up  songs,  sing 
and  play  them  on  a six-string  acoustic  guitar.  WALKING 
THE  PATH  is  my  first  CD.  Five  songs  are  Peace  Pilgrim 
words  with  my  original  music.  All  of  the  vocals  and  guitar 
accompaniment  is  done  by  me.  I am  happy  to  offer  this 
original  music  to  you  free  of  charge.  Donations  to  Friends 
of  Peace  Pilgrim  are  always  appreciated.  (Our  postage  and 
duplicating  costs:  CD  $4,  audio  tape  $2). 

** 

MYANMAR  (aka  Burma)  — A Catholic  Priest  writes:  We 
appreciate  the  Newsletter  very  much.  I share  the  interesting 
news  with  my  confreres  and  parishioners.  We  pray  and 
hope  to  receive  it  in  the  future.  We  are  interested  in  Peace 
Pilgrim  materials  to  be  used  to  educate  our  children.  We 
sent  a box  of  books,  STEPS  and  a coloring  book. 

* * 

SUBSCRIBER  INFORMATION 

If  you  want  free  Peace  Pilgrim  materials  write  or  email 
us.  Please  give  your  address  changes  promptly  to  help  avoid 
costly  postal  fees.  For  a subscription,  all  you  need  to  do  is 
ask.  By  requesting,  we  know  we  are  sending  newsletters 
only  to  those  who  truly  want  them.  All  our  newsletters,  past 
and  present,  are  on  our  website.  Our  website  also  has 
transcripts  of  all  our  audios,  videos,  and  newsletters  written 
by  Peace  Pilgrim  during  her  281/2-year  pilgrimage. 
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one  serves  God  by  serving  the  deity 
within  others,  and  that  the  deity  is  within 
all  others. 

In  a similar  vein,  and  again  borrow- 
ing from  Brinton  visitor  Robert  Griswold, 
“Friends  theology  is  that  this  Light,  this 
Christ,  is  universal  and  there  for  all  peo- 
ple” (FB,  1/01,  p.  7).  Pressing  the  point, 
Griswold  reminds  us  that  three  centuries 
ago  Elizabeth  Bathurst,  “maintained  that 
‘True  Religion  is  of  great  Antiquity’  and 
[she  went]  to  some  length  to  argue  that 
Christ  [i.e.,  the  inner  deity  or  Light]  was 
known  to  Abel  and  Abraham”  (FB,  1/01, 
P-  19). 

Whether  we  speak  of  service  to  the 
Light,  nurturing  the  Seed,  or  walking 
“cheerfully  over  the  world  answering  that 
of  God  in  everyone,”  we  find  deeply  em- 
bedded in  Quakerism  the  Hindu  tenet  that 
one  serves  God  by  serving  those  within 
whom  God  dwells. 

Might  our  emphasis  on  hands-on 
service,  rather  than  on  creative  theologi- 
cal labels,  strengthen  bonds  between  those 
who  think  of  themselves  as  “Buddhist- 
Friends,”  “Jewish-Friends,”  or 
“Universalist-Friends,  ” and  those  “non- 
hyphenated  Quakers”  who  think  of  them- 
selves simply  as  “Christians”?  For  Friends 
who  regard  themselves  as  Christian,  a 
clear  answer  seems  to  have  been  provided 
by  an  authoritative  source: 

Then  a jealous  dispute  broke  out: 
who  among  them  should  rank  high- 
est? But  he  said,  “In  the  world,  kings 
lord  it  over  their  subjects;  and  those 
in  authority  are  called  their  country  s 
‘Benefactors’.  Not  so  with  you:  on 
the  contrary,  the  highest  among  you 
must  bear  himself  like  the  youngest, 
the  chief  of  you  like  a servant.  For 
who  is  greater — the  one  who  sits  at 
table  or  the  servant  who  waits  on 
him?  Surely  the  one  who  sits  at  table. 
Yet  here  am  I among  you  like  a ser- 
vant. (Luke  22:24-27,  NEB,  empha- 
sis added) 

Namaste,  dear  reader,  namaste  to  you 
one  and  all.  □ 


The  Evolution  of  God 


By  Lowen  Berman 

Multnomah  Meeting  (Oregon) 

After  nearly  twenty  years  of  attending 
Quaker  meeting,  I have  come  to  the 
startling  conclusion  that  there  really  is  that 
of  God  in  each  of  us.  (I  always  have  been 
a little  slow.)  I should  explain.  I am  a 
very  secular  fellow.  I have  come  to  Quak- 
erism in  part  because  here  I have  been  al- 
lowed to  accept  a God  with  a human  face. 
The  God  that  I can  understand  and  accept 
is  no  more  and  no  less  then  the  simple 
power  of  love. 

A few  other  things  about  my  beliefs. 
When  I speak  of  “that  of  God  in  each  of 
us,”  I do  not  mean  to  limit  the  pronoun  to 
the  human  species.  The  power  and  exis- 
tence of  love  is  evident  in  the  lives  of 
many  creatures  and  among  many  commu- 
nities. And,  while  I am  uncomfortable 
with  and  unaccepting  of  the  supernatural,  I 
am  not  a rationalist.  I do  not  believe  that 
logic  or  science  can  offer  much  guidance 
regarding  ethics  and  morality.  The  logical 
and  scientifically  advanced  Nazis  certainly 
demonstrated  that. 

I am  told  that  at  our  last  yearly  gath- 
ering, Jocelyn  Burnell,  our  Friend  in  Resi- 
dence, made  the  assertion  that  “God  can 
only  work  through  our  hands.”  This 
friend  truly  speaks  my  mind.  What  a won- 
derful, elegant  phrase.  But  believing  that 
God  can  only  work  through  “us”  still  does 
not  answer  the  question:  who  or  what  is 
this  God  that  we  speak  of?  And  another 
complication  is  that  although  I believe  in 
(and  have  experienced)  the  power  of  love, 
I have  also  been  forced  to  accept  the  very 
real  existence  of  evil  in  our  world.  How 
does  that  reality  fit  into  my  world  view? 

In  recent  years  I have  done  a bit  of 
reading  about  evolution  and  natural  selec- 
tion and  about  recent  developments  re- 
garding these  processes.  I have  come  to 
have  a profound  respect  for  the  wondrous 


outcomes  that  have  been  the  result  of 
natural  selection.  I have  also  come  to  un- 
derstand that  evolution  has  shaped,  not 
only  our  bodies,  but  also  our  minds  and 
even  our  cultures.  Our  brains/minds  are 
not  blank  computers.  We  are  deeply  influ- 
enced and  empowered  by  the  “operating 
system”  that  we  all  inherit.  Indeed,  with- 
out this  “hard  wiring”  we  would  be  quite 
incapable  of  making  any  sense  at  all  of  the 
world  we  experience.  My  own  recent 
epiphany  concerns  my  realization  of  the 
fact  (possibility?)  that  part  of  this  evolu- 
tionary hard  wiring  is  our  capacity  for 
love.  We  are  capable  of  love  because,  for 
untold  generations,  for  humans  and  other 
creatures,  love  has  worked.  It  has  enabled 
us  (our  ancestors)  to  survive  and  develop. 
So.  If  God  is  love,  and  love  has  evolved 
within  us,  then  it  follows  that  there  is  that 
of  God  in  each  of  us,  truly  and  literally. 

Perhaps  for  many  Friends,  this  is  a 
very  small,  a very  trivial,  even  an  insult- 
ing view  of  God.  No  great  creator  of  the 
Universe.  No  divine  intervention.  Simply 
a capacity  that  has  developed  by  a blind 
natural  process.  In  proposing  this  view,  I 
mean  no  disrespect  to  any  other  person’s 
sense  and  understanding  of  God.  The  fact 
that  these  ideas  work  for  me  may  well  be 
a reflection  of  my  own  limitations  and 
shortcomings. 

Not  only  is  my  God  just  a part  of  us, 
it  is,  I’m  sorry  to  add,  not  the  only  part  of 
us.  The  capacity  for  evil  must  have 
evolved  within  us  in  very  much  the  same 
way  as  our  capacity  for  love.  It  seems  that 
there  must  also  be  that  of  Satan  in  each  of 
us.  However,  while  our  capacity  for  love 
represents  our  best  and  only  hope  for  the 
future,  it  seems  clear  that,  whatever  role 
our  capacity  for  evil  has  played  in  the 
past,  today  the  evil  within  us  can  lead  only 
to  great  suffering  and  destruction. 

For  me  this  way  of  looking  at  our 
world  is  both  painful  and  liberating.  It 
allows  me  to  realize,  to  understand  and  to 
celebrate  the  reality  of  God  in  each  of  us. 
By  accepting  the  fact  of  a universally  in- 
herited capacity  for  good,  I can  direct  my 
energy  toward  working  to  mold  my  life 
and  my  culture  in  ways  that  support,  en- 
hance and  expand  the  power  and  influence 
of  this  God  within.  And  at  the  same  time, 
by  understanding  that  I am  also  the  recipi- 
ent of  an  evolved  capacity  for  evil,  I can 
work  to  ensure  that  my  life  and  my  com- 
munity are  led  in  ways  that  minimize,  di- 
minish and  control  the  evil  within  us  all. 

I would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  other 
friends  regarding  these  thoughts.  □ 


Lanny  Jay  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Friends  House  for  ten  years,  the  Oversight  Committee  of 
Redwood  Forest  Meeting,  PYM  Holding  Corporation,  and  currently  serves  as  clerk  of  the  Friends 
Bulletin  Board.  Friends  interested  in  exploring  the  connection  between  Hinduism  and  Quakerism  are 
encouraged  to  read  Martha  Dart’s  To  Meet  at  the  Source:  Hindus  and  Quakers  (Pendle  Hill  Pamphlet 
#289,  1989). 

Lowen  Berman  was  bom  and  raised  in  a working  class  Jewish  family  in  Chicago.  He  has  a BA  in 
zoology,  an  MA  in  labor  studies  and  is  a journeyman  machinist.  A social  justice  activist  all  his  life, 
Lowen  moved  to  Oregon  in  1982  and  began  attending  Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting  in  1984  or  ’85. 
Married  since  1980  to  Karen  Petzing,  he  has  two  daughters  aged  13  and  16.  He  currently  manages  an 
HIV  services  program  for  Ecumenical  Ministries  of  Oregon. 
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Friendly  Responses 
and  News 

Quaker  Service  and  Youth 

Dear  Editor:  Thank  you  for  the  wonderful 
March  [2000]  Bulletin  on  Quaker  Service. 

I think  it  is  the  best  way  to  attract  young 
people  to  the  Society.  A Quaker  Work 
Camp  in  the  slums  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
was  my  introduction  to  Quakerism.  That 
was  fifty-five  years  ago,  and  at  eighty  I’m 
still  actively  walking  “in  the  Light.” — 
Elizabeth  Jay,  Boise,  ID. 

More  information  about  Quaker  service 
opportunities  in  the  Western  USA  and 
elsewhere  can  be  found  at  the  website: 
www.quaker.org/fb/quakes  and  http:// 
members.aol.com  / fr  iendsbul/ 
quakerservice.html. — Editor. 

“Name  Withheld  Policy”  and 
Geography  Lessons 

Dear  Editor:  Thank  you  for  publishing 
Robert  Griswold’s  masterly  article  on  the- 
ology. 

Please  maintain  your  policy  against 
anonymous  publication.  [Publishing  an 
article]  is  analogous  to  speaking  in  busi- 
ness meeting.  [Printing  names]  promotes 
careful  and  responsible  communication. — 
Alison  P.  Martinez,  Santa  Fe,  NM. 

Dear  Editor:  Someone  needs  to  get  you  an 
atlas  or  at  least  a fairly  current  map  of 
south  central  Europe.  The  “letter  from 
Kosovo”  was  from  Croatia.  We  just  don’t 
do  a good  job  on  geography  in  the  US. 
I’m  still  getting  folks  coming  up  and  ask- 
ing me  how  things  are  in  Bosnia.  (I’ve 
never  been  there.  Recently  I’ve  visited 
Kosova  three  times  and  Albania  twice.) 

It  is  no  surprise  that  the  writer  of  “Do 
You  Hold  Your  Meeting  Hostage?”  would 
wish  to  remain  anonymous.  The  article 
has  an  accusatory  tone.  It  is  lightened 
somewhat  by  admission  of  having  com- 
mitted the  same  crimes  himself/herself, 
but  it  is  still  a finger  pointing  piece.  Per- 
haps not  knowing  which  meeting  this 
came  from,  we  can  each  suspect  who  in 
our  own  meeting  might  have  written  such 
a letter  and  wonder  if  we  ourselves  are  not 
the  guilty  ones  herein  described. 

For  the  record.  Friends  Journal  has 
published  pieces  under  pseudonyms. 
Which  is  more  truthful  ? How  has  a Friend 
come  to  distrust  our  society  so  much  that 


he/she  seeks  to  speak  from  behind  the  cur- 
tain? Has  he/she  reason  to  fear  retribution? 
Is  this  how  we  operate? — Sandy  Farly, 
Palo  Alto  Meeting 

Thanks  for  the  geography  lesson!  For  the 
record,  I should  say  that  I suggested  to  the 
writer  that  “Do  You  Hold  Your  Meeting 
Hostage?"  should  be  published  with  name 
withheld  as  an  example  to  illustrate  Anne 
Friend's  letter.  Anonymity  was  not  the 
original  intention  of  the  author. 

Readers  also  called  my  attention  to 
another  geographical  error  in  the  Direc- 
tory. “Concise  Meeting"  in  Arizona  should 
of  course  be  “Cochise  Meeting.  ” This 
“slip  of  the  keyboard”  was  probably 
caused  by  the  editor’s  unconscious  wish 
for  more  succinct  messages  at  Meetings! 

Speaking  of  anonymity,  the  report  on 
Willamette  Quarterly  (Jan.  2001,  p.  15) 
was  not  supposed  to  be  anonymous;  it  was 
written  by  Peg  Morton,  who  has  graciously 
agreed  to  be  our  new  correspondent  for 
this  Quarterly. — Editor. 

Dear  Editor:  FB  issues  have  been 

soooooooooooooo 
gooooooooooooooooooooood ! ! Made  me 
think,  but  not  necessarily  to  respond.  The 
January  2001  issue  did. 

This  trial  “Name  Withheld”  policy  (p. 
8)  should  NOT  be  continued.  Why? 

There  is  no  hint  of  libel  or  scandal  (not 
even  embarrassment),  the  powerful  reasons 
given  by  publishers  for  otherwise  breaking 
the  standard  policy  of  letting  authors  stand 
by  their  words.  The  article  is  innocuous. 

The  three  examples  given  are  so  gen- 
eral as  to  have  occurred  in  many,  many 
meetings,  rather  than  singling  out  a particu- 
lar one  or  person.  Why  is  the  author 
scared? 

Quakers  especially  should  bear  witness 
by  standing  by  their  words,  speaking  their 
truth  to  power.  It’s  no  favor  to  authors  to 
let  them  slither  rather  than  be  brave. 

Perhaps  this  sounds  harsh,  but  I’ve  had 
to  think  about  this  dilemma  from  both 
sides: 

As  an  editor  at  Calyx  journal  collec- 
tive, together  we  had  to  decide  whether  to 
publish  a rare  work  or  two  either  as  Name 
Withheld  or  under  an  alias.  In  one  case  the 
author  was  in  a Witness  Protection  Pro- 
gram, and  in  another  case,  all  names  were 
changed  because  living  relatives  could  be 
wounded,  or  libeled  enough  to  sue. 

As  a writer.  I’m  working  on  a personal 
essay  about  a “hot-potato”  general  issue 
which  I must  either  fictionalize,  or  use  an 
alias,  or  request  that  my  name  be  withheld. 


I don’t  want  to  hurt  my  family,  yet  I do 
want  to  use  my  experience  and  discov- 
ered truths  as  examples  to  clarify  a fairly 
muddy  general  issue.  Speaking  the  truth, 
whatever  the  format,  is  hard  going. 

A final  commentary  on  the  Hostage 
article,  and  how  I see  it  fitting  right  in 
with  the  accompanying  article  on  Unity: 

All  the  unknown  author’s  hostage 
examples  illustrate  holding  onto  power. 
But  holding  onto  power  for  what  rea- 
son? Ego?  Following  the  Light?  I ponder 
the  deeper  unasked  question:  When  is 
holding  onto  power  the  right  choice?  I 
can  think  of  instances  of,  and  reasons  for 
being  led  by  the  Spirit.  Sometimes  hold- 
ing onto  power  is  called  “seasoning”  and 
sometimes  “holding  meeting  Hostage.” 
Where’s  the  difference? 

Miriam  berg  gets  closer  to  an  an- 
swer: fear.  Fear  that  one  friend’s  objec- 
tion will  derail  a project  or  decision. 
Fear  that  leads  us  to  believe  the  objector 
is  lacking  in  the  Light.  Fear  that  stops  us 
from  listening  fully,  because  the  objector 
might  have  good  reasons.  The  objector’s 
fear  of  standing  in  the  way  of  the  meet- 
ing, thus  becoming  silent  or  standing 
aside.  Our  fear  of  the  process  itself,  our 
doubts  that  it  will  lead  to  discernment,  to 
way  opening.  We  forget  the  holiness  of 
the  process,  that  we  are  a God-gathered 
body.  Not  secular  business-as-usual.  As 
miriam  reminds  us,  “Only  when  we  are 
really  all  in  agreement  can  a decision  be 
said  to  be  divinely  made.” — Dorothy 
Mack,  Con’allis  Meeting. 

Are  Angels  Quakerly? 

A reader  from  Arizona  e-mailed  the  edi- 
tor questioning  whether  it  was  appropri- 
ate for  the  editor  to  allude  to  the  televi- 
sion series  Touched  by  an  Angel: 

Angels  are  not  a part  of  Quaker  the- 
ology. I am  aware  that  in  a recent  survey 
87%  of  the  persons  polled  said  they  be- 
lieve in  angels,  but  devoting  an  editorial 
to  a TV  episode  does  not  help  build  a 
Quaker  community. 

Mary  Lou  Coppock  gave  the  fol- 
lowing response,  based  on  her  own  ex- 
perience with  angels: 

Friends  who  say  they  believe  in  an- 
gels usually  are  not  saying  the  same 
thing.  For  some  of  us,  an  angel  signifies 
the  Presence  of  God’s  Grace.  I believe  in 
angels,  received  messages  from  God 
such  as  direction  out  of  a quandary  and 
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received  gifts  from  God  such  as  healing  of 
mind  and  body,  as  well  as  adequate  provi- 
sions for  health  and  safety.  I have  been 
visited  by  angels,  but  I have  never  seen 
their  feathers  or  wings.  The  last  real  visi- 
tation began  in  September  when  I was  in 
the  hospital  and  the  emergency  room  phy- 
sician got  for  me  the  urologist  who  per- 
formed my  surgery  in  November.  Had  my 
own  doctor’s  secretary,  who  was  assigned 
the  task  of  calling  a list  to  find  me  a urolo- 
gist, prevailed,  I might  not  have  had  a 
skilled  surgeon  as  a urologist.  Maybe 
some  would  call  this  happenstance  Provi- 
dence.— Love,  Mary  Lou. 

Isolated  Friend  in  North 
Dakota  Wants  To  Start 
Worship  Group 

Dear  Friends:  I live  in  a very  isolated  part 
of  North  Dakota  right  on  the  Canadian/US 
border  and  I have  a few  questions  that  you 
might  be  able  to  help  me  with. 

♦ How  does  a current  unprogrammed 
Worship  Group  form — especially  a 
Western  Quaker  Worship  Group?  Do 
you  know  of  a book  or  other  material 
that  would  be  of  assistance? 

♦ Currently,  how  are  isolated  Western 
Friends  cared  for?  Do  they  just  form 
their  own  Worship  Group  and  attend 
Yearly  Meetings  when  possible? 

I am  interested  in  the  Quaker  faith, 
but  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  participate 
since  I live  in  such  an  isolated  setting — 
especially  since  the  weather  can  be  so  dif- 
ficult. 

Western  Quakers  seem  like  they  may 
offer  the  best  choice  for  me — especially 
since  I may  move  from  North  Dakota  in  a 
few  years. 

Also,  I live  very  simply  and  on  a tight 
budget  so  extensive  travel  isn’t  possible. 
Thanks  for  your  assistance.  Any  informa- 
tion would  be  greatly  appreciated. — Yours 
in  Peace,  Hope  Sykes.  E-mail:  hope- 
sykes  @yahoo.  com 

Students  Fatally  Shot 
in  Penn  Valley 

Dear  Friends,  Every  week  we  all  hear  far 
too  many  stories  on  the  radio  and  televi- 
sion about  tragic  incidents  befalling  oth- 
ers— in  our  own  communities,  from  across 
the  country,  and  abroad.  Most  of  us  pause 
for  a moment  in  the  midst  of  our  busy 
lives  and  reflect  with  sadness  upon  the 


circumstances  and  sometimes  send  swift 
prayers  into  the  ether  for  the  victims  and 
their  families.  And  then  we  continue  on 
with  our  lives. 

That’s  what  I did  last  week  as  I was 
driving  to  work  and  heard  that  five  indi- 
viduals in  Nevada  City,  California,  had 
been  victims  of  handgun  violence  on  Janu- 
ary 10th,  three  fatally  shot  and  two 
wounded,  with  another  injured  in  her  ef- 
forts to  escape  the  shooter.  Only  in  recent 
days  have  I learned  that  one  of  those  deaths 
might  touch  all  of  us  Friends  more  closely. 

One  of  those  killed  was  Laura  Wilcox, 
a 19-year-old  resident  of  Penn  Valley, 
California — an  area  with  a significant 
Quaker  presence  in  the  region;  the  daughter 
of  former  teachers  at  the  John  Woolman 
School;  a Haverford  College  sophomore; 
and  one  of  the  young  adults  who  attended 
FCNL’s  annual  session  in  Washington, 
DC,  last  November.  By  all  reports,  Laura 
was  a remarkable  young  woman  of  grace, 
capability,  with  strong  ideals  and  aspira- 
tions. According  to  Harry  Bailey  of  Grass 


Laura  Wilcox 


Valley  Friends  Meeting,  her  family  has 
long  had  close  associations  with  that  meet- 
ing and  with  the  larger  body  of  Friends:  e. 
g.,  Laura’s  father,  Nick  Wilcox,  was  the 
nephew  of  former  American  Friends  Serv- 
ice Committee  Board  head,  Harold  Evans. 

On  Saturday,  January  20th,  a memorial 
service  for  Laura  in  the  manner  of  Friends 
was  held  at  the  Ready  Springs  School  gym- 
nasium in  Penn  Valley,  organized  with  the 
help  of  Grass  Valley  Friends  Meeting. 

The  Haverford  College  community 
held  another  memorial  service  at  2:00  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  January  28th — after  students 
returned  to  the  campus  from  the  holiday 


break.  The  service  occurred  at  Haverford 
Friends  Meeting  House,  located  just  west 
of  Philadelphia. 

The  family  has  suggested  that  memo- 
rial contributions  may  be  made  to:  Friends 
Committee  for  National  Legislation,  245 
Second  Street,  NE,  Washington,  DC, 
20002-5795  USA  phone:  (202)  547-6000; 
In  the  U.S.  (800)  630-1330;  fax:  202-547- 
6019  e-mail:  fcnl@fcnl.org;  www.fcnl.org 
or  Center  to  Prevent  Handgun  Violence 
1225  Eye  Street,  NW,  Suite  1 100,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  20005  Phone  (202)  289- 
7319;  PAX  (202)  408-1851;  www.cphv. 
org. 

The  man  arrested  for  the  shootings, 
Scott  Harlan  Thorpe — a mental  health 
client  of  the  Nevada  County  Behavioral 
Health  Department  in  Nevada  City  where 
the  initial  shootings  occurred,  has  been 
charged  with  three  counts  of  murder  and 
two  of  attempted  murder.  While  there  has 
been  some  talk  of  seeking  the  death  pen- 
alty in  this  case.  District  Attorney  Mike 
Ferguson,  who — according  to  newspaper 
articles — supports  capital  punishment,  has 
stressed  that  such  a decision  is  a long  way 
off.  I’ve  been  told  that  Laura’s  family  has 
requested  that  the  death  penalty  not  be 
sought. 

It  is  true,  I believe,  that  we  are  all 
diminished  by  the  loss  of  any  of  us,  par- 
ticularly through  violent  acts.  I hope  you 
will  add  your  prayers  to  mine  for  Laura 
and  the  other  victims,  her  family  and 
friends,  all  who  were  frightened  by  the 
incidents,  and  for  the  alleged  perpetrator. 
— In  peace,  Peggy  Morscheck,  Director, 
Quaker  Information  Center,  1501  Cherry 
Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  Phone: 
(215)  241-7024;  Fax:  (215)  567-2096  E- 
mail:  quakerinfo@afsc.org  Web  site: 

http://www.  afsc.  org/qic.  html 

Gilbert  White  Awarded 
National  Medal  of  Science 

Gilbert  White,  a member  of  Boulder 
Meeting  and  distinguished  professor 
emeritus  of  geography  at  Boulder,  has 
won  the  prestigious  National  Medal  of 
Science  for  2000. 

White  was  one  of  12  scientists  na- 
tionwide selected  to  receive  the  National 
Medal  of  Science  this  year,  the  nation’s 
highest  scientific  honor.  White  was  cited 
for  his  outstanding  leadership  and  scien- 
tific contributions  to  geography  and  envi- 
ronmental sciences  and  for  helping  shape 
the  nation’s  policies  on  flood  plains,  water 
use,  and  natural  disasters  for  more  than 
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five  decades. 

His  doctoral  dissertation  has  been 
called  the  most  influential  ever  written  by 
an  American  geographer.  “Floods  are 
‘acts  of  God,’  but  flood  losses  are  largely 
acts  of  man,”  he  wrote  in  1942. 

White  has  been  a key  player  in  many 
of  the  world’s  biggest  environmental  de- 
velopments over  the  last  50  years.  He  con- 
tributed to  the  study  of  water  issues  in 
East  Africa,  the  Aral  Sea  basin,  the  Lower 
Mekong  basin,  and  the  Middle  East.  His 
work  changed  the  way  the  professions 
think  about  water  resources  and  how  so- 
cieties approach  the  management  of  wa- 
ter. 

White  earned  his  bachelor’s,  mas- 
ter’s, and  doctoral  degrees  in  geography  at 
the  University  of  Chicago.  A Quaker, 
White  was  a conscientious  objector  to 
military  service  during  WWII.  From 
1942-46,  under  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  he  helped  assist  chil- 
dren and  refugees  in  France,  was  detained 
by  the  Nazis  for  a year  in  Germany 
and  later  chaired  the  AFSC  from 
1963  to  1969. 

At  the  age  of  34,  White  became 
president  of  Haverford  College,  the  first 
college  founded  by  Quakers.  He  served 
there  until  1955  when  he  returned  to  the 
University  of  Chicago.  For  more  infor- 
mation about  Gilbert  White  and  other 
noteworthy  Western  Quakers,  see  the 
new  Western  Quaker  Biography  web- 
site at  http://members.aol.com/ 
WestFriends/WestemQuakerBiographies. 
html 

Information  Needed 
For  “Quiet  Helpers” 

Quakers  offered  relief  in  Germany 
and  others  parts  of  Europe  follow- 
ing WWI  and  again  before,  during  and 
following  WWII.  Major  feeding  pro- 
grams, assistance  to  people  fleeing  the 
violence,  and  work  for  reconciliation  in 
the  aftermath  of  war  led  to  the  designation 
“Quiet  Helpers”  by  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize 
Committee.  In  1995  the  German  govern- 
ment commemorated  this  work  with  a ma- 
jor, multidimensional  exhibit  (also  called 
Quiet  Helpers)  that  documents  that  special 
history  and  work,  those  who  served,  and 
those  who  benefited  from  their  service. 
This  exhibit  will  be  coming  to  Southern 
California  through  the  sponsorship  of 
First  Friends  Church,  Whittier,  next  fall. 

Do  you  know  of  anyone  who  was  a 
“Quiet  Helper”  in  Europe?  Do  you  know 


Gilbert  White  — Photo  © Harold  Confer 

someone  who  benefited  from  that  service? 
We  would  like  to  document  the  history 
and  honor  them  at  the  opening  reception. 
Please  contact:  Claire  Gorfinkel,  AFSC, 
980  N Fair  Oaks,  Pasadena,  CA  91103. 
(626)  791-1978.  Fax:  (626)  791-2205.  E- 
mail:  cgorfinkel@afsc.org. 


Arizona  Friends 

Every  year  Pendle  Hill  holds  a clerk- 
ing workshop  for  those  interested  in 
strengthening  their  clerking  skills  or  deep- 
ening their  understanding  of  the  Quaker 
business  process.  Last  fall,  Pima  Monthly 
Meeting  sent  two  of  its  members,  Eleanor 
Dart  and  Cathy  Amanti,  to  this  workshop. 
There,  they  gathered  for  a weekend  with 
about  30  other  participants  from  primarily 
East  Coast  meetings.  Kathleen  Smith 
from  Maury  River  Friends  Meeting  was 
the  workshop  leader.  Using  primarily  a 
lecture  format,  Kathleen  led  participants 


through  various  topics  including  the  role 
of  the  clerk,  crafting  an  agenda,  the  role 
of  committees,  and  how  to  deal  with  con- 
flict in  business  meeting.  She  also  dis- 
cussed the  historical  roots  of  modem 
Quaker  business  meeting  practices.  That 
this  workshop  provides  an  important  serv- 
ice to  Quakers  from  around  the  country  is 
testified  to  by  the  fact  that  some  meetings 
send  one  of  their  members  to  participate 
in  it  every  year. 

Juan  Pascoe  continues  to  work  in  the 
Ministry  for  which  Intermountain  Yearly 
Meeting  released  him  and  wrote  this  up- 
date: 

Steve  Nunez  recently  interviewed 
Juan  Pascoe  on  KGUN  Channel  9 and 
asked  him  what  he  intended  to  do  to 
tackle  the  problem  of  Mexican  migrant 
workers  coming  across  the  border. 

Juan  explained  that  he  thought  it  was 
necessary  to  bring  the  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  together  to 
work  out  an  agreement  to  establish  a guest 
worker  program  that  would  avoid  the  pit- 
falls  of  the  earlier  “bracero” 
program  and  would  grant  legal 
entry  to  workers.  Along  with 
this,  temporary  work  contracts 
would  be  provided.  It  would 
be  a binational  program  that 
would  be  a modern  day  ver- 
sion of  a commitment  to  facili- 
tate entry  of  needed  workers 
into  the  United  States  and 
would  provide  protection  to 
them. 

Governor  Hull  and  Congress- 
man Kolbe  are  apparently  con- 
sidering the  establishment  of 
such  a program  as  a pilot  en- 
deavor in  Arizona.  Juan  is  rec- 
ommending that  an  approach  be 
made  to  President  Fox  to  invite 
him  to  include  Mexico  as  a re- 
sponsible party  in  this  effort. 

Juan  Pascoe  has  been  released  for 
this  ministry  by  the  Intermountain 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Soci- 
ety of  Friends  and  plans  to  meet  with 
leading  government  officials  in  Mexico 
next  week  to  work  out  approaches  to 
this  proposed  program.  He  reports  hav- 
ing recently  received  a letter  from 
President  Fox,  thanking  him  for  his 
having  submitted  proposals  to  him  in 
two  areas:  what  to  do  to  solve  the  prob- 
lem of  unprotected  Mexican  workers 
who  come  across  the  border,  and  how 
to  organize  the  national  combat  on  pov- 
erty. — Alicya  Malik,  Pima  Meeting. 


AFSC  children  feeding  program  at  Mittelhoff  in  Germany  after 
World  War  II — AFSC  Archives 


Page  18 


Friends  Bulletin  - March  2001 


Pacific  Friends  Outreach  Society- 
The  Journey  Towards  a Permanent  Site 


by  Shan  Cretin 

Santa  Monica  Meeting 

In  August  1996  PYM  Friends  approved 
the  following  minute:  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  approves  the  formation  of  a non- 
profit California  corporation  to  further  the 
work  of  establishing  a permanent  site  for 
its  annual  session  and  for  other  uses.  Pa- 
cific Yearly  Meeting  also  requests  its 
Nominating  Committee  to  bring  forward 
names  of  nine  Friends  willing  to  serve  on 
the  initial  board  of  directors. 

Since  its  inception  as  a nonprofit  cor- 
poration in  February  1997,  Pacific  Friends 
Outreach  Society  (PFOS)  has  been  en- 
gaged in  a shared  spiritual  journey  with 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  to  understand  the 
intent  of  this  minute  and  to  discover  what 
it  will  mean  to  have  a permanent  site  from 
which  to  witness  our  faith  year-round. 

Now  in  our  fourth  year,  we  are 
amazed  by  where  this  journey  has  taken 
us  and  excited  about  our  unfolding  future. 
Many  small  and  large  miracles  have  sus- 
tained our  faith  and  constantly  renewed 
our  energy.  Bill  and  Beth  Lovett’s  gener- 
ous offer  of  their  farm — twenty  three 
acres  of  valley  oaks,  wetlands  and  Christ- 
mas trees,  bordered  by  a 324-acre  nature 
preserve — led  our  board  to  Visalia  for  the 
first  time  in  February  1998.  The  beauty  of 
this  land  spoke  to  us,  inspiring  a vision  in 
which  both  the  finished  site  and  the  proc- 
ess of  developing  it  are  living  witness  to 
our  testimonies.  The  Spirit  moved  among 
Friends  from  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  who 
came  forward  with  generous,  spontaneous 
donations. 

Representative  Committee  directed 
the  PYM  Holding  Corporation  to  release 
$25,000  from  the  sale  of  San  Fernando 
Meeting  House  to  PFOS  to  underwrite 
part  of  the  planning  process  for  the 
Visalia  site.  Murry  Lauser  gave  more  than 
$50,000  along  with  an  offer  to  encourage 
others  to  follow  her  example.  Last  De- 
cember an  enthusiastic  Friend,  eager  for 
the  vision  of  a conference  and  retreat  cen- 
ter for  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  to  become 
a reality,  made  a gift  of  $500,000  to  cele- 
brate Robert  Vogel’s  life  lived  in  the 
Light. 

We  have  continued  to  grow  and  de- 
velop as  a Friends  organization.  We  now 
have  board  members  who  bring  a wealth 
of  expertise  in  the  governance  of  Quaker 
nonprofit  corporations,  in  agricultural 
law,  in  grant-writing  and  in  the  theory  and 


On  Dec.  26-28,  a group  of  ten  adults  and 
teens  from  the  SCQM/AFSC  Youth  Service 
Project  cleared  the  underbrush  from  about 
1/3  acre  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Quaker 
Oaks  Farm  to  make  way  for  a camping 
ground  on  the  future  site  of  Quaker  Oaks 
Center,  a project  of  Pacific  Friends  Out- 
reach Society.  Seen  here  are  Carrie  Powell, 
Chuck  Carpenter,  Cody  Lowry,  Hadi 
Khatib. — Photo  by  Gary  Wolff 


practice  of  environmentally-sensitive  de- 
sign and  development.  The  Sanger  Resi- 
dence on  the  Lovett  property  is  now  avail- 
able for  our  use  as  offices  and  meeting 
space,  allowing  us  to  invite  PYM  commit- 
tees to  meet  at  our  site,  beginning  with 
Ministry  and  Counsel  in  January  2000. 

In  Spring  2000  we  initiated  the  proc- 
ess of  hiring  our  first  full-time  project  di- 
rector. A number  of  well-qualified  appli- 
cants responded  to  our  flyers  and  adver- 
tisements. We  invited  the  most  promising 
candidates  to  be  interviewed  at  Mt.  Ma- 
donna during  Yearly  Meeting.  Mark  Pe- 
terson, a Fresno  area  resident  with  experi- 
ence in  starting  nonprofit  organizations 
and  in  property  management,  began  work 
after  Labor  Day.  With  Mark’s  help,  we 
are  making  steady  progress  on  developing 
a business  plan  and  in  working  with  Tu- 
lare County  planners  to  obtain  all  neces- 
sary approvals  for  our  project.  Mark  has 
also  established  a functioning  office  in  the 
Sanger  House,  17210  Avenue  296, 
Visalia,  CA  93292  (Tel:  559-594-4125; 
Fax:  559-594-4130;  E-mail: 

pfospd@earthlink.net). 

Anticipating  the  more  intense  level  of 
activity  that  will  come  with  having  full- 
time staff,  we  expanded  our  board  from  9 
regular  directors  to  12.  We  also  estab- 
lished a full  set  of  Board  Committees 
(Executive,  Finance,  Personnel,  Program, 
Fund  Development,  Site,  Nominating)  and 
have  begun  the  process  of  recruiting  com- 
mittee members,  as  a way  of  involving  a 
broad  spectrum  of  Friends  in  our  work. 


Another  development  during  the  year 
transformed  the  context  in  which  we  are 
working.  At  last  year’s  annual  session,  a 
group  of  Friends  discussed  the  possibility 
of  acquiring  the  30  acres  to  the  north  of 
the  Lovett  farm.  Efforts  to  form  a mutual 
housing  association  did  not  bear  fruit. 
However,  five  Friends  are  in  the  final 
stages  of  purchasing  these  six  lots  and 
expect  to  take  title  just  after  the  New 
Year.  While  clearly  independent  of  PFOS, 
this  still-evolving  intentional  community 
is  an  asset  to  PFOS  in  many  ways,  provid- 
ing supportive  neighbors  who  share  our 
values. 

We  have  continued  discussions  with 
Tulare  County  planners  and  are  now  pre- 
paring an  application  which  we  hope  to 
submit  in  the  coming  year.  We  did  receive 
our  first  newspaper  coverage  in  the  Cen- 
tral Valley  with  a favorable,  if  not  always 
accurate,  portrayal  of  our  vision  and  our 
journey  so  far,  along  with  a moving  ac- 
count of  the  Lovetts’  role. 

We  are  excited  about  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  year.  We  hope  our  new 
director  and  new  committees  will  help  us 
capitalize  on  the  talents  and  experiences 
of  a broad  representation  of  PYM  Friends. 
We  have  already  begun  work  on  a fund 
development  campaign,  marketing  sur- 
veys, a business  plan,  and  feasibility  stud- 
ies on  key  aspects  of  site  infrastructure- 
design  and  development.  Our  site  contin- 
ues to  be  available  for  Yearly  Meeting 
Committee  meetings.  Youth  Service  Proj- 
ects and  other  smaller  Yearly  Meeting 
events.  Visalia  Friends  Meeting  will  host 
Representative  Committee  on  March  3, 
2001  and  PFOS  is  delighted  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  assist  in  this  undertaking. 
The  chance  for  PYM  Officers  and  Repre- 
sentatives to  see  the  Visalia  site  first-hand 
will  be  very  helpful  in  the  continuing  dia- 
logue about  the  year-round  meaning  and 
value  of  a permanent  site  for  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  and  the  appropriateness 
of  this  particular  site  for  the  Annual  Ses- 
sion. 

We  look  forward  to  the  time  we  can 
offer  PYM  Sites  Committee  an  affordable, 
accessible  alternative  for  the  Annual  Ses- 
sion. Thank  you,  Friends,  for  your  prayers 
and  your  continued  support. 

Shan  Cretin  clerked  the  PFOS  board 
from  its  founding  in  1997  to  August  2000 
and  is  now  in  her  second  term  as  a board 
member. 

Current  PFOS  Board  members  are: 
Mark  Koenig  (Clerk),  Ellie  Huffman 
(Assistant  Clerk),  Micki  Graham 
(Secretary),  Gary  Wolff  (Treasurer),  De- 
brail  Armitage,  Shan  Cretin,  Linda 
Dunn,  Sharlene  Roberts-Caudle,  Larry 
Strain,  Jo  Tyler,  Tom  Whiteman,  Bill 
Lovett  ( Special  member  representing  the 
Lovett  Family.) 
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Book  Reviews 

Forgiveness:  Breaking  the  Chain  of  Hate 
by  Michael  Henderson.  Bookpartners  Inc, 
1999.  224  pages.  ISBN:  1581510500. 
$14.95.  The  Forgiveness  Factor:  Stories 
of  Hope  in  a World  of  Conflict  by  Michael 
Henderson,  Shirley  S.  Rosenberg  (Editor). 
Grosvenor  Books,  1966.  Paperback  - 290 
pages.  ISBN:  1852390247.  $19.95.  Re- 
view by  Gene  Knudsen  Hoffman,  Santa 
Barbara  Meeting. 

There  is  a way  the  world  can  change 
from  war  to  peace,  from  hatred  to 
love.  It  requires  a lot  of  effort,  a lot  of 
understanding,  and  it  begins  at  home. 

For  centuries  we’ve  been  told  to  prac- 
tice it,  that  it’s  healing  for  ourselves  and 
the  other,  that  it’s  a way  to  manifest  love 
and  courage.  It  brings  peace  to  the  partici- 
pants. It  is  a brave  and  noble  thing  to  do, 
and — it  can  be  very  costly,  costly  to  pride, 
to  arrogance,  to  fear,  to  hate. 

Michael  Henderson  has  written  the 
definitive  book  on  the  subject  called:  For- 
giveness. Of  this  book  Desmond  Tutu 
wrote,  “A  deeply  moving  and  eloquent 
testimony  to  the  power  of  forgiveness  in 
the  life  of  individuals,  of  communities, 
and  between  and  within  nations.  It  effects 
change — a powerful  book.” 

Forgiveness  demands  much  of  us,  yet 
once  we’ve  practiced  it  it’s  so  obvious — 
and  easy.  It  demands  that  we  examine  our 
lives  daily  to  learn  whether  we  have 
brought  harm  to  anyone,  discouraged  any- 
one, destroyed  anyone’s  confidence  or 
trust.  If  we  find  we  have,  we  give  up  pain- 
ful denial  and  simply  acknowledge  it  to 
ourselves,  to  the  one  harmed,  and  ask 
their  forgiveness. 

Quaker  books  can  be  ordered  through 

Friends  General  Conference 
1216  Arch  St  #2B, 

Philadelphia,  PA  19107. 

(215)  561-1700.  Fax:  (215)  561-0759 
www.fgcquaker.org. 

Pendle  Hill  Bookstore 
Box  J, 

Wallingford  PA  19086 
1-800-742-3150 

http  ://www.pendlehill  .org/bookstore.html 

Quaker  Hill  Bookstore 
101-A  Quaker  Hill  Dr, 

Richmond,  IN  47374 
1-765-962-7575 
1-800-537-8838 
books@xc.org 


Whether  or  not  we’re  forgiven  is  not 
the  issue.  That  we  found  the  courage  to 
take  the  unexpected  act  is.  We  have  ac- 
cepted our  imperfection  and  begun  a heal- 
ing process  for  ourselves  and  the  world. 

In  his  book  Michael  Henderson  tells  us 
story  after  story  of  forgiveness  in  action 
and  its  results.  I’m  going  to  focus  on  one  of 
them.  I feel  it’s  an  object  lesson  for  us 
Americans.  Perhaps  it  will  whet  your  appe- 
tite for  more. 

In  1788,  the  British  colonized  Australia, 
and  for  the  Aboriginal  peoples,  this  period 
was  one  of  “dispossession  and  massacre,”  to 
the  point  where  it  was  assumed  they  would 
die  out.  But  the  number  of  the  mixed  Aborigi- 
nal and  white  people  grew  steadily,  and,  since 
they  were  almost  always  born  of  white  fathers 
and  Aboriginal  mothers,  most  grew  up  in 
Aboriginal  communities. 


This  alarmed  the  white  authorities 
who  had  no  respect  for  the  Aboriginal  cul- 
ture. They  thought  if  they  took  the  chil- 
dren out  of  the  aboriginal  culture,  Austra- 
lia would  comfortably  become  a western 
country.  So  they  stole,  often  brutally,  chil- 
dren from  their  mothers,  often  when  they 
were  newly  bom,  and  placed  them  in  fos- 
ter homes  or  in  institutions.  By  1970, 
some  of  the  Australian  citizens  began 
working  courageously  to  overcome  the 
attitudes  that  allowed  such  cruelty  to  hap- 
pen. Kim  Beazley,  a member  of  Parlia- 
ment and  leader  of  the  Labor  party  de- 
cided to  devote  his  parliamentary  career 
to  the  needs  of  the  Aboriginal  (sometime 
called  Maoris)  people. 

In  the  late  ’80s  the  Labor  Commis- 
sion initiated  a Royal  Commission  to  dis- 
cover why  so  many  Aboriginal  people 
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P(wgivene£6  and  the  Qxdtimed  of,  Peace 


From  Elise  Boulding’s  Christmas  Letter,  December  2000 


On  my  early  morning  walk  today,  tiny  snowflakes  filled  the  sky  and  danced  on  my 
path — reminding  me  that  winter  is  here  and  Christmas  near.  The  world  seems 
cheerful  and  safe  in  the  friendly  community  of  North  Hill,  but  my  inner  ear  hears 
cries  of  despair  from  many  quarters,  including  especially  Israel-Palestine.  [My  hus- 
band] Kenneth  [Boulding]  heard  those  cries  on  a visit  to  Jerusalem  in  1973,  and  here 
is  the  sonnet  he  wrote  then: 


0 JjenuAalem! 


Great  bells  clash  through  the  belfry  of  my  mind, 
Zion.  Zion.  Zion,  booms  to  the  deep; 
Bethlehem,  Bethany,  Gethsemane  leap 
Into  liquid  joy  and  agony.  Names  grind 
Brain’s  furrows,  reechoing,  till,  blaze  blind. 

Blare  deaf,  I black  out.  So  must  I weep,  weep 
That  my  eyes  see,  cry  that  my  ears  keep 
Hearing  the  low  prose  murmuring  in  the  wind. 

This  music  is  so  great  I cannot  hear 
The  Words-how,  in  the  tumult  of  the  Word 
Can  the  sharp  silence  of  the  dread,  absurd 
Truth  be  inscribed  upon  the  mind’s  wall,  clear? 
Right,  might,  power,  victory  lead  straight  to  doom: 
Only  forgiveness  leaves  us  any  room. 


How  often  Kenneth’s  words  come  to  me,  echoes  of  our  52  years  together,  and 
how  right  forgiveness  seems  as  a theme  for  this  holy  season  of  Advent  and  Ramadan 
and  Hanukkah,  all  coinciding  this  year.  Although  I must  live  a quieter  life  now,  after  a 
fall  and  serious  illness  very  soon  after  I moved  to  North  Hill  (I  now  wear  a lifeline 
and  have  made  a good  recovery),  I do  everything  I can  to  stay  in  touch  with  and  sup- 
port peacemaking  efforts  in  this  UN  Year  and  Decade  of  Education  for  a Culture  of 
Peace  and  Nonviolence.  And  how  glad  I am  that  my  Cultures  of  Peace  book  is  out 
there  with  its  own  voice! 
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took  their  own  lives  while  in  prison.  In 
1933,  some  Australians  and  some  govern- 
ment officials  were  ready  to  admit  how 
cruelly  the  Aboriginal  people  were  treated. 
By  1997,  a 680-page  report  was  finished 
and  was  titled  Bringing  Them  Home.  It 
called  for  a national  apology. 

The  national  report  shook  the  con- 
science of  Australia.  After  some  months 
the  government  announced  it  would  make 
available  sixty-three  million  dollars  over 
four  years  for  counseling  and  family  reun- 
ion. However,  it  ignored  the  proposal  for  a 
national  apology  and  the  concept  of  a Na- 
tional Sorry  Day  of  acknowledgment  and 
forgiveness. 

On  their  own  initiative  many  Aborigi- 
nal and  non-Aboriginal  people  came  to- 
gether and  launched  a plan  to  hold  a Sorry 
Day  on  May  26,  1998,  exactly  a year  after 
the  report  had  been  made  public  by  Parlia- 
ment. The  idea  spread  rapidly  with  strong 
backing  from  the  churches  and  from  edu- 
cational authorities.  One  group  developed 
Sorry  Books  in  which  people  expressed  in 
their  own  words  their  sorrow  for  the 
forced  removal  of  children  from  families. 
Eventually  more  than  1,200  such  books 
were  distributed  in  which  400,000  people 
wrote  personal  messages.  On  National 
Sorry  Day  the  books  were  handed  to  elders 
of  “The  Stolen  Generations”  in  hundreds 
of  ceremonies  throughout  Australia. 

Former  Prime  Minister  Malcolm  Fraser 
published  an  article  called  Why  We  Must 
Say  Sorry,  in  which  he  wrote:  “Facing  the 
truth  about  our  past,  when  it  is  contrary  to 
that  which  we  have  been  taught  for  genera- 
tions is  difficult.  Unless  non-Aboriginal 
Australians  are  prepared  to  look  at  the  past 
honestly,  there  will  be  no  real  reconcilia- 
tion with  Aborigines.  It  also  involves  mat- 
ters of  Spirit.  This  is  where  an  apology  for 
past  wrongs  is  relevant.  An  apology  does 
not  say  ‘I  am  guilty’ — it  is  a recognition 
that  our  society  perpetuated  a wrong  and 
that  we  are  sorry  it  happened.  An  apology 
says  that  by  today’s  standards  these  things 
should  never  have  happened.” 

The  next  step  the  Australian  people 
took  was  a Journey  of  Healing  which  was 
led  by  members  of  the  Stolen  Generations, 
who  took  the  initiative  to  heal  the  remain- 
ing wounds  among  people  of  all  races. 
One  member  of  the  stolen  generation, 
Fiona,  said,  “National  Sorry  Day  was  the 
final  thing  in  my  healing  because  it  gave 
recognition  to  pain...  and  it  gave  us  per- 
mission to  cry  and  grieve  together.  Since 
then,  I’ve  suddenly  become  aware  that  our 


people  aren’t  victims  any  more.” 

On  August  27,  1999,  Parliament  ex- 
pressed its  sincere  and  deep  regret  for  the 
injustices,  as  well  as  hurts  and  traumas,  that 
indigenous  Australians  suffered  under  past 
generations.  Prime  Minister  John  Howard 
(who  two  years  ago  had  refused  to  apolo- 
gize to  the  indigenous  people)  said,  “The 
greatest  blemish  and  stain  on  the  Australian 
national  story  is  our  treatment  of  the  in- 
digenous people.  It  is  important  that  we 
recognize  that,  we  confront  it  and  acknowl- 
edge it.” 

My  dream  is  that  we  American  people 
will  come  out  of  our  denial  about  the  tragic 
harm  we’ve  done  others  beginning  with  our 
American  Indians,  the  people  whom  we 
made  slaves,  immigrants  whom  we  rejected 
and  looked  down  upon,  our  gay  and  lesbian 
brothers  and  sisters — and  from  there  move 
on  to  people  all  over  the  world,  who  have 
suffered  and  died  from  the  weapons  we 
have  used  and  the  bombs  we  have  dropped. 
Making  a pilgrimage  of  acknowledging  the 
harm  we  have  done,  making  what  amends 
we  can,  and  asking  forgiveness  is  not  be- 
yond our  capabilities  and  it  has  a powerful 
example:  Veterans  in  our  own  Vietnam 
Restoration  Project  (see  www.vvrp.org), 
where  they  are  performing  acts  of  healing 
and  restoration  in  Vietnam  at  this  very 
time.  □ 


Cooper,  Wilmer:  Growing  Up  Plain:  the 
Journey  of  a public  Friend , with  a fore- 
word by  William  and  Frances  Taber.  Rich- 
mond IN:  Friends  United  Press,  1999.  185 
pp.  $16.50.  Review  by  D.  Pablo  Stanfield, 
University  MM  (Seattle),  NPYM. 

Wil  Cooper  is  the  widely  respected 
founding  dean  of  the  Earlham 
School  of  Religion,  the  only  general  semi- 
nary for  Friends,  committed  to  theological 
education  for  Friends  of  all  varieties.  Al- 
though a member  of  a fairly  evangelical 
and  pastoral  yearly  meeting  in  Friends 
United  Meeting,  he  grew  up  in  one  of  the 
strictest,  plain,  conservative  families  in 
Wilburite  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting 
(Conservative).  This  memoir  is  much  less 
an  autobiography  than  a reflection  of  what 
the  Wilburite  testimonies  on  plainness 
were,  what  they  meant  and  how  Wil  left 
them.  Conservative  Friends  are  the  smallest 
remaining  branch  of  Quakerism  in  North 
America,  a result  of  the  pre-Civil  War  split 
of  the  Orthodox  (non-Hicksite)  Friends 
Yearly  Meetings.  Cooper  gives  a good  his- 


torical summary  of  the  schism  and  the  po- 
sitions held  by  the  figureheads  Joseph 
John  Gurney  of  London  YM,  whose 
Wesleyan  evangelical  followers  would 
later  lead  the  Gurneyite  Meetings  into 
even  more  splits,  pastoral  worship,  and 
fundamentalism;  and  John  Wilbur  of  New 
England  YM,  whose  followers  entrenched 
themselves  in  the  distinctives  of  18th  cen- 
tury Quietism,  hedging  themselves  and 
their  children  from  “the  world  and  all  its 
snares.”  There  are  still  Wilburites  who 
wear  traditional  plain  dress,  use  the  plain 
speech  with  thee,  and  continue  the  tradi- 
tional unpastored  silent  worship  with  a 
focus  on  Jesus’s  Light. 

This  was  the  Quaker  world  into 
which  Wil  Cooper  was  born  around  the 
turn  of  the  20th  century,  a “peculiar  peo- 
ple” whom  he  still  reveres  with  a criti- 
cal eye.  The  majority  of  his  book  is 
about  their  faith  and  practice  and  how 
he  saw  those  while  growing  up.  He 
dedicates  a whole  chapter  to  outlining 
different  aspects  of  their  theology  and 
later  reflects  on  what  those  now  old- 
fashioned  testimonies  have  to  say  to  us 
at  the  turn  of  the  21st  century.  He  does 
so  in  a most  understandable  way.  Since 
many  of  us  Beanite  traditionalist 
Friends  perpetuate  aspects  of  those  old 
Quaker  distinctives,  it  is  important  to 
see  how  plain  clothes,  avoidance  of  un- 
necessary technology,  limitations  on 
decoration  and  arts  and  luxuries,  use  of 
the  direct  language  and  the  unfamiliar 
verbs  with  “thee”  were  all  of  a piece  in 
the  integrated  lifestyle  of  the  conserva- 
tive Friends  who  maintained  them. 
Plain  Quakers  were  expected  to  take  on 
these  customs  not  because  of  tradition 
or  conformity,  but  because  they  testi- 
fied to  their  lives  as  a people  dedicated 
to  serving  God  and  making  real  on  this 
earth  the  Kingdom  of  God  that  results 
from  being  filled  with  the  Light.  They 
were  encouraged  in  this  with  loving, 
although  occasionally  painful,  eldering. 

Many  of  the  commitments  made  by 
the  Conservative  Friends,  even  today 
when  they  have  evolved  quite  a lot 
away  from  their  stricter  disciplines,  still 
challenge  us  and  all  Quakers  to  walk 
our  talk,  to  make  the  full  commitment 
of  our  lives  to  forming  the  Common- 
wealth of  Peace,  instead  of  forming  a 
committee  to  plan  for  it.  I encourage 
Friends  to  read  Wilmer  Cooper's  book 
and  consider  the  queries  it  raises  about 
our  own  faith  and  practice.  □ 
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The  Pure  Principle:  Quakers  and  Other 
Faiths  by  Jim  Pym.  William  Sessions 
Ltd,  York,  2000.  116  pp.  paperback, 
$14.00.  Review  by  Nicholas  Dewey, 
Santa  Barbara  Meeting  for  Worship. 

Jim  Pym’s  writings  are  becoming  in- 
creasingly well-known  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic.  Friends  who  have  en- 
joyed reading  Listening  to  the  Light  will 
also  appreciate  this  latest  work  from  his 
pen,  in  which  he  explores  very  thor- 
oughly the  whole  subject  of  ecumenical 
relations  between  the  Society  of  Friends 
and  other  religions  and  spiritual  paths. 
This  was  clearly  not  intended  to  include 
any  discussion  of  interdenominational 
links  within  the  Christian  context. 

The  title.  The  Pure  Principle,  is  ex- 
plained as  being  taken  from  a passage  of 


writing  by  John  Woolman,  which  be- 
speaks the  heart’s  “deep  and  inward”  sen- 
sitivity to  all  religions  and  not  just  to  the 
believer’s  own.  These  words  are  echoed, 
incidentally,  in  Britain  Yearly  Meeting’s 
Advices  & Queries,  where  we  are  urged  to 
“enter  imaginatively  into  the  life  and  wit- 
ness of  other  communities  of  faith,  creat- 
ing together  the  bonds  of  friendship....” 
Jim’s  book,  however,  takes  us  beyond  this 
minimalist  position  toward  a deeper  un- 
derstanding of  what  is  involved  in  “the 
wonderful  world  of  wider  spirituality”  as 
he  calls  it. 

His  own  immersion  in  the  subject  is 
partially  accounted  for  by  the  guiding  in- 
fluence of  other  Friends  who  have  trod  the 
same  path  before  him,  notably  Margot 
Tennyson,  Damaris  Parker-Rhodes  and 
our  own  Douglas  Steere  (whose  concept 


of  “Mutual  Irradiation”  has  been  a source 
of  inspiration  to  many  ecumenists).  But  it 
is  Jim’s  own  life  and  beliefs  that  have 
been  the  main  witness  to  inter-faith  shar- 
ing: raised  as  a Roman  Catholic,  he 

later  became  both  a Quaker  and  a Bud- 
dhist and  has  successfully  integrated  the 
two  in  his  own  ministry. 

Not  surprisingly  then,  much  of  his 
book  is  taken  up  with  a survey  of  how 
Friends,  both  contemporaneously  and 
over  past  years,  have  taken  the  initiative 
to  strengthen  ties  between  Quaker  values 
and  practice  and  those  of  the  religions  of 
the  East.  Jim’s  contribution  to  the  ecu- 
menical debate  is  all  the  more  relevant  at 
the  start  of  this  new  millennium,  when 
exclusivity  and  fundamentalist  power 
politics  around  the  world  threaten  peace 
and  religious  harmony.  □ 


Before  Sleep  I Go  Outside 

by  Jeanne  Lohmann 

What  is  more  beautiful  than  Orion  and  the  stars 
seen  through  the  bare  limbs  of  an  oak? 

What  too  is  more  beautiful  than  winter  clouds  in  a rush 
over  the  face  of  the  moon,  when  the  mind  gives  way 

and  the  supple  body  slows,  the  heart  grown  ready 
to  make  the  experiment:  to  be  lifted  and  stretched 

by  measureless  new  dimensions?  All  that  I have  said 
and  heard  recedes,  pulled  into  space  where  there  are  no 

words,  my  head  quiet  and  at  rest,  leaning  back 
against  a corner  of  the  garage,  under  this  night  sky 

and  the  far  stars  where  my  thirsty  eyes  drink  as  from 
a pitcher  that  pours  and  pours  and  does  not  empty. 


“Before  Sleep  I Go  Outside”  is  from  Jeanne  Lohmann’s 
new  book  of  poems  entitled  Flying  Horses  (Santa  Barbara: 
Fithian  Press,  2001.)  A long-time  Friend  and  contributor  to 
Friends  Bulletin  whose  writings  have  appeared  in  many  lit- 
erary reviews  and  anthologies  throughout  the  United  States, 
Jeanne  is  a member  of  Olympia  Meeting  and  a graduate  of 
the  creative  writing  program  at  San  Francisco  State  Univer- 
sity. She  is  the  author  of  Gathering  a Life  (John  Daniel  & 
Co.,  1989),  Between  Silence  and  Answer  (Pendle  Hill, 
1994),  and  Granite  Under  Water  (Fithian  Press,  1996). 


Free  Books! 

Numerous  books  are  sitting  on  the  editor’s  shelf,  awaiting  a reviewer  (you 
can  see  a partial  list  at  http://members.aol.com/ferdinandpinata/freebooks. 
html)  If  you’d  like  to  write  reviews  (and  thereby  receive  a “free”  book), 
please  contact  the  editor  at  friendsbul@aol.com  or  at  5238  Andalucia  Ct, 
Whittier,  CA  90601.  Please  indicate  what  experience  you’ve  had  in  review- 
ing books  and  what  book(s)  you’d  like  to  review.  Also,  if  you’d  like  to  re- 
view a book  that  you  think  would  be  of  interest  to  Friends,  and  it’s  not  on 
the  list,  please  contact  the  editor  and  he  will  help  arrange  for  you  to  receive 
a review  copy  from  a publisher.  (You  need  to  find  the  publisher’s  address.) 


For  the  latest  news  about  Western  Friends,  check  out 
THE  New  Friends  Bulletin  WEBSITE:  a directory  of  Western  inde- 
pendent Meetings,  a calendar  of  events,  links  to  other  numerous  other 
sites,  plus  hundreds  of  pages  of  articles  relating  to  A Western  Quaker 
Reader  and  Friends  Bulletin : www.quaker.org 

http://members.aoI.com/friendsbul/WestFriendsDirectory.html 


Barclay  Press  Announces... 


A Catechism  and 
Confession  o f Faith 

By  Robert  Barclay 

Edited  in  Modern  English  by  Dean  Freiday  and  Arthur  0.  Roberts 

144  pages 

"Barclay's  Catechism  and  Confession  of  Faith. . . makes  an  excellent  discussion 
resource  and  study  guide  for  young  people  and  adults  alike  seeking  to  be 
deepened  in  Quaker  beliefs  and  perspectives.  The  teamwork  of  Arthur  Roberts 
and  Dean  Freiday  makes  a winning  combination  here,  and  the  world  is  indebted 
to  their  labor  and  astute  judgement  in  preparing  this  reader-friendly  text." 

—Paul  Anderson 

New  Edition  Price  Professor  of  Biblical  and  Quaker  Studies 

$6.95  George  Fox  University 

To  Order: 

110  S.  Elliott  Road  • Newberg,  OR  97132 
800-962-4014  • www.barclaypress.com  • info@barlcaypress.com 
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( “Punishment  of  Manikandan  , ” cont.  from  p.  11) 

and  a coarse,  torn  and  stained  mustard- 
colored,  incongruously  long-sleeve  shirt, 
probably  his  only  one  other  than  his  school 
uniform,  buttoned  at  the  chest  with  the  sin- 
gle remaining  button,  his  skin  a rich,  dark 
chocolate,  hair  not  quite  clean,  but  shiny 
and  slick  having  been  combed  with  coco- 
nut oil.  He  looked  like  he  was  about  to  be 
hanged. 

The  boys  brought  forth  their  accusa- 
tion. Instead  of  coming  to  their  one-hour 
Saturday  study  hall,  which  they  organized 
themselves,  Manikandan  was  found  wan- 
dering around  the  stalls  by  the  side  of  the 
highway.  They  expected  Krishnamal  to 
devise  a suitable  punishment.  In  English, 
Krishnamal  quickly  related  the  story  of  the 
boy.  His  mother  had  recently  died.  His 
drunken  father  had  remarried,  and  both  he 
and  his  stepmother  (who  had  three  children 
of  her  own)  beat  Manikandan  for  the 
slightest  of  infractions,  real  or  imagined. 
He  had  become  a petty  thief,  for  which  his 
father  once  hung  him  from  a tree  for  half 
an  hour  by  his  heels.  It  was  following  this 
incident  just  three  months  ago  that  Krish- 
namal took  Manikandan  in,  with  the  par- 
ents happy  to  be  rid  of  him.  Manikandan’s 
parents  weren’t  that  poor,  but  wouldn’t  pay 
even  the  100  rupees  for  his  support. 

I asked  Krishnamal  permission  to  in- 
tervene. I suggested  (Krishnamal  translat- 
ing for  me  into  Tamil  all  the  while)  that 
perhaps  Manikandan  needed  a reward 
rather  than  punishment.  After  all,  he  was 
learning  independence;  of  course  he  would 
also  have  to  learn  responsibility.  Manikan- 
dan stood  there  as  if  watching  the  jury  de- 
liberate. “No,  punishment  it  must  be,”  de- 
manded the  other  boys.  “Reward,”  I urged 
ardently,  “After  all,  up  to  now  all  he  has 
known  is  punishment.”  Finally,  we  turned 
to  Manikandan.  “What  will  it  be?” 
“Punishment,”  he  replied  grimly. 

“Fine,”  I said,  “Punishment  it  will  be. 
His  punishment  will  be  to  walk  alone  with 
me  down  to  the  roadside  to  have  a sweet.” 
The  boys  protested  weakly.  A.  Manikan- 
dan still  stood  grim-faced,  as  if  he  didn’t 
understand.  I made  him  sign  my  notebook, 
and  took  him  by  the  hand,  which  I think 
somewhat  shocked  him,  shooed  away  the 
boys  who  began  to  follow,  and  led  him 
down  the  1/3  mile  path  to  the  roadside 
stand.  I chirped  happily  away  at  him  in 
English,  trying  to  sound  encouraging  the 
whole  time.  Manikandan  looked  like  he 
was  surely  walking  to  the  gallows.  College 
students  on  the  campus  path  stopped  to 


marvel  and  comment  on  this  light-skinned 
middle-aged  man,  certainly  a foreigner, 
leading  this  forlorn-looking  ragamuffin. 

At  last  we  reached  the  stand.  I ex- 
plained to  the  shopkeeper  in  my  slowest 
Indian  English  (I  find  I have  to  work  hard 
at  this,  being  a native  New  Yorker),  that 
Manikandan  was  to  select  any  sweet  he 
wanted.  The  shopkeeper,  sensing  his  hesi- 
tation and  confusion,  reached  into  a jar 
and  handed  him  a rather  soft  and  squishy 
milk  sweet,  shaped  in  a rectangle,  and 
wrapped  in  the  thinnest  of  cellophane.  I 
asked  for  the  same  and  paid  the  16  cents 
total.  We  started  the  walk  back.  Manikan- 
dan was  grinning  ear-to-ear.  I gobbled  my 
sweet.  Manikandan  held  his  in  his  hand, 
opened  an  edge,  pressed  a single  finger  to 
the  sweet,  and  put  it  into  his  mouth.  Then 
he  carefully  refolded  the  cellophane,  and 
held  the  oozing  morsel  in  his  hand  like  a 
lump  of  gold. 

We  returned  to  the  house  to  visit 
Krishnamal.  I told  Manikandan  through 
her  that  now  he  was  to  study  hard,  have 
fun,  and  ask  lots  of  questions!  Krishnamal 
would  be  sending  me  reports.  For  the  next 
several  days,  I found  him  sneaking  a peak 
at  the  strange  westerner  who  thought  it 
wise  to  punish  him  with  a sweet.  And 
whenever  I caught  him  in  the  act,  he  broke 
out  in  a smile  as  wide  as  a river. 

P.S.  I have  recently  heard  from  Manikan- 
dan, and  he  is  doing  great! 


Members  of  Olympia  Friends  Meeting, 
Friends  elsewhere,  and  members  of  the 
Quaker  Homeschooling  Circle  have  been 
contributing  to  a fund  to  help  build  cy- 
clone-proof housing  for  the  poorest  of  the 
poor  in  this  area  of  southern  India. 
Through  the  fund,  villagers  have  been  able 
to  purchase  several  cinderblock-making 
machines,  and  have  been  trained  to  collec- 
tively build  their  homes  themselves.  To 
date,  some  4,000  homes  have  been  built, 
with  a goal  of  10,000  within  five  years. 
For  more  information  about  the  project, 
contact  David  H.  Albert  at  (360)  352-0506 
or  e-mail:  shantinik@earthlink.net 


Relief  for  Earthquakes 
in  El  Salvador  and  India 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  has 
established  an  “El  Salvador  Earthquake  Relief 
and  Reconstruction  Fund”  to  respond  to  the 
widespread  suffering  and  destruction  in  that 
country  in  the  aftermath  of  Saturday’s  earth- 
quake. AFSC  staff  in  the  region  report  that  the 


earthquake  has  cut  electricity  to  many  areas  of 
the  country  and  blocked  many  of  El  Salva- 
dor’s mountain  roads. 

“AFSC  has  worked  in  El  Salvador  for 
nearly  50  years,  accompanying  its  people 
through  the  challenges  of  civil  war,  peace- 
building and  reconciliation,  natural  disasters, 
and  long  term  projects  for  economic  and  so- 
cial justice,”  said  AFSC  General  Secretary 
Mary  Ellen  McNish.  “We  will  focus  our  relief 
and  rebuilding  efforts  among  those  rural  com- 
munities most  vulnerable  and  least  likely  to 
get  other  assistance.” 

AFSC  is  sending  4000  hygiene  kits  and 
has  released  $10,000  from  its  Crisis  Fund  to 
pay  for  local  purchase  of  emergency  supplies 
for  earthquake  survivors.  AFSC  staff  on  the 
ground  assembled  seven  truckloads  of  food, 
hygiene  supplies,  candles  and  tools  for  deliv- 
ery on  January  15  from  Honduras. 

Donations  may  be  directed  to  AFSC, 
marked  “El  Salvador  Earthquake  Relief  and 
Reconstruction,”  and  mailed  to:  AFSC/ 

Development,  1501  Cherry  St,  Philadelphia, 
PA  19102.  To  contribute  via  Visa  or  Master- 
card, call  1-888-588-2372,  ext.  1. 

The  AFSC  is  not  presently  accepting 
material  donations  for  El  Salvador. 

The  AFSC  is  also  collecting  funds  to 
help  victims  of  the  massive  earthquake  in 
India.  The  earthquake,  one  of  the  strongest  in 
decades,  has  left  more  than  20,000  dead  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  without  homes.  Al- 
though relief  assistance  has  reached  some 
areas,  many  have  not  yet  received  any  help 
whatsoever.  Small  towns  and  rural  areas  in 
many  places  remain  cut  off,  and  the  extent  of 
the  damage  is  still  unclear. 

AFSC  has  made  a grant  to  the  Bombay 
Sarvodaya  Friendship  Center  which  has  sent 
one  team  of  three  doctors  and  two  support 
personnel  to  Rapar,  a small  village  in  one  of 
the  hardest  hit  areas.  The  Center  is  mobilizing 
other  teams  from  Maharashtra,  Madhya 
Pradesh  and  Gujarat  states.  We  continue  to 
explore  work  with  other  local  organizations. 

The  relief  work  will  include  aiding  the 
injured,  distributing  food,  water,  medicine 
and  other  supplies,  removing  rubble,  and  cre- 
mating the  dead.  The  Center  reports  that  de- 
stroyed infrastructure  and  communications 
systems  are  making  the  work  difficult,  and  aid 
distribution  is  hampered  by  poor  coordina- 
tion. AFSC  is  researching  ways  to  help  with- 
out adding  to  the  logistical  problems  of  the 
current  international  response. 

The  Bombay  Sarvodaya  Friendship  Cen- 
ter was  established  30  years  ago  by  followers 
of  Mahatma  Gandhi  and  has  long  experience 
in  community  development  projects  in  rural 
Gujarat.  This  work  includes  the  design  of  wa- 
ter systems,  peace  work,  and  fostering  under- 
standing among  people.  The  Center  has  a long 
relationship  with  U.S.  Quakers  who  describe 
the  group  of  young  people  working  and  living 
in  the  villages  as  being  in  the  right  place  at  a 
very  bad  time,  with  readiness  and  ability  to  do 
something  about  the  conditions. 

Please  send  your  donation  payable  to 
AFSC,  marked  “India  Relief'  to: 

AFSC/Development  Office 

1501  Cherry  St 

Philadelphia,  PA  19102 
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| Memorial  Minutes  | 

Frances  W.  Poynter 

Frances  W.  Poynter,  92,  on  September  14, 
2000,  at  Panorama  City  Convalescent  Cen- 
ter, Lacey,  Washington,  of  natural  causes. 
Born  June  15,  1908  in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  to 
Harmon  and  Frances  (Ruttan)  Sandusky.  She 
was  born  into  a close  family  home  filled  with 
educational  opportunity,  community  service 
and  religious  experiences.  Frances’  home  life 
helped  her  to  use  her  gifts  to  become  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  and  humanitarian  people 
we  have  known. 

Frances  was  the  product  of  two  remark- 
able people  who  were  active  both  in  commu- 
nity activities  and  concerns  and  in  the  educa- 
tion and  upbringing  of  their  children. 

As  a student,  Frances  did  well.  In  1925, 
like  her  sister  five  years  before,  Frances  gradu- 
ated with  honors  from  Benton  High  School 
and  served  as  valedictorian.  She  and  her  sister 
were  well  known  in  their  town  and  people 
knew  if  there  was  a question  to  be  answered  or 
a need  to  fill  to  go  to  the  Sandusky  Girls. 

Frances  left  her  home  to  travel  to  Okla- 
homa A&M  (now  Oklahoma  State  University) 
where  she  received  her  BA.  She  then  went  to 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh  where  she  re- 
ceived her  MSW.  She  worked  in  several 
places  in  Pennsylvania  including  the  relief 
office;  it  was  here  that  she  met  her  husband 
Brooks  Poynter.  They  were  married  on  Octo- 
ber 15,  1937. 

After  many  moves,  they  settled  in  Pasa- 
dena in  1949,  where  they  lived  for  23  years. 
Frances  did  additional  work  in  her  field  and 
was  later  a full  time  student  at  the  Graduate 
School  of  Religion  at  USC.  Frances  helped  set 
up  the  Ph.D.  Curriculum,  which  became  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont. 

Early  on  she  became  affiliated  with  the 
American  Association  of  Pastoral  Counselors, 
and  with  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
(Quakers).  While  in  Pasadena  she  was  Direc- 
tor of  Consultation  and  Counseling  Services 
for  the  Los  Angeles  Council  of  Churches  and 
was  instrumental  in  setting  up  two  mental 
health  clinics  in  local  churches.  Frances  was 
active  with  the  Pacific  Southwest  Region  of 
American  Friends  Service  Committee.  In  her 
service  to  others,  Frances  would  happily  report 
the  number  of  tires  she  had  used  up  along  the 
road. 

Frances  was  First  Day  School  teacher  for 
the  young  teens  at  First  Friends  Church  in 
Pasadena.  As  Richard  Lewis  recalls,  “Frances 
was  patient,  caring  and  understanding,  but  also 
firm  with  this  somewhat  rowdy  group.  We 
appreciated  the  fact  that  she  and  Brooks 
opened  their  home  to  us  and  were  impressed 
with  the  great  number  of  books  there,  evidence 
of  lively  and  inquiring  intellect.  We  were 
made  aware  that  she  was  active  in  many  social 
and  political  concerns  in  addition  to  her  work 
in  the  church,  even  if  we  weren’t  aware  of 
their  specific  nature.  We  were  made  aware,  both 
by  her  and  by  pastor  Stuart  Innerst,  that  faith  and 
the  gospels  were  something  to  be  put  into  practice 
in  the  family,  the  neighborhood,  the  nation  and 
the  world,  not  merely  a faith  for  the  salvation  or 
comfort  of  the  individual  believer.” 


In  1972  Brooks  retired  and  the  Poynters 
moved  to  Salem,  Oregon  where  they  lived  for 
nine  years.  Once  again  Frances  was  involved 
in  many  aspects  of  that  community  and  devel- 
oped a wide-ranging  group  of  friends.  She  was 
a member  of  Salem  Friends  Meeting  serving  as 
representative  on  NPYM  Steering  Committee, 
as  Budget  Committee  Clerk,  as  Clerk  of  Min- 
istry and  Oversight,  and  representing  Friends 
on  the  Legislative  Commission  of  Ecumenical 
Ministries  of  Oregon.  Frances  was  a vital  sup- 
porter of  “New  Call  to  Peacemaking,”  reach- 
ing out  to  other  peace  churches  to  form  coali- 
tions for  action. 

Brooks  and  Frances  moved  to  Panorama 
City  in  1981.  They  specifically  designed  their 
new  home  with  a living  room  big  enough  to 
hold  meetings.  As  a couple  and  individually, 
they  enjoyed  being  active  in  social  and  politi- 
cal issues.  They  both  loved  to  get  to  know 
people;  their  intense  curiosity  would  often 
lead  to  a polite  grilling  of  new  visitors  that 
while  disconcerting,  was  also  warmly  welcom- 
ing. 

Frances  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Olympia  Friends  Meeting.  She  served  on  nu- 
merous committees  including  Ministry  and 
Oversight  and  Nominating  Committee.  She 
had  been  our  liaison  to  Associated  Ministries, 
Steering  Committee,  FCNL  and  AFSC.  She 
informed  the  Meeting  of  the  concerns  and 
work  done  by  wider  Quaker  Organizations. 
Frances  helped  new  members  and  attendees 
appreciate  the  larger  fellowship  that  is  part  of 
being  a Quaker. 

Brooks  died  in  April  1993,  closing  their 
long  partnership.  Frances  continued  her  serv- 
ice and  hospitality  in  many  ways.  A partial 
accounting  would  include:  League  of  Woman 
Voters,  Democratic  Study  Group,  YWCA, 
Amnesty  International,  Sierra  Club,  Washing- 
ton Coalition  Against  the  Death  Penalty,  Pri- 
ory Spiritual  Center,  Red  Cloud  Indian 
School,  United  Way,  Panorama  Benevolent 
Fund,  Nuclear  Awareness  Group,  Other  Bank, 
Project  Vote  Smart,  Oblate  Missions,  Study  on 
Death  and  Dying,  Planned  Parenthood,  and 
School  of  the  Ozarks. 

With  Brooks  gone,  she  was  blessed  with 
many  friends.  She  enjoyed  her  home  and  her 
community.  She  loved  the  flowers  that  Brooks 
planted  and  that  others  now  tended.  She  found 
great  comfort  in  caring  for  both  those  in  need 
and  for  those  who  cared  for  her  personal 
needs.  She  experienced  love  in  watching  the 
young  people  in  her  life  grow  strong. 

An  interview  from  1999  captured  a stead- 
fast belief.  “I  cannot  think  of  anything  in  life 
that  is  not  spiritual.  Even  at  the  checkout  line 
at  the  grocer’s,  one’s  relations  with  others  in 
line,  the  checker,  all  of  life  has  a spiritual  com- 
ponent. The  importance  is  to  be  open  to  all 
events,  for  all  have  an  aspect  of  spirituality. 
When  Quakers  worship,  silence  is  provided 
for  each  individual  to  worship.  I cannot  be- 
lieve that  existence  ends  when  breath  leaves 
the  body.  I don’t  look  to  God  for  specifics, 
only  for  guidance  in  my  own  life.” 

Sometimes  life  gives  us  what  we  don’t 
relish.  Even  in  that  Frances  took  charge.  She 
did  not  relish  having  live-in  care  nor  did  she 
wish  to  leave  her  home.  But  this  last  year  she 
initiated  at  Panorama  a focus  on  end  of  life 
issues,  opening  a discussion  of  how  we  live 
the  end  of  our  lives.  The  last  week  she  was  in 


the  convalescence  center  she  commented  that 
she  saw  it  as  an  opportunity  to  understand  what 
issues  face  many  residents  and  their  families 
toward  the  end  of  their  lives.  She  was  a dedi- 
cated social  worker  once  again.  □ 


Western  Friends  Calendar 

http://members.aol.com/friendsbul/ 

WestFriendsDirectory.html 

♦ Mar  23-25:  Quaker  Center  on  the  Road  at 
Davis  Monthly  Meeting.  “Discovering  our  Purpose 
for  Being.”  Deborah  Saunders.  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center.  For  more  info:  831-336-8333  or 
quakercenter.org. 

♦ Mar  26-27:  Quaker  Center  on  the  Road  at  John 
Woolman  School.  “Discovering  our  Purpose  for 
Being.”  Deborah  Saunders.  Ben  Lomond  Quaker 
Center.  For  more  info:  831-336-8333  or  quaker- 
center.org. 

♦ Mar  30-Apr  1:  “Discovering  our  Purpose  for 
Being.  Finding  our  own  spiritual  path,  true  peace, 
and  fulfillment.”  Deborah  Saunders.  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center.  For  more  info:  831-336-8333  or 
quakercenter.org. 

♦ Apr  13-15  (Easter  weekend):  ‘The  Annual 
Silent  Retreat.  An  extended  experience  of 
Quaker  Meeting  for  Worship.”  Eve  Forrest.  Ben 
Lomond  Quaker  Center.  For  more  info:  831-336- 
8333  or  quakercenter.org. 

♦ Apr  14-15:  New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting  at 

Camp  Thunderbird  in  the  Mimbres  Valley  (20 
miles  east  of  Silver  City  and  then  north  up  the 
river  valley).  For  details:  Sondra  Sage, 

sage@cemrc.org. 

♦ Apr  27-29:  Pacific  Northwest  QM  at  Lazy  F 
Ranch  near  Ellensburg,  WA. 


Choice! 


You  don’t  have  to  pay  for  weapons 
and  war.  There  are  alternatives- 
you  can  redirect  your  income  taxes 
to  meet  community  needs. 

Contact  NWTRCC  (National  War  Tax 
Resistance  Coordinating  Committee): 

PO  Box  6512  • Ithaca,  NY  14851 
nwtrcc@lightlink.com 
www.nonviolence.org/wt 
1-800-269-7464 
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The  Pendle  Hill  Forum  presents 

The  Prophetic  Voice  in  Public  Life: 
Reclaiming  the  Quaker  Social  Testimony 

May  4-6, 2001  • Pendle  Hill,  Wallingford,  PA 

Those  who  speak  in  a prophetic  voice  challenge  injustice  in  society.  Quaker  Social 
Testimonies  such  as  Equality,  Integrity,  and  Peace,  are  a spiritually  grounded  way  of 

living  in  the  world. 

Many  feel  that  navigating  social  witness  in  our  culture  is  increasingly  difficult.  The 
purpose  of  this  conference  is  to  bring  together  activists,  religious  leaders,  and  other 
interested  seekers  to  explore  how  our  deepest  religious  convictions  can  be 

manifested  now  in  our  lives  and  work. 

Speakers  and  themes  include: 

The  Role  of  the  Prophetic  Religious  Voice  in  Public  Dialogue 

Jim  Wallis,  founding  editor  of  Sojourners  magazine  and  author  of  The  Soul  of 
Politics  and  Faith  Works:  Lessons  from  the  Life  of  an  Activist  Preacher. 

The  Quaker  Understanding  of  Testimony 

Thomjeavons,  executive  secretaiy,  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious 

Society  of  Friends. 

The  Relationship  between  Spiritual  Discernment 

and  Social  Practice 

Rev.  Elizabeth  Ellis,  senior  minister  and  executive  director,  Unitarian  Universalist 

Urban  Ministry,  Boston,  MA. 

Quaker  Social  Testimony  in  Our  Personal  and  Corporate  Life 

Jonathan  Dale,  Quaker  activist  and  author  from  Manchester,  England. 

For  information  on  registration  and  facilities,  including  scholarships 
and  group  discounts,  contact  Steve  Jackson,  Pendle  Hill  registrar: 

^ PENDLE  HILL 

W A QUAKER  CENTER  FOR  STUDY  AND  CONTEMPLATION 
338  Plush  Mill  Road  • Wallingford,  PA  19086 

ext.  142,(800)  742-3150  (U.S.only)  or  (610)  566-4507  • registrar@pendlehill.otg  • www.pendlehill.org 
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New  advertising  Rates  and  Policies:  All  ads  must  be 
consistent  with  beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $.45  per  word  for 
ads.  Minimum  charge,  $9.  Ads  should  be  prepaid,  if  possible. 
Deadline:  six  weeks  prior  to  publication.  Publishing  of 

advertisements  and  newsletter  insert  does  not  imply  endorsement  by 
Friends  Bulletin. 


Display  ads:  $12  per  column 
inch. 

'A  page  ad  (4  x 4 V2)  : $85 

1 column  ad  (2'A  x 10):  $120 

2 column  ad  (5  x 10):  $225 
'A  page  ad  (7'A  x 4 V2):  $160 
Full  page  (7  'Ax  10):  $290 


For  more  information,  call 
562-699-5670  or  e-mail 
friendsbul@aol.com.  Dis- 
counts up  to  25%  for  recur- 
ring ads  and  special  rates 
for  four-or-more-page 
newsletter  inserts. 


It* i 


“There  is  a principle  which  is  pure,  placed  in  the  hu- 
man mind,  which  in  different  places  and  ages  hath  dif- 
ferent names;  it  is  however  pure  and  proceeds  from 
God.  It  is  deep  and  inward,  confined  to  no  forms  of 
religion,  nor  excluded  from  any,  where  the  heart  stands 
in  perfect  sincerity.  In  whomsoever  this  takes  root  and 
grows,  of  what  nation  soever,  they  become  brethren.”  — John  Wool- 
man. 

For  subscriptions  and  information,  write:  Quaker  Universalist 
Fellowship,  206  Shady  Ln,  Lexington,  KY,  40503  or  e-mail: 
QUF@ot.com. 


VISIT  BOLIVIA! 
QUAKER  STUDY 
U TOUR 

OCT.  26  -NOV.  10 

Visit  economic  development 
projects  in  altiplano 
villages.  Meet  with  some  of  Bolivia's 
40,000  Quakers. 
Absorb  culture,  history, 
archeology  in  spectacular 
Andean  scenery. 
Sponsored  by  Quaker  Bolivia  link. 


Leaders:  Barbara  Flynn  (Calif.)  82  Appian  Way,  Sebastopol , CA  95472 
Phone:  707-823-6034  E-mail:  bflyn@mindspring.com 
Newton  Garver  (NY)  716-592-7100 
garver@aoLcom 

Ask  about  optional  extension  to  Machu  Picchu 

Young  Friends  (21-30):  Si  hablas  espanol,  hay  becas  para  ayudarte. 


? i\ : 


Make  friends,  make  music  at  FRIENDS  MUSIC  CAMP,  2-  or  4-week 
summer  program  for  ages  10-18.  Brochure,  video:  FMC,  PO  Box  427, 
Yellow  Springs,  OH  45387.  (937)  767-1311. 


Resident.  Redwood  Forest  Friends  Meeting,  Santa  Rosa,  CA.  Resi- 
dents performing  hospitality  and  caretaking  duties  are  sought  for  a dy- 
namic Friends  Meeting  north  of  San  Francisco.  Post  inquiries  to  Resident 
Committee,  RFFM  Box  1831,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95402 


QUAKER  WRITERS  AND  ARTISTS!  Read  Types  & Shadows,  the 
exciting  newsletter  of  the  Fellowship  of  Quakers  in  the  Arts.  FQA’s 
goal:  To  nurture  and  showcase  the  literary,  visual,  musical,  and  perform- 
ing arts  within  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  for  purposes  of  Quaker 
expression,  ministry,  witness,  and  outreach.  To  these  ends,  we  will  offer 
spiritual,  practical,  and  financial  support  as  way  opens.  Help  build  an  in- 
ternational network  of  creative  support  and  celebration.  Membership,  $22/ 
year.  FQA,  Dept.  FB,  PO  Box  58565,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102.  E-mail: 
fqa@quaker.org.  Web:  http://www.quaker.org/fqa/index.html 


Concerned  Singles  Newsletter  links  compatible,  socially  conscious 
singles  who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  racism,  gender  equality,  and  the 
health  of  the  planet.  Nationwide  and  Canada.  All  ages.  Since  1984.  Free 
sample:^.  Box  444-FB,  Lenox  Dale,  MA  01242.  ® (413)  445-6309  orH 
http://www.concemedsingles.com 


Earlham  College,  Institute  for  Quaker  Studies,  seeks  Associate  Director. 

Position  funded  for  five  years;  shares  leadership  responsibilities  of  Institute 
and  Lilly  Endowment-funded  Project  on  Faith,  Vocation,  and  Leadership. 
Assoc.  Dir.  will  additionally  build  a network  of  relationships  between  Insti- 
tute, College,  and  local  Quaker  Meetings  and  Churches;  develop  concrete 
relationships  between  College  students  and  local  meetings  and  churches;  plan 
and  carry  out  events  which  bring  together  Quaker  and  College  persons  and 
resources  for  mutual  benefit.  M.Div.  or  similar  required.  Working  familiarity 
with  faith,  practice,  and  organization  across  the  Quaker  spectrum.  Experience 
in  Friends'  pastoral  ministry  desirable.  Excellent  communication  skills,  ability 
to  manage  several  complex  tasks  simultaneously,  excellent  teamwork.  Earl- 
ham particularly  invites  and  encourages  applications  from  African  Americans 
and  other  ethnic  minorities,  women,  and  Quakers.  For  full  description,  e-mail 
nugenpa@earlham.edu.  Applicants  should  send  a letter  explaining  qualifica- 
tions and  vision  for  the  position,  resume,  and  names  of  at  least  three  profes- 
sional references  by  March  10th  to:  Patrick  Nugent,  Drawer  36,  Earlham  Col- 
lege, Richmond,  IN  47374.  (765)  983-1413. 


VOLUNTEER  INTERNSHIP  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center,  a re- 
treat and  conference  center  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  Residential,  one  year 
beginning  August.  Great  opportunity  to  grow  spiritually  and  work  in 
all  areas  of  this  Quaker  nonprofit.  Mountains,  redwoods,  housing, 
stipend,  and  benefits  provided.  Singles  and  couples  both  welcome. 
Application  deadline  April  1:  call  831/336-8333  e-mail 

mail@quakercenter.org  for  info. 


JOHN  WOOLMAN  SCHOOL  the  only  West  Coast  Friends 
secondary  boarding  school!  Simple  rural  living,  small  classes,  work 
program,  loving  community.  John  Woolman  School,  13075 
Woolman  Lane,  Nevada  City,  CA  95959.  (530)  273-3183. 


BEN  LOMOND  Quaker  CENTER:  Personal  retreats,  family  reun- 
ions, weddings,  retreats,  and  our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs. 
Among  the  Redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  831/336-8333,  http:// 
www.quakercenter.org. 


Friends  House  is  a multi-level  retirement  community  offering 
independent  living  apartments  and  houses,  an  assisted  care  living 
facility,  skilled  nursing  and  an  adult  day  services  program  serving 
residents  and  the  wider  Santa  Rosa  community.  Located  in  Santa 
Rosa,  Friends  House  is  easily  accessible  to  San  Francisco,  the  Pacific 
Coast,  redwood  forests,  and  the  vineyards  of  Sonoma  and  Napa  coun- 
ties. Friends  House  is  owned  and  operated  by  Friends  Association  of 
Services  for  the  Elderly  (FASE),  a California  not-for-profit  corpora- 
tion. The  facility  and  Board  of  Directors  are  strongly  influenced  by 
Quaker  traditions.  The  welfare  and  growth  of  persons  within  an  envi- 
ronment which  stresses  independence  is  highly  valued.  Tour  Friends 
House  at  our  web  site  at  www.friendshouse.org.  Friends  House,  684 
Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409  (707)  538-0152 


Coming  to  DC?  Stay  with  Friends  on  Capitol  HiU.  William  Penn 

HOUSE,  a Quaker  Seminar  and  Hospitality  Center  in  beautiful,  historic 
townhouse,  is  located  five  blocks  east  of  the  US  Capitol.  Convenient  to 
Union  Station  for  train  and  METRO  connections.  Shared  accommodations 
including  continental  breakfast,  for  groups,  individuals.  515  East  Capitol 
Street,  SE,  Washington,  DC  20003.  E-mail:  dirpennhouse@pennsnet.org. 
Telephone:  (202)  543-5560  Fax:  (202)  543-3814. 

Interns,  9-12  month  commitment,  beginning  January,  June,  or  Sep- 
tember. Assist  with  seminars  and  hospitality  at  William  Penn  House,  5 
blocks  from  US  Capitol.  Room,  board,  and  small  stipend. 
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A Campaign  for  a New  Century 


A Quaker  Center  for  Worship, 
Study,  Work  and  Service 


Social  Concern  and  Action  Can  Foster  Spiritual  Growth 


Henry  Cadbury  lecturing  in 
The  Bam  in  the  1950’s 


I always  regard  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  and  Pendle  Hill  as  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  same  good 
currency  of  American  Quakerism. 

There  is  an  assumption  abroad  that  religion  comes  first  and  social  action  after,  as  shown  in  the  title  of  a recent  conference  in 
Philadelphia,  “Beliefs  into  Action.”  By  that,  religion  is  understood  as  something  inward,  perhaps  mystical,  perhaps  theologi- 
cal-but  not  very  extrovert.  Now  historically  Quakerism  has  both  aspects:  we  have  been  social  pioneers,  also  quietists.  How  did 
the  first  derive  from  the  second?  It  seems  an  unlikely  origin.  My  answer  would  be  that  the  alleged  relation,  “basis,”  is  not  the 
whole  truth.  The  two  aspects  are  complementary,  and  I am  impressed  how  much  inner  religion  is  fostered  by  social  concern. 
If  social  work  can  be  an  escape  from  inner  religion,  as  is  sometimes  suggested,  is  not  the  opposite  also  true?  Action,  often 
incoherent  and  inarticulate,  leads  to  thought,  and  can  lead  to  spiritual  growth.  Henry  Cadbury 

(1883-1974) 


Henry  Cadbury,  one  of  the  founders  of  Pendle  Hill,  combined  intellectual  pursuits  with  social  action,  illustrat- 
ing George  Fox’s  commandment  to  “Let  your  Lives  Speak.”  A distinguished,  world  class  New  Testament  scholar 
who  held  the  Hollis  Chair  of  Divinity  at  Harvard  University  for  many  years,  he  served  on  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  Committee  that  translated  the  Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible.  Henry  was  also  a founder  and  long 
time  board  chair  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  for  which  he  accepted  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1947. 
Though  out  his  life,  he  brought  his  scholarship  to  bear  on  issues  of  civil  liberties,  defending  draft  and  tax  refusers, 
and  supporting  teachers  who  refused  to  take  the  loyalty  oath.  He  complemented  his  erudition  with  a delightful 
sense  of  humor.  The  Barn  at  Pendle  Hill  often  echoed  with  happy  laughter  during  his  Monday  night  lectures. 

Henry  Cadbury  on  lawn  of  Pendle  Hill  in  1930's 


Anthony  Manousos,  “John  and  Ann  Rush:  Dedicated  to  Peace” 
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John  and  Ann  Rush,  “Peace  Pilgrim,  An  Extraordinary  Life” 

Alice  Miles  and  Marybeth  Bland,  “Meeting  of  the  Month:  Olympia  Washington” 

David  H.  Albert,  “The  Punishment  of  Manikandan” 

Brynnen  L.  Ford  and  Jonathan  W.  Brown,  “Why  We  Don’t  Have  a Marriage  License” 

Joyful  Freeman  and  Camaron  Mihamoto,  “AFSC  Organizes  Youth  for  Gay  Liberation  Efforts” 
Lanny  Jay,  “One  Inner  Light,  One  Thousand  Outward  Names” 

Lowen  Berman,  “The  Evolution  of  God” 

Friendly  Responses  and  News 

Shan  Cretin,  “Pacific  Friends  Outreach  Society:  Journey  Towards  a Permanent  Site” 

Book  Reviews 

Elise  and  Kenneth  Boulding,  “Forgiveness  and  the  Cultures  of  Peace” 

Jeanne  Lohmann,  “Before  I Sleep  I Go  Outside”  (poem) 

Relief  for  Earthquakes  in  El  Salvador  and  India 
Memorial  Minutes  and  Calendar 
Advertisements 
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It's  Time  for  Renewal... 

Themes  for  Upcoming  Issues 


Do  you  have  your  copy  of 
A Western  Quaker  Reader? 


♦ Spiritual  journeys  and  practices 

♦ Education 

♦ Dreams,  mysticism,  the  “shadow  side  of  Quakerism” 

♦ Spirituality  in  daily  life 

♦ Meaningful  meetings  in  unusual  places  (e.g.  in  natural 
settings). 

♦ Art  work  with  a spiritual  dimension 

♦ Stories  of  CO’s 

♦ Dealing  with  difficult  Friends  and  other  challenges  at 
Meeting 


“An  excellent  job  of  weaving  the 
threads  of  the  western  experience  together 
to  make  a cohesive  image  of  the  evolution 
of  Quakerism  in  the  west.  Readers  will 
want  to  have  this  book  for  reference  as  well 
as  for  sampling  the  essays  for  years  to 
come.” — Margaret  Bacon,  author  of  Quiet 
Rebels  and  many  other  books. 


Please  send coply  lies  of  A Western  Quaker  Reader  @ $22  (includes  postage  and  handling) 

Please  renew  my  subscription  to  Friends  Bulletin;  D Introductory  $15  O Two-year  $35  D Regular  $25 

My  address  is  O on  the  label  below 

D as  follows:  Name 
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